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Secretary of the Oc cissien
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Washingten, DC 20$$$

E <fION: Docketing and Service Branch

SU3 JECT: Proposed Amend =ent to 10 CPR 20, Regarding
Certification of Health Physics Personnel

Dear Mr. Chilk:

Cn February 27, 1979, the NRC published 'n the Federal ''.
Register a petition for rule ~*d g relating to the certification
of Health Physics Persennel, and requested cecnents or suggestions
cence-4*c this petition. We appreciate the epportunity to provide
the Cec =issicn with Philadelphia Electric Cc=pany's ec==ents.

We are opposed to the certificatien of Health Physics
personnel as proposed in this petition. The ability of Health
Physics personnel to perfom their function is dependent en their
trn''d c and erperience. Much of this trainirs and experience is
uni :e to the type of reactor and facility in which they vei.T
Each licensee =aintains a staff of qudified persennel which ::ets
the require =enta of ANSI 18.1. The qualificatiens of the staff as
a whcle, as well as individual Health Physicists, is reviewed by
NEC inspecters as part of a routine inspection prep. Our experien:e
indicates that freTaent Nr.C inspecticns, which include the review cf
records and the direct cbservation of persennel at ved, adequately
gauges the cerits of any radiation protecticn progra=.

As a neans to assist the NEC inspec cr in his review of
persennel 7 ='4"ications, we propese a licensee cen nciled type of
cer-ification. This ype of certification eculd be based cn a #~

ased by the A erican Socie y fcr Ncndest=ctive Testing as designate <.
in their recc== ended practic w Nc. SNT-TC-11, June 1975 edi:icn. S.is
type of cer ification is nationally reccgniced and we'' - ders:ced in
cur industry. It could be inplecented in a shcr pericd of tine.
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The validiry of this type of certificatien would be effective only
as long as the individual was e= ployed by the licensee.

We believe this type of cedification veuld be rach =cre
cen"4"gful than certificatien by cutside agencies.

Very truly yours,
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