SPECTIAL REPORT
LOW WATER LEVEL IN FIRE TANKS
DOCKET §0-244
. July 31, 1970

Initial Condition

In 7-1879 at about 2200 CST during operation of Unit 2 at 1792 MWt
(223 MWeé) and UYait 1 shutdown for refueline/maintenance, the tUnit 2
cireulating water system was bdeing chlorinated. dater for the
chlorination process was obtained from the fire protectisn avstem
siace the normal source of water was unavailahle due tn Unit 1 heingz
sh%;doun.

Nature of Occurrence:

At about 2200 C3T the water levels in the two firs tanks decreased to
below the required level of 270,000 gzallons as required in Unit 1
Tech Spec Section 3.13.2 and Unit 2 Tech Spec Section 2.7.6.1. It is
estimated that at least 206,000 gallons and 234,000 gallons wera in
the tanks when the low lave)! was discoverad.

Immediate Corrective Action:

The fir~e tank lavels were returned to greater than 27C,000 gallons
within one hour after discovery of the 15w levels.

Cause:

The deep well opumps which supply water to the fire tanks had
overpressurized and tripped. Had they not tripped, these pumns would
nave had adequate flow capacity  to keep up with the chlorination
requirements.

——

A new 3source of water 3upply for the chlorina“ion system is bheing
2ngineered to eliminate the need for using fire pratection water for
chlerination of Unit 2 when the Unit ° eirsulating water avatem 1{s
sut o0f service.

‘1 investigation revealed that pressure 3switeh P21-N%05, whish trina
the wall pumps, was set lowa» than its desizn value of 140 psi. The
switoh was re-calibrated to the correct valie,

Status of Redundant or Backip Systems:

——

The service water cross-tie with the fire protection svstem was
iva'lable durling the period of low level,

impact to Other Units:

The fire tank 1low levela impacted Dboth untits astnace the fire
pratection aystem is 2cmmon to both units.

Jigtifization for Contlinued Operation:

Tha leavel in the fire tanks were raturned ta rorfmal within one Kou~
ATter the oagurrance,
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