Wisconsin ElectriC owe courany

231 W. MICHIGAN, P.O. BOX 2046, MILWAUKEE, wi 53201

September 20, 1979

Mr. Harold R. Denton, Director
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
U. S. NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
Washington, D. C. 20555

Attention: Mr. A. Schwencer, Chief
Operating Reactors Branch 1

Gentlemen:

DOCKET NOS. 50-266 AND 50-301
SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION IE BULLETIN 79-06A
“POINT BEACH NUCLEAR PLANT, UNITS 1

On September 14, 1979, we discussed, in a telephone conversation with
Mr. Trammell ¢ € your Staff, several outstanding concerns which the NRC had with
our previous replies to the requests for additional information relating to IE
Bulletins 79-06A and 79-06A Revision 1. As a result of these conversations, we
are providing herewith additional information concerming several of the issues
contained in these bulletins. This information is contained in the enclosure
to this letter. The items are numbered to correspond to the respective bulletin
items.

We wish to stress that the information provided herewith is supplemental
to that information previously transmitted with our letters dated April 27, 1979
and August 23, 1979. The information contained in these previous transmittals
is still fully applicabie and relates the current schedule for incorporating
the results of the Westinghouse Owners' Group technical and procedure evaluations.
Should you have any questions concerning the attached information, do not hesi-
tate to contact us.

Very truly yours,
]

AR b
va' o4 LY

C. W. Fay, Director
Nuclear Power Department
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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION TO
REl BULLETIN 79-06A AD 79-06A REVISION 1
i \ V P A

Specific guidance has been given to all operators via Special Order PBNP
79-18, “Voiding and Natural Circulation", issued September 18, 1979
(attached). Covered in detail are the problems, action required, and
instrumentation available for the recognition of core voiding and the
establishment of natural circulation.

To prevent voiding, it is stressed that pressurizer level be maintained
and that reactor coolant pressure should be established at greater than
100 psi over the saturation pressure for accident conditions involving

a loss of coolant. Caution against securing safety injection notes that
no primary system overpressurization problem should exist on the PBNP
design for continued operation. Startup testing at PBNP has veriiied
the initial establishment of natural circulation. Monitoring of natural
circulation flow stresses maintaining a core delta "T" of 60 degrees or
less and holding steady or decreasing and verification of auxiliary feed-
water flow, steam generator level, and steaming.

Any furti.er procedure changes will be a result of Wisconsin Electric
Power Company's participation as a member of the Westinghouse Owners'
Group comprehensive review of emergency procedures consiste. ¢ with the
schedule stated previously.

The complete valve lineups made on all safety-related systems at the end
of each refueling include locked valves.. Examination is for both proper
alignment and lock integrity in these cases. During these lineups, no
valves in the systems are inaccessible for checking. Monthly checks

cover only accessible valves and include locked valves that are accessible.

It is the responsibility of the Duty Shift Supervisor to maintair compliance
with the Technical Specificaticns and ensure that safety-related equipment
is not removed from service when redundant equipmeit is already out of
service. This responsibility extends to maintenance of the out-of-service
status board, for each unit individually, with respect to the listing and
status of safety-related equipment. Verification of operability of
redundant equipment is provided for by visual inspection of the system

or equipment status as displayed in the control room. Identification on
the main control board by the appropriate isolation taqs for safety-related
equipment taken out of service, recording of the equipment and time of
removal from service in the log, and the close proximity of the redundant
equipment controls ensure the stated compliance with the Technical
Specifications.
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As stated previously, we have revised our procedures to ensure NRC noti-
fication within one hour of the time the reactor is not in a controlled
or expected condition of operation.

Specific written guidance was given by the Manager, Nuclear Operations -
Point Beach Nucleaer Plant on May 24, 1979, to all Duty Shift Supervisors
and Duty and Call Superintendents for immediate reporting to the NRC of
incicents covered by and beyond those committed to in the Technical
Specifications (attached). "Irmediate reporting” was defined as one hour
or less with stress on more rapid reporting of more serious incidents
(1ike a LOCA). Incident reports “beyond those committed to in the
Technical Specifications” include those that, in the judgment of the Duty
Shift Supervisor, Duty and Call Superintendent, or other responsible

plant management, could become media sensitive or important to the NRC
with respect to being informed.

The normal reactor coolant system degassification procedure, OP-5D, covers
the capability available and process of venting hydrogen and other non-
condensable gases from the pressurizer steam space. This can be accomplished
through the steam space sample line (vent) via the sample sink connecting
to the volume control tank. The gases can then either be vented to the
waste gas system or the hydrogen redissolved into the primary water for
reuse. Incorporation of this or othar methods for degassification (i.e.,
use of PORVs) into emergency procedures will be based on the review of
inadequate core cooling by the westinghouse Owners' Group. The schedule
for incorporating any changes into the appropriate procedures is the same
as that previously provided in response to Item 2.

One Technical Specification change dealing with the modification to the
safety injection actuation logic from a one-of-three coincident low
pressurizer pressure and low pressurizer level to a two-out-of-three
low pressurizer pressure has been reviewed and approved by the NRC.
Additional changes to the Technical Specifications are not required and

no other design changes are needed in order to effect long term resolution
of the items in Bulletin 79-06A.
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Special Order

OPLRATIONS GPOUP
IDING AND LATUFAL CIRCUTATION

S

This special order is being {ssued to give interim guidance to
all cperators on tha problems amd action required in vecognition of
core voiding and to recogniza atd take proper oserationil st2ps to
maxinmize natural circulation.

The permanent changes to E0P's will be developed using this,
Weetinghousa input, and any ather pertinent dota. It iz anticipetad
that the procadure cnanacs will be mada in the next couple of months.

Background

Thrze Mile Island has ghown the mho;ent problems thar exist
in 2 PWR when control of water inventory is lozt. 7he problams of
the Baboock and wilcox deZign in cstablishment of natural circulation
textalnly made Thrae Mile Isiand significantly worse, Rowvar, a major
lesson to ba Jaarnad, if it ian't already known, is the weyrriding
* isportanca of water sass investory and control in all EWR designs,

: Quidance

The fellowing guldancs fs proculgated Loth a3 operator ine _ctlons
and as additional thought provoking areas,

Void Recognition

The prioe instrumentatisn we have to insure prevention of a void
condition are the pressurizer levela. 1t is, therefore, a basic Wirust
of all accidant cperetiens involving the 1923 of coolant that wo asteblish
2 plant c¢epditicn where reastor coolant praszsurn iz greaatar than 100 pri
owr thi saturation pressura {uning raector coolant thermoeonples
vereue the {emparature nrecaure chattg to oblain eaturaticn preseyure)
and with a Xnown pressurizer level,

This condition 15, therafora, the first and mandatory condition
we Dust be In pefore any considerallion pe aiven o gecuring safety
injection, Af a genaral rulw in the PENP Uesiqn, safetly Lulsction
purps =hould not He secured on a loss of coolant acsident until stahle
plant conditions are achieved and wirifiad through vedundast plaat
instrumentation. NO primary system overpressurization nroblea should

#%ist cn the PENP desion in vicw of zafoty injacticn systams puwp

ITaEsurns dazign.
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4 4 FENP 74+18
Pane 2

Watural Cireulation

The establishmant of natural circulation in tha PENP desian has
baen verified by startup tusting exd other tests and will initiate
in the case of loss of 2L or reactor coolant pusp teipping. %he bazic
parapatars to be watched in this case are the delta "T" betwean cora :
outlet tharmocouples and wide range "T" cold, stcam genarator prossure :
and verification of proper auxiliary feedwater flow and proper steaming
of the stnanm gencrators.

Gusdance

1f the reector incore thermocouple temperatuse minus the loop
€old leqg Lenperature is o0 deqrees or less and holding steady or
decreasing, natural circulatlion has Leen established, IL the delta
"T" is increasing, or steds yenerator pressure i abnermally low,
(steam gencrator preszsurs less than saturation toxperature for the
coolant reul Tavg) operater action should be immediztaly directed
to two armas:

.
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1. Verify auxiliary feedwaster flow and verify steaxzing on
the steam generators, incrsase it if possibic, insure
steam generator level is on the narrow range; i. e.,
above the tubn bundle.

2. PReverify as soon as possible that o Joss of mass invantory >;
has bsan correctad or is in thae procasz of bwing corractad, '
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FAAS

) CHRONO COPY
May 24, F9U29 In:

puty & Call Superintendents
puty Shift Supervisors

INCIDENT REPORTING

The regional office of the NRC and top management of the
Company have recently restressed the importance of immediate
reportiag to the NRC of plant incidents even beyond those
absclu’.ely committed to in the Technical Specifications. Such
incidents would be those that in the judgment of the Duty
Shift Supervisor ari the Duty & Call Superintendent could be-
come nedia sensitive, or important to the NRC with respect to
beiny informed.

Ther<fore, in your normal wheeling and internal reporting
¢Z incidents on backshifts, the Duty Shift Supervisor and
Duty & Call Superintendent should make a specific and conscious
judgment as to whether or not immediate reporting attention
should be given to the incident. If Mr. Greenwood or I am
available, then the NRC telephoning chould be referred to us,
but if not, the Duty & Call Superintendent should carry out
the telephoning. )

On weekdays the incident happening and information should
be immediately wheeled to Mr. Greenwood who will handle the
reporting.

For the purposes of definition, "inmediate reporting”
has come to mean (post-TMI) one hour or less, but the more
serious the incident (like a LOCA), the more rapid should be

in incident reporting, naturally.
2 o e

Glenn A. Reed

Copies to Messrs. Sol Burstein
C. W. Fay
D. K. Porter
G. A. Reed/11.1.1, 11.5.5




