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Dr. Joseph Hendrie, Chair
i Nuclear Regulatory Comaission
i Wastington, D.C.
I
l
E Dear Dr. Hendrie:
|
F
J
| The development of alteraate sources of energy is a
v moral issue of tremendous concern to the Jewish comaunity.
; Eveants at Threa-Mile Island impelled the Board of Trustees
, of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations to reassecs
our position on nuclear energy. Precisely because c¢f a
] religious commitment to the preservation of the earth and
l all its resources; to the protection of human life from
, possible threat to physical or mental health, the Board
' resolved, on May 20, 1979, "that any further expansioen of
] nuclear energy should await a resolution of preseatly ua-
. answered questions regarding safety and nuclear wast dis~-
{ posal, We further call for ismediate intensification of
1 current investigations and efforts to increase szcurity
] and safety in current operations..."
The Board, representing 1.2 million Reform Jews, also re-
, Chawran iterated an earlier plea "for the United States to under-
' f:f;:?m take a crash program of development and storage of alternative
| Albert w3rspan renewable sources - inparticular, solar - as well as to de-
‘ T velop hydro-electric power and to utilize gasohol and other
, Qab Davd & 100 sien substitutes as quickly as possible."”
°
)
ng 3 o
; ﬁ%mfﬁﬁgﬂ‘ ~of We are calling your attention to this resolution (copy
enclosed) which also addresses the problems of 0il decontrol,

MATIONAL FEDERATION CF
Tt ScTeimecocs  the resultant impact on the poor and eldearly, the question of

NATIONAL FECEFATONOF  uindfall profits tax and conservation as a method of reducing

TEMPLE YOUTH
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF U.S. dependence on OPEC 0oil, sothat you may be aware of these
EMPLE ACMINISTRATORS

concerns as you consider future decisions regarding any aispect

NATIOMAL ASSOCIATION OF

TEMPLE EOUCATCRS of the energy crisis.
Cordially,
lde L
Enc., Annette Daum

Religous Action Comsultant
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AD.?TED BY THE BC e, G 7 .
of tha
NION OF AMERICAN HEBFEW CCHGREGATICNS

May 20, 1979 New York, New York

ENERGY

Tn a resolution adoptad in June, 1978, in Hew York City, the UAHC Bcard of
Trustees recognized the urgency of the energy crisis and stated that "tne pri-
orities of a national energy policy should be conservation and develerment of
renewable alternative -esources as a means of achieving self-sufficiency for
our enarqgy neads."

Now, ona year later, it is clear that the United States has failed to achieve
these purposes, even though it is increasingly evident that the development
of a fair, just and effactive energy policy is essential to the economic and
social well-being of our country, to our national security, to the maintenance
of an inderendent American foreign policy and to world stability.

In ascsessing energy policies, our guide should be concern for the protection
of human life trom hazards which may threaten health or well-being; concern
for the environment; concern for future generaticns and their genetic intag-
rity:; fair and equitable distributicn of energy resources, both amcng people
and countries.

In keeping with our previcus pcsitions and with these ethical values, “he URHC
Board of Trustees, meeting in New York City on May 20, 1979, makes the follow=-
ing additicnal recommendations:

1/ We continue to believe that conservatici represents the most acceptable
and practical met“od of reducing our dependence cn foreign oil and preserving
nen-renewable resources for the future. Profligate waste of energy in
America is a moral scandal and a na%icnal challenge. We, therefore, call upon
the federal, state and local gevernments and all citizens to adopt and fund
serious programs of conservaticn and public awareness of energy usage, includ-
ing such essential components as a high-priority improvement in, and in usage
of, mass transit.

2/ 1In accordance with the recommendations adopted in 1978, we call upon the
appropriate commissions and departments within the UAHC and other bodies in
Reform Judaism to provide specific guidance to our congregations and cengreg-
ants on how to utilize ar energy audit and other means to reduce energy con-
sumed, wherever feasible by retrofitting structures and - in building new
structures - incorporating energy efficient techniques.

We reguest the Chairman of the Becard of Trustees to appoint a special commit-
tee to undertake a study of what progress is mad. in the c .gregations, camps
and other facilities of Reform Judaism to achieve -igni “icant energy reduc-
tions, aiming for a 10% reduction in energy use, ana co report back to this
B8card at our spring, 1980, meeting.



3/ The United States should act aggressively to lessen the mocncpolistic im-
pact of OFEC's control of the price and guantity of world oil by undartaking

needed steps to achieve increased exploration and davelcpmant of oil thrcughe-
cut the world and specifically to expedite eil from Alaska and to ovarcome the
politizal, tachnological and sconcmic constraints on energy trade with Mexico.

4/ We are deeply concerned ubout Administration propoesals to decontrol domes=
eic oil. Rising prices, which would accompany decontrol, have not yet proved
to be either an effective means of encouraging conservaticn or of assuring the
production of new oil., Moreover, dscontrol weuld lift the price of domestic
oil to tha artificially high world o0il prices set by the COPEC cartel. Such a
rise would gravely aggravate the inflation which threatens the eccncmic sta-
bility of cur country. Clearly the poor and elderly will ba devastated by
such soaring prices. For these reasons, we oppose decontrol.

By the Administration's own admission, its propesed Energy Security Fund, to
be created by the windfall profits tax, even if adopted by Congress, wculd not

adequately achieve its stated purpcse.

e our sarlier plea for the United States to undertake a crash
age of alternative renswable eneargy sources -
as to develep hydro-glectric power and to util-
tes as guickly as pessible,

5/ We reiterat
pregram of development and stor
in particular, solar - as well
ize gaschol and other substitu

~ha recent near-disaster at Three Mile Island, and related events now com-
ing to light, have provokad profound concern and has resulted in a justifiable
reassessment of the safety and future of nuclear energy. We, therafore, be-
lieve that any fiurther expansicn of nuclear enargy should await a resolution
of presently unanswered questions regarding safety and nuclear waste dispesal.
we further call for immediate intensification of current investigations and
efforts to increase security and safety in current operations, and for a mora-
torium on overseas exports of nuclear plants pending resolution of security

questions.

58/

7/ We have great confidence iin the wisdom of a fully informed electorate. We
view the lack of general public support for the type of measures we have pro-
posed as being due, in large measure, to> the confusien, misinformation, half-
truths and conflicting stataments from all levels of our government and in-

dustry on this issue of vital national c-ncern. We urge all our government

instituticns now to present the energy issue to the American people with can-
dor and cbjectivity, and we know that the American pecple will respond in the

highest tradition of our democratic system.




