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Secretary of the Commlission

U.S. Yucleir Regulatory Comamlssion
Attn: Docketing & Service 3ranch
Washiagton, D.C. 20555

Vear Mr. Secretary: ~
The following comments are submitted 6f:

Against Nuclear Dangers, 3Berwick, Pa., interveners at NRC Docket

Nos. 50-387/388; pertaining to the NRC Interim Final Rule-

10 CFR Part 73--"Physical Protection of Irradiated Reactor

Fuel in Traasit.”

1. A master plan should be prepared derignating special rail
routes for the shipment of all industrial radiocactive spenti-fuel
cargoes sent to atozic fuel reprocessing plants, and atomlc fuel

wastes storsge sites.

2., These rail routes should circunvent all cities, eve.u where 1t
would require building new tracis to bypass urban areas in orde:r
to reach the dssiznated storage plant sites., (e would rule out,

as inherenlty unsafe, motor truck transport as a substitute zode, )

3. All raodbeds along these routes should be rebullt, and aligned

waerever necessary to reduce curves and stecep grades, etc.

4., All rail sections on these routes should te replaced wita the
new more relisble welied lsnghts, able Lo carry the heavizr loads
of the srecially built tankers.
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5. The tankers sihould also be lamproved for greater safety,

and each one periodically x-ray tested for lesks.

6. Radar equipment should be installed along thls entire rigni-
of-way, as well as, the most advanced switcalng and sigmaling
equipment, Microwave comauni-ation nsetworks should be instzalled

also, to aid ia overall traffic control.

7. Pipelines moving hazardous substances should not be allowed

nparallel to these special rail routes

8. Continual moritoring of the trackage by mobllized electrostatic
seismic plotters to detect structural weaknesses and wamm

against derallments should te a requirexent.

9. All train crews should receive specisl training in the handling
of atonic cargoes; and D.0.E. radiologists and para-medical personnel
wearing protective gear should bs on board all tralns carrylng
radlozctive waste materials, fully equipped and prepared to séZI-Orf

an area if a lsak occurs and carry out decontaziration procsdures.

10, An armed security force itraveling in an armored locomotive
snould preceed each atomic waste cargo tralin--inspecting every
viaduct, tunnel, overn»ass, zrade crossing and bridge, etc., and

fully precared to orotect the traln azainst all continzencles.

Felicorpter survellance should also be part of tals securltiy progranm.
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11. <Yhen a train carrying a radicactive spent-fuel cargo is in
spansit over one of the designated routes, all otzer trains in the
vicinity should come to a halt. No otaer freizht should be atoard
the atomic cargo trains, 1In eddition, the alr space 2long the;e
routes should be cleared whenever a scheduled run 1s 1In progress.
feduced speeds and limited quantities of radiocactive wastes should

ba the rule on these trains.

12. Installation costs, operatinz costs, and all other related
expenditures of this rall service should be payed for on a pro rata
basis by the shippers of industrial radlioactlive waste products.

The chief users of ithls service are the electric ccmpanles who
onerate atonic power plants. ZXeep in mind that coatracis to purchase
irpradiated fuels often exceed 3100 million, 2nd a few 2illion more
annually ina the for:.of a fuel transportation charge levied by the
rall carriers can be viewed as a reasonable and necessary orerating

expense by the uliiities.

N

In conclusion, we urge the reguirement 274 iaplizentation of
the plan generally outlined above as part of the Final Rule
(10 CFR 2art 73 etc.); to serve as an important safeguard to protect

t~e pudlic health 2nd safety of the natlon.

Yours truly
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