SN UNITED STATES
« o 'g' NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
- y 2 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20555
f”’o S &
Conad September 4, 1979
OFFICE OF THE C Omm
CHAIRMAN

CORR.

Dr. Donald F. Knuth [P@@@
o~ ORIEIAL

1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.V.
Washington, D.C. 20008

Dear Dr. Kuhth:&»-« ‘

We have received rour letter or July 16, 1979 stating your
views regarding the implementation date for employee pa.-
down searches and vital area access control utilizing
two-man rule and compartmentalization.

On July 31, 1979 the Commission decided that additional
time was needed to consider these measures. This consid-
eration is being done, in light of the proposed material
access authorization (MAA) program, and will imclude
evaluation of the Hearing Board's recommendatioms on the
MAA program. As a result the Commission has ex* anded the
implementation date from August 1, 1979 to Noveauber 1, 1979.
A copy of the Federal Register notice is enclosed. Any

further extensions will depend upon the results of our
evaluation.

In addition to the evaluation effort mentioned abowve by

the Commission, the staff is participating in the revision
of the American National Standard ANSI-N18.17, ™Industrial
Security for Nuclear Power Plants." This Standard contains
a section on personnel screening. We would hope that the
wide range of interests represented in this effort would
evolve a meaningful standard to provide adequate protection
against sabotage by an insider at nuclear power plants.

The staff's discussions with the KMC group have also been
constructive and it is desirable to continue this exchange
of information in order to develop an acceptable program
of reliability screening for nuclear power plant employees.
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I appreciate the interest your group has in thi:s important
issue and will keep your willingness to discuss your

views in mind as we continue our deliberations on this
matter. [

Sincerely,
\
L _
¢

Joseph M. Hendrie

Chairman
Enclosure:

Federal Register Notice
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