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EDGECOMB CITIZENS COMMITIZE
CONCERNED ABOUT NUCLEAR POWER
RD Box 346,

North Edgecomb, Mcine 04556
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Us S. Nuclear Regulactory Commission
washington, D. C, 20555

PETITION TO INTERVENE

SUBJECT: NRC Document #7590=01, 12 July 1579
(10 CFR Part 50 Appendix E)
ADEGQUACY AND ACCEPTANCE OF EMZ=RGENCY
PLANNING ARCUND NUCLEAR PLANTS

POOR ORIGINAL

The Ecgecoms Citizens Committee Concerned Atout MNuclecr Power,
¢ noneprofit group incorporated in the Stcte of Mcine, seeking to
recresent public interest in the matter of nuclecr power, cnd cCOMe
prised of citizens living within the evacuction zone of Mcine Yane
kee nuclecr plant hereby petitions to intervene in the mzttier of
sropcsec rulemcking (NRC Document 575%90-01, datec 12 July 1379),.
we petition the Nuclear Regulatory Commission toc extend the dead=-
line for public imput on raciclogiccl emercency rulemcking an
gdcitional 60 days from .he end of August to the end of October 1575,

The reason for this petition is that sufficient notice has not
been provided for a reusoncble amount of public imput in a matter
vital %o public scfety., Before reasonable and procductive sugges=-
tions ccn be develcped, time and money=-consuming ossessments must be

uncertcken,

CiE FACTCORS BEARING CON THE SITUATICN OF MAINE YAIIKEZZ:

1) GEQGR ABHY: Mcine Yankee is sited ct the he=c of cn estucry

next to an unprobed and mejor ceologic fault. The ecrthguake
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resistance of its containment is dubious beyond force 6,
Penim-ulas with limitec cccess contain various population
clust ars anc project seawarc of the plant limiting ev 'Cuc=
tion pessibilities, Cocstal snowstorms freguently b’anket
the crea cleosing even principal arteries for extended per=-
iods of time. Tempercture inversions are common over Maine
Yankee. Gale winds and vulnerability to hurricanes could
present specicl problems for acir anc sea evacucation. Many

of the region's side roads are unpaved and impasscble for

periods of four to six weeks during Springtime due to
mudding.

NOTE: The crec is served by light duty overhecc power and
teleshone lines which are fregquently knockec out of service

by even small storms,

ECONOIICS: The cos“s of an cdequcte response to radiological
emergency would be monumental, Maine is the poorest state in
the Union on ¢ cer ccpita besis, Linceln County - most cffect-
ed by an emergency at Maine Yankee is one of the poorer counti=-
es in the stcte. Linceln County has a suostantial number of
elderly citizens on fixed incomes. Most towns cre servec by
under-eguipped, velunteer Fire Departments, Only a few can
cfferc First Aid cnd Ambulance services,

LIFE STYLE: Because of its rural, weocoded anc seacoc-.i nature
many arec pecple spenc & gocd ceal of time ocut-ofedc: 3 and out
of reach of corrmuniccetion = awcy from their homes, These would
incluce (but not exclusively) wooccutters, hunters, farmers,
clam diggers, wormers, and fishermen., Adding to evacuation
difficulties are four Jospitals within the evacuction zone,
sever~nl isolatecd nursii 3 homes cnd, less thcn 30 miles downe
wind, Thomaston Stcte Priscn, To dcote Mcine clso laocks cde=

cuate reception facilities for evacuees,
PCLITICAL: Maine pecple are, by anc large, loycl and cone

ser' ative, At present they tend o confuse cccepting uncue

risk with pctrictism, The cistinction between G government
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licensed - privcte utility and a Commonwealth necessity has
nct been mace clear, Of a consegquence most arec ci<tizens
are uncwcre that the licensee bears no responsitili<y in an
emergency situction beyond plantsite, It is c common,
thouzh at cresent unsuppgortabir, belief that they will some-
how "te taken ccre o“", 1In fact, tte guestion remcins -« who
will cear resgcornsibility for the lives, property, ond future
cenercticns of l'cine pecple in the event of a Class § acci=-
dent?

SUNMMATION :

The inbut of nctional public interest croups ccrnot be cep-
ended umon %0 best represent the interesis of the region inasmuch
as there is ncthing to indiccte that they cre fomilicr wi.th cll the
factors particular tc, ancaffecting this area. While gubi)licction in
the Fecdercl Register mcy reach nctional public interest ¢;roups, arec
citizens wers totally unaware of the proposed rulemaking,, until the
Edgecemb Citizens Committee cttemptec to cissemincte such: informae
tion cfter July 31, 1379. In faoct the Eccecomb group wew.le not have
Been awzre ¢ the c¢3ll for public input hed not © regula™ reacer of
the Federzl Register in Washington forwcrcecd a copy of tr.e cocument
referencec atove,.

Y

wWe ccnclucde that the legal charge of the Commission to provide
for the oudlic safety to the best of their ability hes nc:t been
fulfillec. \.e so0 conzluce because while ce jure public riotice may
nave ceen Ziven, ce facto notice (best cccomplisihed in cormmon medic)
was not given,
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Raymond C., Shadis
for the Socrd of Directors
EOGECOHE CITIZENS CONIITTEE
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