APR 5 1975

vir. Sheldon .eyers

director

office of lwclear Wast2a iianagoment
L.S. Jepartment of Energy
Vasaington, U.C. 20845

vear [ir, ileyers:

Ou tarch 8, 1972, tue tiuclear Enginecring Company, Inc. (iECC) notified
us they were purg artedlj closing the Sheffield, I11inois coumercial
low-level radicactive waste (LLM) disposzal site and was sesking to
witadraw their application for renewal of their duclear Regulatory
Comuission (WRC) license ard exnansion of tne site. HECO also motified
I11incis State officials that they wer2 sceking to t*rﬂ1nate thair lease
wita the State for use of the lamd. Hnile we do nou agree that ECO can

wrilateraliy terminate their license, the comwany's intent is cle=r—-
step all waste management activities in I1linois and alandon the Sief-
ficld site. Ue are not certain how evenis concerning Shefficld may
impact HECU's plans for continued operation of their otlier two sites at
goatty, nevada and wiciland, dashingten. WHe are aware he State of
[i1inois is seeking subscantial damages from GECO in a related suit
involving the Sheffield site waich may jeopardize their financial
ability to ramain in business.

In view of these facts, we bolieve the cepartment of Energy should be
preparad to take immediate, suort-tarm con:ingen:y action for interin
acceptance of commercial LLW in the event of closure of the Bealty and
nichland sites and in the event such action is neaded. W0 advance
wotice vas prov*:ed to the SLuue of Iilinois or (RC that by a ore'crioei
date, JECO would Tcave the site., In visw of this, you mi 9nt nave eonly

a day to respond to closure of the two western sites one of which is the
gnly site accepting TRU wastes
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Your longer term actions to develop a detailed contiagency pian for
comnercial wastes auuu1, be continued. .
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Joim 5. Nartin, Jircctor
givision of Wastla .anagement
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