ATTACHMF AT TO LER 79-23/3L
NORTHEAST NUCLEAR ENERGY COMPANY
MILLSTONE AUCLEAR POWER STATION, URIT 1
PROVISIONAL LICENSE NUMBER DPR-21
DOCKET NUMBER 50-245

Identification of Occurrence

Failure of a primary containment isolation valve to go closed.

Conditions Prior to Occurrence

Prior to the occurrence, the plant was operating at a steady-state power
level of 100 percent. Venting of the pressure suppression chamber,
using the vent bypass, was in progress.

Description of Occurrence

bn August 8, 1979, at 0600 hours, after venting the pressure suppression
chamber, the vent bypass valve (1-AC-12) failed to close. The required
surveillance for an inoperable containment isolation valve was performed.

Designation of Apparent Cause of Occurrence

The failure of 1-AC-12 to close was initially attributed to particle
contamination in the air operator. Disassembly and inspection revealed
no such contamination.

Analysis of Occurrence

The two-inch pressure suppression chamber vent bypass valve, 1-AC-12,

is one of the primary containment isolation valves and has a requirement
to go fully closed in 15 seconds upon receipt of an isolation signal.
Closure of this valve, in an emergency, is designed to minimize the
potential leakage paths from the pressure suppression chamber.

Failure of this valve to go closed did not create a condition which had
not been previously analyzed. Closure of the other isolation valve in

this line would be sufficient to maintain the required integrity.
Corrective Action

Disassembly of the air operator did not reveal any foreign material or
obvious explanation as to the valve's failure to close. The operator
was inspected, lubricated, reinstalled and strnked repeatedly. The
valve was stroked manually with no abnormal resistince or friction felt.

This valve is exercised frequently and will be continually monitored for
satisfactory performance.

The subject valve and operator are manufactured by the DEZURIK COMPANY,
MODEL NUMBER 256.
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