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March 23, 1979

Tne Honorable Joseph M. Hendrie
Chzirman

Nuelezr Regulastory Camission
washington, D.C. 20555

Dezr M, Chairmen:

Iamv .“ing in regard to the Camission's recent action in ordering the
shutéown o1 .ive nuclear power plants following the discovery of an error in
the seismic computer model codes used by Stone and Webster Engineering

oany in designing the restraints of certuin secondary pipe systems. I
camend the Camission for its prozpt and forceful response to the disclosure
¢f this error, ané, while I hope that action will be taken to insure that such
2n incident will never be duplicated, I trust that if the need ever arises
s2in, the Comxission will, without hesitation, take vigorous action to
irsre that 21l reactors are constructed and operated in & manner that fully
protects the putlic health, safety and the environment. The pramt
erforcement of 21l regulations not only insures vigilance upon the part of all
1icensees, but 2lso enhances the public's ability to rely on the Comnission to
effectively regulzte the nuclear industiry.

m

There a2re, however, certzin matters regarcing this event which are of
otneern to me.  First, witnesses t.stifving befcore other comittees of
Toneress on behalf of Stone and Webster Engineering Campany have argued that
‘e zltermative responses were aveilable to the Camissicen. Principle among
sse zre: (1) reducing the authorized power output ¢ the plants; (2)
t2>lishing an earthouake watch, and (3) increasing the rumber of persomnel
the plants in crder to provide an additicnzal capebility to scram the plant

he nt of an earthquake. 1 request that vou provide me with an
2 uztion of the feasibility and potentizl effectiveness of each of these

/

1}

A
=
D

m b ot
et
v
Y O

]
ct
3y
o
m
<
n
3«

m

= terrztives, the statutory or regulatory authority, if any, for each, and
‘e precedent, if any, for esch zlternztive.
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considerzble ettention hae besen focused on th

v exist in cther computer codes. I reguest
ude of this pessibility. and describe the
e Coomiseion to ciscover such problems 21d

n
il
(LU

42t vou advise

mnkd e tyml m s =
gl wiich 2r€e 0

.
o~ A e
QIrTEts ved.

344 023
790718 0>

THIE ETATIONERY PRINTED CN FAPER MADE WITH RECYCLED FIBERS

c.par v



he ch cble Jeseph M. Hendrie

Tairéd, I 2z conce ned about the promptness of Stone and Webster
Engineering Cazpeny in discovering the existence of this problem and
reporting it to the Commission. I, therefore, ask that yocu advise me of the
action the Ca:us.-cn n2s tzken to address this issue and provide me with an
estimzte of vhen such action will be complete.

Ieaz fully awzre of the legzl problems resulting from the Pillsbury case
relating to the Cezxission's abil:ty to discuss 2 matter under consideration
cr wpon vhich the Caxission must soon act, and therefore, wish to emphasize
thzt Iax merely *=-cme for informstion, and am no'. asking t‘:zat the Comission
ciscuss the merits ¢." its zction. I zm, however, concerned zbout the legal
implications of the Commission's zppearances b:fore numerous subcomittees
el which the deteils and merits of the Commissicn's actions were
ciscusses. As the Commission will soon be pres:nted with the staff's review
cf the situstion end be presented with recomiendations for future action
regaréing this prodlern, I 2 curious as to what effect these past appearances
will ‘"vo ez the cz:'_s<1cn s ability to act upon these recomencdations.

“.snc.;e::t‘.\, I esk that you provide me with a legal analysis of the
o "-c*': present agbility to ect in view of past pablic appearances
regeréing o --s issue., Furthermore, if, in your opinion, any of the questions
- have asked compoxnd the existing problem, pl--se b.".ng the matter to the
attention of )’.cr.:el J. Ward, the Subcmitte smsel, so that a mutually
satisfactory resclution can . 2 achieved.

I look forward £o your prampt response.

kitr every good wish,

Sincerely,

Jc‘"} D
Chairmer
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