MEMORANLUM:

The attached letter (s) addressed to

the President is referred to your office
for suitable acknowledgment or other
appropriate handling at the earliest
opportunity. Should you receive mail
that has been misdirected, please forwvard
to the appropriate agency.
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Pamela K. Zinn
Associate Director
White House Correspondence

Thank you.
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'e are writing to srotest the recent degcizion of ith1e luclear
Zegulatory Commission to close a series of nuclear-souered ccnera-
ting plantsy IREILLIAE sne VT CU SuTSyuSitsTTEE service us, un
their cooling syste’ have bveen earthguae-rreofed. e think %
the decision epitorizes the liind of partially thought-through f
decision that Lurts citizens;zore than it helps thez. Ve think
a decision that coatradicts the reforcs of the federal goverrnie
that you pledged yourself to oring about. tnd we thing that a
able modification of this decision is within your poves
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Clearly, NZC thinks that it is carrying out its mandated resT
bvilities. =carlier regulations were inadegusce vhen the plaants were
constructed., Technically, NRC was negligent in protecting our int
ests. Sut now, when it se%s out to correct nast cistakes, it zus
also keep all of our interests in mind.

o

The likelihocd of an earthguake of sufficient magunifuce hitting
the nuclear facilities in such a way as‘TE’??EEEEEZEQS_QESbIe:s =0
projects is exirenmely low. If such a tremor nits, psople wilil die

ir far larger nuobers from collapsed puildings and bridges and Iroz

the after—ath of the disaster., Put in perspective, NRC's worries

cover only a szall part of ilhe prosrective disaster. If the unlikely
earthgualke nisses the nuclear plants, the rest of the disaster will
still occur. In short, if the governzen’ is in the business of rro-
tecting us against earthquaXkes, the LRC action is totally inadeguate,
\ie presume that your administration has no plan to earthqualie-proof

all the othner facilities likely to be affected, closing them down in
the meantime, For all its good intentions, the NRC cdecision finds no
reasonable rationale in a responsility to maxe nuclear power units

sa‘e from earthguakes. The problexz is that the NRC has not thought
tarough the otner consequences of itc decision because they are outside
of its field of responsibility. What hapzens to the cost of electric
vowver for us:rs that rcust now rely on scarce and costly petroleux

fuels for an ind~finite perind? Should other agencies interpret their
responsibilities to protect citizens froz recote disasters? Will we
nalt all driving until the highways are safe? Prohibit all s=oking?
Surely these activities will result in nore deaths than any earthguaxes

--“'c .
the NIC projects.

In skort, please ¢raw the N3T into cenyaragption with the rest of
the governrent and get thea to put tne probles= into a saner rersETRCLLY
Yake the repairs over a reasonable jer od_when the czost to citicens of

tne KRC's earlier nmistakes c?n be minimized,
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