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PETITION TO INTERVENE g
A st3

SUBJECT: NRC Document y7590-01, 12 July 1979
(10 CFR Part 50 Appendix E)
ADEGUACY AND ACCEPTANCE Of EMERGENCY
PLANNING ARCUND NUCLEAR PLANTS

P00R ORIGINAL

The Edgecomb Citizens Committee Concerned About Nuclear Power,

c non-profit group incorporated in the Stcte of N=ine, seeking to

represent public interest in the matter of nuclecr pcwer, cnd com-

prised of citizens living within the evccuation zone of Mcine Yon-

kee nuclecr plant hereby petitions to intervene in the matter of

propesec rulemcking (NRC Document #7590-01, dctec 12 July 1979).
ile petition the Nuclecr Regulatory Commission to extend the decd-

line f or public imput on rcdiologicci emergency rulemcking on

cdditionci 60 days from .he end of August to the end of October 1979.

The reason for this petition is that suf ficient notice has not

been provided for a reasoncble cmount of public i=iput in c matter

vitc1 to public scfety. Before recsoncble and productive sugges-

tions con be developed, time and money-consuming cssessments must be

underteken.

SC|'.E FACTCRS SEARING CN THE SITUATICN C-F MAINE YANKEE:.

1) GEOGRAPHY: Mcine Yankee is sited at the he=d of cn estucry

next to on unprobed and mcjor geologic fcult. The ecrthqucke

.
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resistance of its containment is dubious beyond force 6
Penin ulcs with limited cccess contain various population'

clustars cnd project seaward of the plcnt limiting ev 7cuc-
tion possibilities. Cocstal snowstorms f requently b.* anket

the crea closing even principal arteries f or extended per-
iods of time. Temperature inversions are common over Moine
Yankee. Gale winds and vulnerability to hurricanes could

present specici problems for air cnd sea evccuction. Mony

of the region's side roads are unpcVed and imposscble for
periods of four to six weeks during Springtime due to
mudding.

NOTE: The cree is served by light duty overhecd power cnd

telephone lines which cre f requently knocked out of service
by even smcIl storms.

2) ECCNOMICS : The costs of cn cdequcte response to rcdiologicci

emergency would be monumental. Mcine is the poorest state in

the Union on c per ccpito bcsis. Lincoln County - most ef f ect-

ed by cn emergency at Mcine Yonkee is one of the poorer counti-
es in the stcte. Lincoln County has a suostantial number of

elderly citizens on fixed inccmes. Most towns cre served by

under-equipped, volunteer Fire Depcrtments. Only a few con

efford First Aid cnd Ambulcnce. services.

2) LIFE STYLE: Because of its rurcl, wooded onc seccoc;t ncture

many crea people spend c good deal of time out-of-deses cnd out
of recch of communicction - owcy from their homes. These would

include (but not exclusively) woodcutters, hunters, formers,
cicm diggers, wormers, cnd fishermen. Adding to evacuation

dif ficulties are four 70spitals within the evacuction zone,

several isolated nursing homes end, less then 30 miles down-

wind, Thomaston Stcte Prison. To dcte Meine also Iceks cde-

cuate reception fccilities for evacuees.

.

4) POLIT: CAL: Maine people cre, by cnc large, loycl and con-

ser'ative. At present they tend to confuse cceepting uncue

risk with pctriotism. The distinction between a government
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licensed - privcte utility and a Commonwealth necessity hos

not been made clear. Of c consequence most crec citizens

cre uncwcre thc: the licensee bears no responsibility in on

emergency situction beyond plantaits. It is c common,

though ct present unsupportcbir,, be Lief that they will some-

how "be taken ccre od". In fcet, tt e question remcins - who

will becr responsibility for the lives, property, and future

generctions of f/. cine people in the event of c Cicss 9 acci-

dent?

SUf/.MATION :

The input of nctionci public interest grou:;::s cennot be dep-

ended upon to best represent the interests of t.No region incsmuch

as there is nothing to indiccte thct they cre familice wi'.th cll the

factors p rticulcr te, cndoffecting this crec. '//hile publicction in

the Feder:1 Register may reach nctional public iriterest g;roups, crea

citizens were totclly uncwcre of the proposed rulemcking,, until the

Edgecomb Citizens Cor.littee cttempted to dissemincte such informa-

tion efter July 31, 1 979. In fcct the Edgecomb group wculd not hcve

been cwcre of the c:ll f or public input hcd not c regulcr recder of

tne Federal Register in Wcshington forwcrced c copy of the document

referenced c ove.

We cenclude that the legal chcrge of the Cor:=ission to provide

f or the public saf ety to the best of their obility hcs nc:t been

fulfilled. V.e so conclude beccuse while de jure public riotice may
hcve been given, ce f cto notice (best ccccmplistied in ccynmon medic)
wcs not given.
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Rcyrnond G. Shadis
for the Socrd of Directors
EDGECCI-:S CITIZENS CC:/JCTTEE.

CONCERNED ASCUT NUCLEAi: PCre|ER
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