LAW OFFICES
EDWARD J. McCRATH

4™ FLOOR
SI MONROQE STREET
ROCKVILLE, MARYLAND 20830

1301) 340-0600

July 27, 1979

Dr. Ray Cooperstein
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
1915 Eastern Avenue
Silver Spring, Maryland 20907
Re: Cotter Corporation
Canon City Mill Expansion
Dear Dr. Cooperstein:

Pursuant to our conversation of today, enclosed is a copy of
a letter, dated July 19, 1979, from Bill Chappell of the University
of Colorado Environmental Trace Substances Research Program. The
attached correspondence, dated April 26, 1968, from a County Exten-
sion Agent in Colorado to the Department of Health, pertains to the
Bosco well, and was found by Dr. Chappell in the files of a previous
study done by the University near the Cotter site.

Sincerely yours,
—

/I/\__————-——‘—'\

Edward J. McGrath

EJM: jcb
Encls.

cc: James Montgomery
Colorado Department of Health
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“ THE ENVIRONMENTAL TRACE SUBSTANCES RESEARCH PROGRAM
E.T.S.R.P.
University of Colorado

July 19, 1979

Mr. Edward McGrath

l4th Floor

51 Monrce Street
Rockville, Maryland 20850

Dear E4: i

I am enclosing a letter that I found in our files relating to the original
problem at Bosco's farm. I thought that I had seem a vet's report, but I can't
find it. Maybe this will help you track it down since it identifies the extension
agent.

The description in the third paragraph involves the two most common and
noticable symptoms associated with molybdenosis in cattle.

I hope this is helpful.

Sincerely yours,
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Willard R. Chappell K RN
Director Rkﬁ,
EDWARD 1.—.McG :
WRC/rs

Ekeley Chemistry M335 « Boulder, Colorado 50309 » (303) $92.7588 18877
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Art GCraber -
State Sanitarian
- - .Colorado State Dept, of Public Health
-- 4210 E. 11th Ave, .
Denver, Colorado 80220

Dear Mr, Graber:

Mrs. Randall, cur county nurse, said you were 11 the Canen City area !:

last week but I was urnable to contact you while you were here, Probably ( ’"’%
her secretary gave ycu some infcrmation regarding a "toxic well water" i
condition to livestock, which exists at the Dorminic 8Bosco- residence at ‘
1428 Cedar Ave, here in Canon City. : r
‘ . - ‘. %
I visited with Mrs, Bogsco this morning but she said you had not con-
tacted her as yet. I would like to inow if you might be able to provide L
her witn assistance in testing her well and an alfalfa forage sargle for SR
abnorrally high mineral concentrations, ' :;%‘fj
' A
Over the past several years, their livestock have experienced diar- s
rhea and general unthriftiness from using their well wazter for drinkiag. m
Also, it appears the; are unable to feed alfalfa hay which has besn | RECTUR
watered from either of two wells on their place, o _
b |
Both wells have been tested for bacteria and found to be suitzble '31‘;3;3
for hore use, however, “hey are now using zity water for their household nt
use, This past year, they have also been forced to use city water for l

their livestock as well due to the toxic condition vhich results,

Since they are also unable to feed alfalfa hay from the field, the
forage grovn has becore useless to them for livestnck feed, 7Veterinarians
have inspected the cattle but have bean unable to determine what right bew’
causing the toxicity,

J171-333 —- Mancell”, Dave - Celler Covp- (E(J’O‘Aﬂw) '
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ionist at Colorads State 'Irivercity

but they evidently do not have facilities ru. tests of water or forage
for spccifiz mineral concentrations wi thout erxcessive cest invelved, A
local chendst indicated the uater showed hish ccncentrations of Magnesium
but th:is has not been positively icolated to < xnouledpe.,

I have contacted our nutrit

for ever a year cn this

1 have been working with the Bosco family

proble= but as yet I am sorry te say 1 have been very little assistance g

to them. Their residence is located approxirately 3/L mile to 1 mdle ":’;

fren the Colter Cerporation which as y~u mar know precess Uranivn for fr,xl’

cormercial roncerrs, Some suspicions have Pcen raised regarding the TER &

possihility of high mineral concentrations entering the ground water ki -;3

fre= *heir tailings pend, Mrs. Dosco said the wells have beer used fer gl
last hor S . -

rany ycars but the troulle has existed only the

mich if veur office could provide acsist- a0y
what the tuyicity is caused frem, o

I vould appreciate it very

mi~ht be done to currect tlie EEnimn

b g ey
[t

ance %o i're % ¥re, Ecsco in determing
how it right be entering the wells and vhat

I would reccrmend bHoth a water analycis and

situatisn, if anvthing,
forare znalysis if your office has the facilities to do this. Pt
T realize the Backgreund information I have prrovided is certainly &7{"]
incormlete and I would be hippy to visit with yeu further recariing this £ ,
nreblem, The-3cscos are_Guite concerned about correcting this zituation P "
if pescidle, " ope
g el
. ‘ﬂhials

Sincerely,

:*/ / )
s P Wy . (( “‘ __’-_b'h..
J

Lar1y ’). Viagner
Sxtension Agent
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