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Carolina Power and Light Company
ATTN: J. A. Jones

Executive Vice President
and Chief Operating Officer

h11 Fayetteville Street
Raleigh, North Carolina 27602

Gentlemen:
NoThe enclosed Bulletin 79-18 is forwarded to you for infomation.

written response is required. If you desire additione.1 infomation

regarding this matter, please contact this office.
Sincerely,

.
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%-%~'

Jace's P, O'Rei1 [~

Director

Enclos.;es:

1. IE Bulletin No. 79-18
2. Listirg; of IE Bulletins

Issued in Last Six Months
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Carolina Power and -2-

Light Company

ce v/ encl: ,

R.' Parsons, Site Manager
Post Office Box 101 27562
New Hill, North Carolina
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0FFICE OF INSPECTION AND ENTO

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20555

August 7, 1979

IE Bulletin No. 79-18

AUDIBILITY PROBLEMS ENCOUTIERED ON EVACUATION OF PERSONNEL FROr, HIGH-NOISE
AREAS

Description of Circumstances:

In January 1979, a number of licenset personnel were engaged in routinetion, Crystal
activities in the auxiliary building at the Florida Power CorporaLlhile these individuals were working in the

d release of radio-River Unit 3 nuclear plant.
auxiliary building, in a high-noise (fan) area, an unplanneh iliary

active noble gases was detected by building monitors within t e auxlity

building at concentrations which caused the licenar to initiate the faciThe facility Emer-

emergency plan auxiliary building evacuation procedietgency Officer (Shift Supervisor) assessed the'sonitor readings anThe evacuation annountement, made over the
d initiated

licensee's PA system, was not heard by th personnel workwr ' . *he high-noisean auxiliary building evacuation.
Licensee personnel did evacuate t he auxiliary building upon ot--rvingl room to inquire

that other personnel had left, and after calling the controD'. ring these occurrences, licenseearea.

if an evacuation had been initiated.
l t ry

personnel were not exposed to quanti %et if radionuclides above regu a oHowever, the potential existed for inadvertent unnecessary expos e
guidance.of individuals to radioactive materials.

Subsequent to the NRC followup insg etion of this occurrence, Florida Power
Corporation initiated an assessment of this situation and performed anh the annun-
engineering evaluation and identified several plant areas w ereThe licensee has installed a
ciator system needed audibility improvement. l alarm indi-
new auxiliary building evacuation tone signal and may add visua
cators in areas of very high-noise.

Action to be Taken by the Licensees:

For all power reactor facilities with an operating license:

Determine whether current alarm systems and evacuation announcer-ntih
systems are clearly audible or visible throughout all plant area, w tDetermination in high noise areas must be1.

emphasis on high-noise areas.
made with the maxisua anticipat

DUPLICATE DOCUMENT-

- 845 310/ " tire document previously entered
/* (uto system under:

,

^= ?9a To.So yo3,

,

P^

No. Of pages:
,

'

.
i


