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August 24, 1Q70.

PM-74-801

PLANT E. I. HATCH
Docket No. 40 '221
Special 9ecort on RHR Pump Suction
Torus Isolation Valve E11-F00llB

Mr. James P. O'Reilly
Director of Inspection and Enforcement
Region II
Suite 3100
101 Marietta Street D**0
Atlanta, Georgia 30302
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Dea" Sir: A
o u. 3

On May 17, 1979, with the reactor in refueling, a Local Leak
Rate Tert (LLRT) of the RHR oumo "B" suction torus isolation
valve E11-F00!!B was performed per HNP-1 1052. This test
showed the valve to be leaking in excess of specified criteria
(refer to LER 50-3?1/1070 o331 Following corrective action
(lapped seat rings, laoped gate, and adjusted the valve's
motor operator see MR 41-79-2!l23), the valve was-

satisfactorily retested on July 26, 1979.

On August 12, 1070, the "B" loco of the RHR system was pl. aced
in service in the shutdown cooling mode of operation, and the '

reactor vessel level was observed to stant drooping.
Investigation showed that if the E11-F0654 valve was closed,'

then the reactor vessel water level would stabilize. Thus,
the E11-F004B and/or the E11-F030B v a l.v e s were Icaking. On
August 13, 1979, the "B" RHR pumo was run torus to torus in an
attempt to flush the seat of the R11-F00h3 valve; however,
this had no appreciable effect on the leakage. On August 14,
1979, the E11-F030B (rel.ief valve) was removed and
bench-tested satisfactorily. Thus, the E11-F0043 valve was
. determined to be leaking.

The LLRT performed on the E11-F00hB valve on July 26, 1070,
was performed in the di"ection that it would have to prevent
leakage post-LOCA, i.e., faon the inside of primary
containment outward; the 1.eakage now exisiting for the
E11-F003B valve is in the oooocite direction, i.n., back
towards contalnnent. This leakage oath from the reactor
vesse? to the nucoression chamber (torus) only exists when the
"B" RHR oump is in the shutdown cooling node of operation.
Thus, it was decided that the leakage of the valve represented
no condition tut would oreclude n o r m a l. o p a r a t t. o n .
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~ke decision was then nade to peaform a new LLRT on the
E 1 1 - ? 0 0 't B valve in order to ensure that the oricary
containnent i. n t e g "i t y of the valve still existed.

Thus, on August lu, 197o, a LLRT of the valve was performed.
The aesu1ts of this te3t shoved the valve to he leakino: less
than the acceotance c r i. t e r i. a soecified by the Technical
Specification and 10CFR50 accendix J (.60La overall 1. e a k a g e
for all tvoe B and tvoe C LLRTs, and the leakage of the valve
shall be lov enough such that the seal. water invento"v o f' the
valve is sufficient for 30 days the seal water inventory for-

the E11-F002B valve is the torus). However, the valve leak
rate was judged to bc excessive bv plant personnel and a
deviation "eoort (#1-79 126) was written saying that the
E11-?0028 valve had failed the LLRT. It was determined bv the
P1. ant Review Board that a Licensee Event Recoat was not
aeoutaed since the aoplicamle Technical Specification and
10CFR50 apoendix J accectance cetteria had been satisfied;
houeve", it was decided that a special reoort be written due
to the sequence of events.

Followinst mai.ntenance on the valve (tightened four bolts on
the valve's notor ooerator - MR #1-70 h7411, a satisfacto"v
LLRT vas perforned on August 16, 1070
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