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Dr. Ray Cooperstein Igs\ &
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Comission
1915 Eastern Avenue
Silver Spring, Maryland 20907

Re: Cotter Corporation
Canon City Mill Expansion

Dear Dr. Cooperstein:

Pursuant to our conversation of today, enclosed is a copy of
a letter, dated July 19, 1979, from Bill Chappell of the University
of Colorado Environmental Trace Substances Research Program. The
attached correspondence, dated April 26, 1968, from a County Exten-
sion Agent in Colorado to the Department of Health, pertains to the
Bosco well, and was found by Dr. Chappell in the files of a previous
study done by the University near the Cotter site.

Sincerely yours,
/

C m

Edward J. McGrath

EJM:jcb

Encls.

cc: James Montgomery
Colorado Department of Health
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THE ENVIRONMENTAL TRACE SUBSTANCES RESEARCH PROGRAM
E.T.S.R.P.

University of Colorado

July 19, 1979

Mr. Edward McGrath
14th Floor
51 Monroe Street
Rockville, Maryla:vi 20850

Dear Ed:
.

I am enclosing a letter that I found in our files relating to the original
problem at Bosco's farm. I thought that I had seem a vet's report, but I can't
find it. Maybe this will help you track it down since it identifies the extension
agent.

The description in the third paragraph involves the two most cct=non and
noticable sy=ptoms associated with molybdenosis in cattle.

I hope this is helpful.

Sincerely yours,

pict gECElvED
h .; - mWillard R. Chappell
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Colorado Sta'te Dept. of Public Health s''

- h210' E., llth Ave. Y[
'

Denver,' Colorado 80220
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Dear Mr. Graber: ,.

:~ep
Mrs. P.andall, cur county nurse, said you were in the Cancn City area

(,f' ,l.ast week but I was unable to contact ycu while you were here. Probably 5
her secretary cave you sone infernation regarding a " tor.ic well water" 7
condition to li'/estock, wbich exists at the -Derimic Bosco residence -at 's
lh28 Cedar Ave, here in Canon City. u

' - p.

I visited with Mrs. Besco this norning but she said you had not con-
tacted her as yet. I wculd like to know if ycu- night be able to provide fS' ,
her with assistance in testing her well and an alfalfa forage sare. le for CW

g. .,.,

abnorrally high :.ineral cencentrations.
GN. .'M3
::zr/a

Over the pa 3t several years, their livesteck have experienced dia.r-
rhea and general unthrif tiness fron using their well water for drinking. !g),Gg
Also, it appearc they are unable to feed alfalfa hay which has been % C'a
watered fren either of two wells on their place.

7::_m
7

s

3cth wells have been tested for bacteria and fcund to be suitable e $.]g

for here use, however, they are new using city water' for their houscheld *f
use. This past year, they have also been forced to use city water fer ;6 ~
their livestock as well due to the tex.ic cendition which results.

Since they are also anable to feed alfalfa hay from the field, the
forage grcwn has becore useless to the for liyestock feed. 7 et e rina.rians
have inspected the cattle but have bec . unable to deterrinc what r.ight be '
causing the toricity.
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I have contac:.ed our nutritierist. at Colorade State Mriver:ity
but thcy evidently do not have facilit.ics to : a. tests of water or forage

mineral concentratiens vi thout er.cessive cost involved. A
for ..pecifi:
1ccal chc.-J st indicated the uater showed high cc ncentrations of I'agr.csium
but this has not been cesitively isolated to y krouledge.

I have becn working with the Bosco fanily fcr over a year en this
prob 1c~. but as yet I an sorry te say I have been very little assistance

m

Their residcace is located appr.7. irately 3/L mile to 1 mi)e q _ ,1
to ther.
frem the Cett er Ccrporation which as y-u -ay kne . process Uranivn fo. g

cer >ercial < enecrrs. Some suspiciens have been raised reEarding the
.

possiM11ty of high mineral cencentrations entering t.he ground .;ater .",F.rs. Ecsco said the walls have becr. u:ed forfre *.k.nir tailings pend.
rany years but the treuble ha: eristed only the last h or 6 . .

.

I would appreciato it very r.ich if ycr.r office could provide a:sist- J
ance to ... , & ''.rs. Ececo in deter. ming what the toxicity is canced frer, _'-

how it right be entering the wclls and what right be done to correct the w , .;;

I: m'cacituat ion, i.f arvthing. I would recer. mend both a water analycis and
forace cnalycis if ycur office has the facilities to do this. 93

, , % 3,-

.-
-

I realice the backgrcund informatica I have provided is certainly [ ''. ' ]
inecmlete and I wculd be h1ppy to visit with ycu further reca~!ing this c

;
preble.m. The-3csecs are-qui.tc. concerned abcut correcting this .=ituation .

': ,

if pccrible.
'

; a

r,.. -.,!g .-

x

Sincerely,
1

/ )
. -

..-

- et ,y C.( 6 ..n.,-
J

% y

Larry ' . t'agner
~.zetension Agent

b ko wa. N .275'-6c 7
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cc: Mr:. Ocrk'ic Jesco h/,

Gordon Pickle /
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