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'I''' N Julv 5, 1979

Dr. Joseph Hendrie, Ch a i r
'' u c l e a r Regulatory Co iission,

'la si in g t on , D.C.

Dear Dr. Hendrie:

The development of alternate sources of energy is a
coral issue of tremendous concern to the Jewish c o a.:u n i t y .

Events at Threa-Mile I r, l a n d impelled the Board o f Trustees
of the Union of Am ric an Heb rew Congregations to reassers
our position on tuelear e n e r g ;. . Precisely because cf a

religious concitment to the preservation of t'a e earth and
all its resources; to the protection of human life from
possible threat to physical or cental health, the Board
resolved, on May 20, 1979, "that any further ''<pansion of

reso.ution of preseatly1 un-nuclear energy should await a
answered questions re garding s a f e ty and nuclear vast dis-
posal. k' e further call for irmediate intensification of
current investigations and efforts to increase :acurity
and safety in current operations..."
The Board, rep res en ting 1.2 million Reform Jews, also re-
iterated an earlier plea "for the United States to under-

a .7 :.'' ' " take a crash program of development and storage of alternativec, 4 .,y

o. h .~ ~ "/, renevable sources - inparticular, solar - as well as to de-
,' w velop hydro-electric power and to utilize 3 2s chol and other*"

substitutes as quickly as p e s s ib le . ,,<,

- : . <. m . . ,

o
:t ,,e are calling your attention to this resolution (copy

is s %-.
y gpat cw .s.

n 1 s d) which also addresses the problems of oil decontrol,efg3u.n t.

Y[.,ENcM$IQp the resultant impact on the poor and cidarly, the question of9

w ce m i cxfc.. c"r windfall profits tax and conservation as a method of reducing
on OPEC oil, sothat you may be aware of these< cumy' U.S. dependence

I d'U.P.l'if g r concerns as you consider future decisions regarding any aspect
:3^.J.ji';*ggcr4 c, of the energy crisis.

Cordially,
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ADu 'TED BY THE E' . ::3~

of Na

c':IO:i GF 7J'2RICld! HE3.J/.; CC:G?C37. TIC::3

"ay 20, 1979 lew York, ':m York

E:;ER3Y

In a resolution adoptad in June, 1978, in .*ew York City, the C?dC 3 card of
rcccgnized the urgency of the energy crisis and stated that tne pri-Trus:2es

orities of a naticnal energy policy should he ccnservatien and devolc,rnent cf
re n e -ech le al ta ma tive escurc2s as a means of ac:neving self-suf ficiency for

cur e ? rgy nee ds . "

'cw, cne year later, it is clear that the United States has failed to achieze
the ue purposes , even though it is increasingly evident that the develcptent
of a fair, j us t and e f fective energy poli cy is essential to the eccnonic and
ceciT1 valbbeing of our country, to cur national security, to the maintenance

'~erican fore ign policy an d to world s tability.of an inOpendent _

In am ersing energy policies, our guido should be concern for the protection
o f hu- .an li fe trem hazards which may threaton health or well-being; conce rn
for the environment; concern for future generaticas and their genetic integ-
rity; fair and equitable distributicn of energy resources, Ecth an. sng pacple
and corntries.

In keeping with our previcus pcsitions and with these ethical values, '.he Ulac

Scard of Trustees, necting in !!cw York City on "ay 20, 1979, makes the follcv-

ing additional recomendations:

1/ We continue to believe that ccnse rvatic 1 represents the nost accep table
and practical ret''od of reducing our dependence en foreign oil and preserving
ncn-renewable resources for the future. Profligate waste of energy in
Arerica is a coral scandal and a national challenge. We, the re fo re , call upcn

the fe de ra l, state and local governnents and all citizens to adopt and fund
sericus programs of conservaticn and public awareness of energy usage, includ-
ing such essential cceponents as a high-priority improvement in, and in usage
of, nass transit.

2/ In accordance with the recommendations adcpted in 1978, we call upon the
appropriate commissicns and departments within the UAHC and other bedies in
?efern Judaism to provide specific guidance to our congregaticns and ccagreg-
ants en how to utilize an energy audit and other means to reduce energy con-
stred, wherever feasible by retrofitting structures and - in building new
structures - incorporating ene rgy o f ficient te chnique s .

';e request the Chairman of the Board of Trustee:7 to appoint a special cctmit-.-

tee to i:ndertake a study of what progress is madc in the c .igregaticns, ca ps
and other facilities of Pcform Judaism to achieve 'igni % cant energy reduc-

ano co report back to thistions, aiming for a los reducticn in energy use,
Board at our spring, 1980, meeting.
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3/ The 2nitad States should act c rJressively to lessen the :nepoli;;ic in_

~ J Tct of CTEC's centrol of the price and quantity of world cil b ..s. ~,.4 . .g1

needed steps to achieve increased exploration and d 3velcprant of oil thrcu]h-
the world and specificallf to expedite cil frcm Alacka and to overecce thecut

poli:ical, t2chnological and ecencmic constraints en energy trada with Mexico.

4/ da are deeply concerned c. bout Administratien prcycsals to decentrol deres-
tic cil Rising prices, which would acccrpany dacontrol, have not yet 'crcved

ai +"e r an e f f ective me ans o f encouraging ccnse rvaticn or of assuring theto ha
pro luction of new oil. Moreover, d2 control wculd lift die price of d:restic
cil to the artificially high sorld oil prices uct by the C.'EC cartel. Such a
rise would gravely aggravate the inflaticn which thre aten; the ocenenic sta_
bility of our country. Cle arly die poor and elderly eill be deeastated bv*
, a:h soaring prices. For these reascna, ao crpese decontrol.

Dy the W inistration's own ai insien, its prcpesed Energy '!acurity Fund, to
be creat:d by the windfall profits tax, even if adopted by Congress, wculd not
adequately achieve its utated purrese.

to undertake a crash5/ We reiterate our eaclier pica for the United States
prcgram of devolepn?nt and stcrage of altarnative ren2wable energy cources -

solar - as well as to develop hydro-electric scwer and to util-in particular,
ize gaschol and other substitutes as quickly as pessible.

recent near-disastar at Three Mile Island, and related events new ccm-G/ The
ing to light, have provek2d profound concern and has resulted in a Tcstifiable

42, there fore , be-reassessment of the uafety and future of nuclear energy.
any further expansicn of nuclear energy shculd ~eait a resolutien

lie ve that
of presently unanswered questions regarding safety and nuclear waste dicposal,

further call for immediate intensification of current investigaticns andWe to increase security and safety in current operations, and fer a nora-e f for ts
torium en overseas exports of nuclear plants pending resoluticn of security
questiens.

7/ We have great confidence in the wisdom of a fully informed electorate. We
the lack of general public support for the type of measures we have pro-view

pcsed as being due, in large me asure, ta the ccnfusion, misinformation, half-
t ru ths and ccaflicting statersants from all lev 21s of our government and in-

We urge all our governmentdustry on this issue of vital national c ncern.the energy issue to the Ararican people with can-institutiens now to present
that the Am2rican pecple will respond in thedor and objectivity, and we know

highest tradition of our democratic system.
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