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Tarald &, Uenton, (&
Director of Yffice of Nuclear ieacter Kovulatioen, P i
1,8, Nuelear segulatory Counission,
washington, D,C, 20555 .
Dear Mr, lenton,

[ aia writing to you thais urgent appeal to give ’thc Go Ahead
?or the Sacranento Munieipal Utility District to put the inncho Seco plant back

oto operation at the earliest posaible noment, The reason--=Northern California
weather people say will be one of the hnttest

i3 having the atart of what the
summerg in meny yeara--=hers in the Central Valley the temperatures have elinbed
soue days over 100 degrees and we uay have some csoinyg as high as 112 degrees---
and we are woefully short of pouer.

, Baird, a

Qr many years
>

the Goneral

Under the leadership of Board President Willian B
hard nosed, ne ronsence huziness uen who hag lived in Sacrazento §
vid Deads npy cne of the largest lunber couprnies; William Valbridge,
Mauager of the District; and John Mattinoe, a very capable elentrical engineer,
SHUD has made all the changes requived by your comnizslon, and scuz not roquired,
to nake this plant as safe as those on our nuclear powerad submarines, cruisers
and aireraft carriz:rs and instituted an euployee tfaining program that will suard
voainst hunan error in the operation of the plant,

Your Commission also hps a nunclear engineer o3 the site, With
time runaing out om Power Sources in Northern California, ilancho Seco is nceded
like never before, All over Califoruia and particularly here in the Capital City
af Calaforuia thousands of new howes, office buildings, stores and many other types
of eomuercial buildings have been built in the last three yuars, not to wention
updatipyg sany older ounes, all adding a drain.on the already overtaxed power supp=
liea, Unless Hancho Seco ard Mount Diablo are allow:d to opevate, a frecze muat
be put on all new buildings and houey---a bacd blow to the econony :ud jobha,

Before becuming a General Duilding Contractor here, I worked for
wore than 24% vears wilh Pacific Gas & Llec, Co, in the Sacrapento Uivision, Darly
in the 1930's we switched from ¢rude oil to natural gas for the fuel to five the
furnaces in the power plants that provided back-nup power to the big hydro power
plants of PGXE, Then came the natural gas - ‘rtage aid back to oil again, Naw
oil 1e expensive and hard to cowe by and eve barrel not used for making clec-
tricity can be used to wake diesel or gaeoJlxue. Short supplies of all fuel may
bring an a depresaion that may be as disastrous a3 the one that started in 122
aud did not end until just before the start of World Yar I,

Tha old USS Nautilus slid. into Sgn Francisco day last week to
be decomnissioned aféer 30 more or less accident free of its auelear power plant,
ieuton, Washington, has a nuclear plant with a lot of yeais of accident free ser-
vice hehind it, With the changes that have beeu made aad with care a good train-
ing and top supervision of all persounel Hanche Seco should posc none of the threa:
to humans as claimed by the "kukes" who streamcd here frou the Cappuses at U,C,
Davis, berkelcey, Thousandas of permits, red tape, "hearings” no coal or oil plant
have even gotten off the ground in Califorgia~——-solur power 1s still net an aftor
ahle altarnative----so only nuclear i3 left. Blackouts, brvounouts, job lo:sses,

losses in spailed acats and produce, makes it imperative that Roncho Seco, now
read to go, be turned loose to operate, il i
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[ “olked ta Gov .. mor Jerry vou'e Enerygy Scevetavy ® vk
t3ld hiim that lerc-Jjot General © .povation's Hoeehoet Ilant o deiliats,
igenae Vander Lzll in charge, wLo have Saken senples of the 11 . ite fron

anclear power plants and reducad it to a dry powder, ia appearnucze net unlike
vour faverite laundry detergent, [t is perfectly dry, won't ahuorb woisture,

#ill not hurn or explade, has alnost no detectable rays, and ean he stored safe-
!y in steel containers, the stuff not eating into the metal, o zaid he would
relay this information to Governor Urown who has been making a "HYig thing" of

this liguid waste material, Vaonder wall said any sanples your "in residence”
nulear engineef at Hancho Seco, (he was sure) could send him would be procesazed

to shuw your Commission that the way to umake nuclear waste safe can he accoxzplishe
v2ro Jet hppes to sell the process %o all of the nuclear power plants in the ba-
tion and perhaps overseas, No charge would be uade fos the test,

I was with PU&E in 1947 when we sold the SMUD the lines and equipnent in
Sacrasento County which now wmakes up the SKUD area fov ahout 11,000,000, SNU
wa3 to buy most of its power fron the U,3, Cuntral Vylleys Project and PGLE pro-
vidiaz a backe-up, Pepulation zooned in Cal2fornia, especially here, and SLUD
had to build a couple of Hydro Plants vhich have Jlone very well, This still was
ot enough and at the urging of the U,S, Governneut, fhe State Government of Calif
the loecal uewspapers, local political eatities, ote,, the District (SMUD) was
pushed into building the "Thiag That Was The Ngal McCoy"™, the pover of the future,
an atomic power plant,

Vow SMUD ewes about One Billion Dollars---not a big acount to the Federal
Veople, but a hell of a lot for a district of about 730,000 people ta pay off
through the revenue that must come from their power billas, It can eaaily be
naid off in Raneo Seco rund---and it did very well a nuabes af vears---~so the
figures on the ledgers of thu Utility District were nmice blaek onw3=---now the
red figures to the tune of 320,000 a day in wages and other epense anch os
gaarde, ate,, as personnel draws its pay in full, even though shut down,are
snowing wp, Loss of power remcuue frouw the plant exceeds 573,000 a day,

All the protestors who want a "“hearing" (there have heen plenty of hearings
30 far) are the ones who want to shut down all nnclear plants, Practically none
live in tha SUUD area and are from dissident atudent groups aud left wing teachers
who have little of momatary interest, Thousands of illegal iwaigrants and
"boat people” are being dunped iato Calafornia every year, all using electricity,
A moratorium on all buiilding will soon have to be enacted if nnclear plants,
safe though they are and getting safer all the tixze, aren't allowed to operate,
The State of Caldfornia has thousauds in local offices without opening windows
that can't operats if the ULrowvnouts and blackouts cone,
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THERE WiLL probably be times
this summer when you will be
asked to use less clectricity than
you'd like.

PG&E is duing everything it can
to see that you have all you really
need, but as this was wnitten in

“mid-May there were a great many
question marks, and only one thing
scemed really clear:

Power supply this summer will
be tight, and everyone’s help in
saving encrgy will be necessary. (It
will also help hold down summer
utility bills, the highest of the year
for many customers.)

Two important things you can
do to help:

* Don’t use electric appliances
during the hours of peak use be-
tween noon and € p.m. unless
absolutely necessary.

« If you feel you need an air con-
ditioner, set the thermostat at 78° or
higher and as far as possible avoid
those hours of noon to 6.

Some background:

.. .The possibility of not having
cnough power to meet summer’s
peak demands was raised in eamnest
in late April. -

At that time the big Rancho Seco
nuclear power plant belonging to
the Sacramento Municipal Utility
District was shut down in com-
pliance with instructions from the
Nuclear Regulatory Commission.
(Rancho Seco power is an impor-
tant part of the total Northern and
Central California supply.)

But before this happened PG&E
had already been busy.

Early in the year, when licensing
of PG&E's own Diablo Canyon
Power Plant [story on page 4] did
not conclude in time for its output
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to be counted on for this summer,
PG&E began negotiating to buy all
available power from neighboring

utilities, principally in Southem
California.

In April, *ith the possibility of a
Rancho Seco shu(down. PCG&E
took new step '

. "'.,'.".:.:‘ W "k the Bonneville
Po»\cr Administration to geta
major block of .\onh\u.sx power

capacity in May, a month earlier

o P .
~ o haart N

-
-~ T A . CCS
S TR o By et i P o AT

than already planned. In May ad-

. ditional Pacific Northwest supplies

became available, as did additional
capacity from the Castaic pumped
storage project of the Los Angeles
Department of Water and Power.
With these developments, reserve
margins of generating capacity
should be about 10 percent in June,
July and August—tight but proba-
bly manageable margins. (Reserve
margins are explained later in this
story.)

* Formed an ad-hoc committee
of chief operating officers of the
five major California utilities, to
insure fullest coordination of con-
servation programs and of all
power resources available to Cal-
:fomxa.
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* Began contacting mémberyof
the Western Systems Coordinating
Council, a voluntary league of 46
utilities in 14 western states and
British Columbia, to explore’pos-
sipilities for assistance.

¢ Stressed againto re t"'a:ory
;g:r.-.,stl:: need for approvals of
new generating capacity so that the
summertine cn‘ﬂ') emergency

pattern of recent years will not
continue.,

Question marks remain:

PG&E's incoming president and
chief operating officer, Bacten W.
Shackelford, wamed that many fac-
tors could affect the supply of
power this summer. The length of
time Rancho Seco would be cut of
service was a prime question, but
far from the only one.

“As in the past,"’ Shackelford
said, *‘in face of an emergency, all
utilitics have voluntarily gone the
extra mile to help each other.

“*The availability of Rancho
Seco during the summer months

- would belp a2 great deal to alleviate .
the tight supply picture in Northern

California this year. Buc the picture
will depend also on what type of
summer weather we have, the ac-
tion of our customers voluntarily
to curtail the use of air conditioners
and other appliances during the
peak time, and the absence of
major generating plant failures.
**To the maximum extent possi-
ble, however, " he said, "PC&E
and every major California utility
are determined to provide uninter-
rupted electric service.””
* = %
Reserve margins—what and why
Turbine-generators may mal-
function. Boilers may have tube
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public hearing on the plant’s safety
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(The following is based on re-
marks made by PG&E President
John F. Bonner at the company’s
annual meeting April 18.)

OUR 2-MILLION kilowatt Dizolo
Canyon Nuclea Plant is moving
closer to cperation. Heari-gs before
the Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sion’s Atomic Safety and Licensing
Board for issuance of an operating
license concluded in February. -

It is still too early to tell what ef-
fect the Three Mile Island accident
in Pennsylvania will have on the
licensing procedures for Diablo
Canyon. The facts on the accident
are still not completely known.

They are being thoroughly investi-

gated now by a Presidential Com-

-t

1/ PEaE pledges studies to assuia saiziy of
———

mission, the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission, the Advisory Com-
mittee on Reactor Safeguards, the
Electric Power Research [nstitute,
other utilities, equipment suppliers,
and, of course, our own experts are
intensively investigating it as it re-
lates to Diablo Canyon.

The company is comraitted to
assuring the safety of - ay nuclear
power plant it operates. We do not
intend 1o operate any nuclear plant
unless we are satisfied with its
safety features. Diablo Canyon has
been subjected to the most rigorous
design review in history, and its
operators have been intensively
trained for several years and tested
repeatedly.

* There are substantial differences
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in the design of cur Diab.d Canyon
plant and the Three Mile [sland
plant. Based on the information we
have to date, we believe that these
differences would prevent the Three
Mile Island sequence of events from
accurring at Diablo Canyon.

Although it does not now appear
that any substantial changes in de-
sign or operating procedures for the
Diablo plant are necessary, if ad-
ditional facts show that changes in
the Diablo plant or its operating
procedures are necessary, we will
make them.

The Three Mile Island accident
was serious and regrettabic, but we
will learn from what happened there
and even {urther improve the safety
of auclear power plant operations.
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