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UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REG!ILATORY COMMISSION

REGION 11
101 MARIETTA ST N.W._ SUITE 3100
ATLANTA, GEORG!A 30303

AUG 7 197¢

Carolina Power and Light Company

ATTN: J. A.

Jones

Executive Vice President
end Chief Operating Officer
411 Fayetteville Street

Raleigh, North Carolina

Gentlemen:

The enclosed Rulletin 79-18 is forwarded to you for information.

vritten response is requirec.

27602

regarding this matter, please contect this office.

Enclos . es:

- 1E Bulletin No. T9-18

- Listing of IE Bulletins
Issued in Last Six Months

Sincerely,

’ — -

o o \Xr‘s—\‘ s
James P, O'Reil
Director

(tc

No

If you desire additionmel information

790822042|



Carolins Power and
Light Company

cc w/encl:

k. Parsons,
post Offace
Nev Hall, ¥

Site Managerl
Box 101

orth Carolina 27562

AU 7 197



‘ccessions No: 7908030403
FESINS No: 6820

UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY coMMISS]
OFFICE OF INSPECTION AND ENFORFEMENT
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20555

August 7, 1979
IE Bulletin No. 79-18

AUDIBILITY PROBLEMS ENCOUNTERED ON EVACUATION OF PERSONNEL FROY HIGH-NOISE

Description of Circumstances:

1o January 1979, @ pusber of licenses® personnel were engaged in routine
activities in the suxiliary building at the Florida Power Corporation, Crystal
River Unit 3 ouclear plant. While these ipdividuals were workipg in the
suxiliary building, in a high-noise (fan) area, ao unplanned release of radio-
active poble gases was detected by building ponitors withio the auxiliary
building at concentrations which caused the liceps~ to ipitiate the facility
epergency plao auxiliary building evacuation proced The facility Emer-
gency Officer (Shift Supervisor) assessed the sopitor readings and initiated
an suxiliary building evacuation. The evacu2’ion annountement, made over the
licersee's PA system, was pot heard by th: personnel vorking ‘= the high-noise
area. Licensee personnel did evacuate 'be auxiliary building upon oL-eTVing
that other personnel had left, and afte’ calling the control room to inquire
if an evacuation had been initiated. D.riog these ocrurrences, licensee
personnel were pot exposed to quantitaes +f radionuclides abcve regulatory
guidance. However, the potential existec for ipadvertent unnecessary exposti®
of individuals to radioactive materials.

Subsequent to the WRC followup imsp:ctiod of this occurrence, Flcrida Power
Corporation ipitiated an assessment of this situation and performed an
engineering evaluation and jdentified several plant areas where the annun~
ciator system peeded audibility improvement. The licensee bas installed »
pev suxiliary building evacuation tone sigoal and may add visual alarm indi-
cators in areas of very high-noise.

Action to be Taken by the Licensees:

For all power reactor facilities with an operating license:

1. Determine vhether current alare systems and evacuation announces-ot
systems are clearly audible or visible throughout all plant area. with

egphasis oD high-aoise areas. Determination io high noise areas sust be
sade vith the maxisus anticipat
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