. Tt S ks o bas

<
e =381 (FFFR 26817)

PETITION RULE 22

THE SQCIETY OF NUCLEAR MEDICINE

24 May 79
Secretary of the Commission

United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D. C. 20555

Attention: Docketing and Service Eranch
Gentlemen:

This is in support of the petition [Docket No. PRM-35-1] of
Professor George V. Taplin, M.D. that the USNRC rescind its stipu-
lation so as not to recommend a radiodrug be used strictly in
accord with the marufacturers' package insert.

In my opinion, no manufacturer cof a radiodrug will wish to
stifle initiative and innovation in applications of its pruduct
for the benefit of a patient in the best Judgmen” of his physi-
cian, who 1s licensec to practice medicine in any state.

) Especially would this be unlikely in the case of Professor
Taplin, who was the medical scientist who originated the use of
"inside-out" imaging of the "uzan lung, in 1963. Since then, his
method has become applied by thousands of physicilans worldwide to
aid them in the diagnostic process in many tens of thousands of
patients. Such overwhelming acceptance of his leadership should
gontinue to be rewarded. Of paramount concern is that the 99mTc-
OTPA aercscol system developed by Professor Taplin manifestly is
superior insofar as 1t greatly reduces exposures to radiation.

Enclosed is a copy cof my 25-Peb-£€ letter which indicated my
high regard for Professor [laplin as a highly competent physician
in the development of applicatiors of "The Peaceful Atom" in the
service of Medicine. Since then, I have been elected Historian of
the 10,000-member Society of Nuclear Medicine. In this pesition,
I sense that Professor Taplin has the ccemplete confidence of the

nucloar medicine cocmmunity.
incerely yours,
willtam G. Myegbs, /?nD, MD
Researcn Professor of Nuclear Medicine

The Ohio State University Hospital T5
cunowiedgnd 5y 4«4//«'9(_1 410 W. 10th Ave, Columbus OH 432136 ) 249
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Dector 0. R, Lunt

Acting Chairman and Director

Laboratory of Nuclear Medicine and Radlation Biology
University of California, los Angeles

900 Veteran Avenue

Los Angeles, California 50024

Dear Doctor Lunt:

To respond to your kind invitation in sour 18 Jan €6 letter re
Doctor George V. Taplin is easy for me beczuse it furnishes 2 pleas-
ant cprortunity to support the academic advancement of a remarkably
fine colleague. I am assuming Step V in the Professorial and Research
Series ranks at the University of California, for whieh Doctor Teplin
is eligible, is the highest Professorial Rank at your institution.

Briefly stated, my "evaluation of the significance and impact'
of Dr. Taplin's past and current: research’ is that "Tappy is Tops.'
In resp2et to his work, the reprints and bibliography of Dr. Taplin's
pudblications that you sent me, causes me to invoke the Latin phrase,
r2s ioca loguitur. He possesses an afflatus which drives him to be-
ing a prodigious and fruisful worker of the highest competence. A keen
insight is the most precious attribdbute of any investigater and Decter
Taplin's truly excepticnal intuition and imagination are adnmired great-
17 by all "Nuclear Medicine Men," and they are the envy of all of us
who are less richly endowed.

As you know, Doctor Taplin is so soft-spoken that nis presenta-
tions of his work might appear to the casual Or disinterested listen-
er To be something less than inspiring. But I have observed that this
attridute is toc nis advantage. For his pPlercing perception i3 so very
great and his masterful demonstrations of tho validity »f his insight

e revcaled so well in his prolific publications, that I find myself
lways sitting on the edge of my ceat in anticipation of brilliant new
Zevelations whenever "Tappy" prosents his latese contrivutien,

That I am not alone in my enthusilasm for Doetor Taplin as an ap-
plier of nuclear energy in medicine without Peer was supported =y Dr,
Mcnte Slau [Roswell Parie Memorial Institute, Buffalo] in nis address
after dinner on 30 Oct 64 at the Symposium on Clinical Applications
of Nuclear Medicine, in Cleveland.
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Fitth Anniversary of the Symbol of A\ .

The Society of Nuclear Medicine

william G. Myers

Historian, The Society of Nuclear Medicine
The Ohio State University Hospital, Columbus, Ohio

Editor's Note: For this 25th Annual Meeting Silver Anniver-
sary issue of The Journal of Nuclear Medicine, the Historian
of the Society traces the evolution of the Society's—and

Journal’s—symbol in its present form.
J Nucl Med 19: 606, 1978

The symbol shown above first began to appear on
the front cover of The Journal of Nuclear Medicine
with the January 1973 issue. Ellis H. Myers was the
artist who created it in the spring of 1972, while we
were at The Donner Laboratory of Medical Physics
at The University of California at Berkeley.

We designed the upper part of the symbol to repre-
sent carbon, the “organic™ element that is central o
biochemistry and which constitutes about 189 of the
human body by weight and almost 10% of all the
atoms in the body. Carbon has two K slectrons and
four L electrons, as depicted here in Bohr's orbiral
atomic model.

Carbon was chosen also for simplicity, since it has
the lowest atomic number of any of our biochemical
physiolcical elements which can e “represented”
by a Zy-nuclide. Tarbon-11 car be detected in the
intact patient by means of the (wo 5[ [-keV Zy-rays,
which are emitted at (%0° to sach other, and which
almost always accompan ' the “annihiiation” of posi-
tron-electron pairs. Thus, it lends itself 1o the “inside-
out™ methodology originatea by Herrman L. Blum-
gart and his co-workers a haif<ertury ago.

Cardbon-11 now 15 coming 0 be used frequently as

Received and acce=.ed Seat. 12 1977

For repnint. contact: Wiiliam G Myers. Dept. of Padioiogy.
The Ohio State University Hospital, 410 West Tenth Ave.. Colum-
bus. OH 21210

*On my Charr.: Member certificate of The Sociery of Nuclear
Medicine there appears in the background 2n enormous Staff of
Aesculapius with five electrons in ortits superposed upon . The
same symbo! 5 centered in the seai in the lower left corner. This
certuficate is dated *Thus J0th day of May, 19547 and 1t bears the sig-
natures of Thomas Carlile. the firt President. and of Rex L. Huff.
the first Secretary

a radioindicator in nuclear medicine as more “medi-
cal hospital™ cyclotrons are becoming installed, and
as elegant new instruments are evolving with which
to locate the positions that “new” C-]| atoms take in
patients by means of the inherent directionality
achieved with the back-to-back Zy-ray pairs.

Historically, carbon-11 first was used for “inside-
out” studies in man in 1945 at The Donner Labora-
tory by Tobias, Lawrence, Roughton, Root, and
Gregersen (/), who used Geiger-Muiller tubes to de-
tect the Zy-rays that squirted sut of various parts of
their bodies after they had inhaled C-'| carbon mon-
oxide.

The lower part of the symbol is The Staff of Aescul-
Apius, the god of medicine, which has been used as
ths symbol of medicine since ancient times. To avoid
any suggestion of sacnlegious violation of this sacred
symbc! with a surrounding clutter of clectrons, these
were piaced above the staff to indicate that in nuclear
medicine rodern concepts of atomic stristure rest
upon ihe antiguity of the medicine that supports them.

In this way we strove to improve upon previous
symboils used vancusly by The Society of Nuclear
Medicine, in which three, four, ~r even five® slectron
orbits were depicted cominonly as a sort of “halo”
superposed on The Staff of Aesculapius. Thus, we
avoided indicating that such unphysiological. and
even noxiously toxic, elemenis such as lithivm. beryi-
lium, or boren should serve to symboiize *he lore of
nuclear medicine,
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