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“ie following are my comments on NUREG 0511 Draft Gemeric Impas
‘tatement on URANIUM MILLING.

'sually I slte“Pleaac accept the fyllowing as..." I an pointd
2t herein that acceptance of thse comments are mandatory under
ywn rules and re aticns aud the due pepocess amendment to the
constitution.

“irst and foremost , Mot objecting to a particular statemmt in this
““IS is not to be construed as agrceing with any part of this NUREG,
- XIIIXXIIIIIXIllllllIIXll!l

.erely bocano have not had the inclination to-put allrmy objections
into these comments does not mean that I agree with any particular
vassgge in this NUREG.

.ae greatest Omﬂxaaion-and I Yelieve purposeful- is the smz omission
sf th uranium mining industry in the Zast., Doe , Department of
‘nergy ,has made amxx aerial surveys of uranium deposits in the

"2 mazx and N.J. areas, Exxon has been and is presently negotiating
viththe PA Pish and Game Commission for exploraftion and mining
»ights on State Game lanas,

‘onetheless , the entire document is written and speciffcally states
“hat milling is assumed for th Westerm States! (Section 3 all.)
“nis omission is blatautly rurposeful.

“2e purpcse of not pointing out the dangers of milling in the
.opulous EZast is to keep the populouas East in Blissful Ignorance.
ithut the vocal and determinea opposition of the Eastern United
:tates , the Department of Energy and its handmaiden, the NRC, hope
0 foist whatever milling operations ixx deemed necessary upon the
:ndeveloped and underpopulated sections of the West.

Jou may fet away withﬁt for a time. Sure , you can fool some of ££

The gzople all of the time, but you can't fool 2all the people all £ Af
ne time,

a2 2 and 3 . lMethod of assessment . In this section , you use
:reojections which wer e developed before the Theee Mile Island

‘umber 2 Accident at Harrisburg PA on Marck 28 , 1979, ( Ilease note
caat I am spelling out the time and date very carefully on this acei?.nt
.n case Three dgle Island No 1 goes back on line in the interim and
‘ansre is anggfnﬁccment at this site,)

continued on Page 2. You know -like Three ifile Island Number 2 comes
Three Mile Island Nuuber 1.
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ot p utmost miwtwz wminimum, this EIS and all EIS's which used
§§o§2§t135i of nuclear growth gathered vefore the accident at Three

“ile Island No 2 accident must be retracted and redone using up-to-date
~rcjections of TURNING THE NUKES OFF TOMMORROW DUE TO THE QUTCRI oF

3% PUBLIC REGARDING THE LACK OF SAFETY NHERENT TO THE NUCLEAR OPTICN.

“nis point Bnegotiabdle if you want to turn off the nukes today .

age 6 Table 1, Note c. These risks are for a 20 year span. That's
~idiculous. You're not even igmoring or begging the issue of human
life. The tailings will be zixmx givings off radon for millenia and
longer., Radon will fax find its way into human lungs. There will

e eventually 1,200,000 premature human deaths for every year of
reactor operation. The same errors are again presented in Table

5.16 Page 6-41 and again on Page 9-30 . The cumulativessare taken

to 3000 A.D. The only way that this assumption of a cut-off date

5f 3000 A.D. for human deaths from radon associated with tailings

f;oo tone true is for no human beings to be alive after the year ,389x
s Ao . R

I hone that the human race survives a long time past the year , 3000 A.D.
T know that if human beings are around past the year , 3000 A.D. ,

your cutoff date for premature cancer deats in Table 9.13 will appear
?00lish, however my loyalties are more for yaxx the survival of the
numan race than preserving the dubious value ofTable 9.13.

age 7 At Table 2, This is another sickie.
I presume that because you are gutting the very smadl fractional
increse in deaths due to the milling industry , you are trying to

say that the milling industry is justified Dbecause it has such a
small impact.

I wonder if any murderess have ever used that type of justification
in their trials. I guess it would go like this," Judge," says the
nurderer,” sure, I hit that li‘tle old lady over the head and killed
ner to get her pocket book, but , judge , think of all the millions
>f people who have died MEXAMME where I mwas not any where near. all
them people died without me doing a thing. Why give me the chair
just cause I killed one little old lady for her purse.”

gaarex Your Table 2 is just as convincing as the murderer's plea above.

Page 5-5 "The Model #i11 is not designed to process low grade ores(.4%). "
yell you had better look at the recent mining EIS!s which you have

in your list of references and the Exxon /3tate Game Commission negotiations.
Purther , your description of heap leaching is not amenable %to the

surface and grounf water contamination problems in the Carbon Co area

sf Pa, N.J. has even more of a ground water contamination problem .

This is an EIS which pruposely has left out the most difficult areas

for a milling operation.

Page 7-10, According to talking with people who were at the sight,

T did not know that sheeting was placed on this accident within 3

hours. Are you sure that this accident was covered by plastic sheeting
#ithin 3 hours? How come some spectators did not remember this sheeting?

Page 12-10., Pamagraph 12.3.3.3 risks to Iadividuals.
_fter talking about the control of radon emissionz to background levels
in the preceeding section , you show your true hand.
"The Surgecn General guidelines specified no remedial action is needed

sor homes with an indide exposure level of less than 0.01 WL above , ... <A
bvackground." 5902370 g Ry

——— ~ — pa—



e W INT b e e el v e

. -

.ow we can see shat Control of Radon to background levels is not what
tae NRC wants. It wants to find out how well people can survive at
.01 WL above background.

121l the case of radon is different than the case of the murderer whih
I quoted a'wve, The muderer was only killing one person. Radon from
~ining and milling will kill eventually I,SO0.000Qeople pr year of
“eactor operation.

Jaere are so many , many dangers in the operation of the nuclear fuel
sycle. I know to anybody reading this that I appear opinionated add
iZgressive.

?lease remember that you are also opinionated. You could not hold a
Job for long with the NRC unless you agreed with the viewpoints of
that most aggreesive of nuclear advocated, Chairman Hendrie.

@either do I say that you should lose your ¥: job merely to sink
a dangerous and incorrect report.

iowever , if you do have a conecience and you do respect human life,
io something.

Perhaps you car start with a small non tax deductible contribution

0 a anti nyclear group. I have been with the Environmental Coalition
cn “uclear “ower. I am not writing thess comments for them.

I only mention them as a honest, hard working , anti niclear group.

If you want to discuss anything with me in confidence , call me
at (215) 934 6685 in the evenings or CU 9 5964 in the day time.

know that there must be many conscience ridden peodle in the “RC.
know what a well paying job means in these days. We can work something out.

-

Marvin Ii Lewis
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long-term hazards ¢ 2w-levei ra-
dicacuvity, and experts Rave begun to
warn that unless a2t i3 taken, the
piles of tailings could coise scores of
cases of cancerintne {1 Jre.

To reduce the hazarz. Congress is
expected W compietz acucn next
menth on legsiation (9 2end more
than $100 miilicn to ei2>»r move the
piles 0 uninhabited desart locations
or 1o cover the presen! sites with a
thick layer of soil.

It 15 an expensive les21 in Lhe cost
of dealing with the dets of the nu-
clear era. Bul at jeast euthorines
know how 1o reduce the hazards
posed by uraaium whinzs In con-
trast, the problem of _sccarg of
highly madicactive wasies irom the
other end of the nuclear ~vcle—~those
deadly liguds and sclds left by
weapons manufacturing and 2lectral
power generation—stiil perplexes
government officuis and scienusts
mere than three decades alter the
dawming of the atomic az2.

These high-level wasies are now
stored iemporanly lhroughout the
country, and controvers: ~as haunied
the government's search for a piace
0 permancatly dispese of them. The
latest proposal, to burs the wasics
deep in the salt beds of southeastern
New Mexico. has touched oif such
heated debate that the s2aren for al-
“le:iale disposal sites is seng acceler-

Although less controversal, the
prublem of uranium ta. =23 = crucial
because solving it reprecents “a first
step toward resciving some of the
problems of safeiy diszoming of ra-
disactive wastes—3 barmer srevent-
ing the United Swates ‘rom placing
greater reliance on nuciear power as
a substantal source,” sad
Monte Canfield Jr. director of the
General Accowr ong Oifice’s energy
and minerals diagon,

The voiume of tailirss at inactive
uranium m:lls s immanse X0 miilon
cubic Jeet. This means 1~51 i the tail-
Ings were :tacked on a =:2's foutbali
field. the seuiting oie wouic be more
than 11,005 fest g

And the 'aungs ~onian ahour 354,
oi the radicactivity org:aily i the
aramum ore because sadim and
therum—-the princnal conimbutors
10 radicactive 2misnons - ware not
normaily removed durirg the muiling

t L3¢ twn, radium s ‘22 most 3iz-
nificant, accoraing o & GAU 1nwysis
issued this summer. The report ex.
plainea why:

I has a very 1w0ng ra%cazuve ife,
wking thousands of vosrs refore o
i0Ses I3 radicacuvity [ s loir—~call-
&d radioaclive Grcay =L siures (wo
distinet types of hazaris Tae first
tvpe 13 hughly peneiausg gamma ra-
diation. Expa:iure o suificient
amounts of gumma ratauon can

- .

cause cancer, such as leukemia The '
second hazard—radon gas—produces
other radioactive products which at-
tach (o parucies in the air and are “2-
pesited tn the lungs when inha.ed.
Exposure to large concantrations of
ihese radon products can increase the
risx of lung carcer.”

Because most of the talings are
unnrotected {rom the elemenis, ra-
dicacuvity is known in some cases to-
rave spread far beyond the sites. ln
Durangs, Colo., dust biown from a
230-foot-high talings pile ust cutside
town has bianketed rcofops of res-
w2udes. And on the Creen River i
east caatrai Utah, 14,000 tons of tail-
in2s were washed downstream 0 &
flash flood. g

Government -officii's say they
know of no cancer cases direcily at-
tbutabie Lo uramium tailings, but one
Salt Lake City businessman contends :
that rad:o:gx:ve dusetd !rl;‘m the Vito
Site may have caus malignant
tumor that forced the removal of his
nght eye three menths 220,

Richard W, Wells, president of a
dis'ributing company. said he owned
property and worked rear the ta;tirgs
regularly for eight years, and quct
his doctoss as saying Lhere was “a
very good possibiity” that s cancer
resuited from exposure to the ra-
dicacuvity. 4

“if (s is happening to me, it could
be happening 10 a good mamy psie
that are invelved in this situston
down trere,” Wells said in & letter in.
treduced at 3 congressioral hearng.

A recent Department of Energy re-
port on nuclear waste disprsal said,
“The nsk of incurrag lung cancer '
about doubie ihe nermal to posulation
ii¥irg i1n close praxamily to e tai-
Ings.” And 10 cbtain more precisa :n-
formation, the department hued a3
consulung firm to conduct detailed
stucies of the cancer thrzat

The private reseaschers conciuded
that remedial action at “he 22 talings
sites would avord 329 cancer (ases
dunng the next 100 rears, zhout malf
of them mn Sait Lake City, Oificas
caultioned that the -+uimate could
vary by a factor of taree or four.
meaning that in the e:zht Westarn
states as few as 34 cases or as many
as 1,345 could be at ~ake

Dr. Lyman Olson, Utah's chief
heaith cfficer, sa:d radon 238 levels it
the Viiro mite are 30 Umes Nigher than
the upper hmit prescrited by the sur.
geon general for remedial acuon. And
Clson frets about what (he future wiil
bring.

“1is aigmificant to us. and 3 contin-
ual worry. (hat each ume new and
betier sc.ontific informition becomes
avaiabie, as in tne case of our new
techinique for measumng radoa, the
extent of the hazard is concluced %o
be worse than previously thought”
he said.

4
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" When the Vitro mill begzn opera-
uon in 1951, 1t was on the outskirts of
S-'t Lake City. When it closed 'n
1908, it was surrounded by ingustnal
develcpment. And now, 10 years la-
ter, the abandoned plant 15 wilhin 3
few biocks of the aity's populauion
center.

City officals have banned new
eonsiruction wilaia haif a mue of the
site, meaning some indusinal racls

© which might sell for 330400 an acre
currently are virtually worthiess.

~ tailings were removed ‘rom the sile
before 1968 for use as fill 3 an un-
wn nuraber of bn!ding sites.
hundred lors, compacte¢ into
layer, went beneath 3alt
y's mzin fire station when it
1umcxwo3:m
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temporary measure, fans ana
installed 1o circulate and
within the fire ftauon
auorities desate whether 0
the bwlding and remove he
simply aSandon the struc-

tors have located 17 other

~ gites i Salt Lake City where laiin2s

used beneatn homes or busi-
nesses. One was a food processing

‘ plant whose cwner g iy had the

a dug out at his 0Wn expe L=

b waiting for posaible ~avern-

iment ad-for fer that putheity

" wouid runn s Business.

" But authorities have been unable
account for ail 22.000 12ns of radioac-
tive fiil removed from the Vitro site.
“For all we <now, there may de Kids

: m;:;:m i m sand boxes,” Gib-

© Sait Lake City's search for the
. missing radicactve lalings, however,
_ 18 dwarfed by the well-publicized ex-

of Grand Junction, Calo. 2
" oty of 30,000 on the western siope of
the Rockies.

From 1950 through 1968, Grand
Juncticn's contractors availed them-
* selves of a uramum mill's offer of {ree
. \alings, which compacted so well

they were widely used as builcing

material. More than 700 homes, dus:-

nesses. schools anu churches—pius

. downtown sidewalks and city streets

—were bult on 300,000 tons of lai-
haulad from the muit

the early 1970's, state Heanh

ent officals Dbecame con-

cerncd about hizh levels of radwcacti-

. wity in Grand Junction. Their invest-

+ gation led 10 a federal-siate program

10 locate and remove the Laiings. Six

-
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years an4 reuehly $7 million lam‘

the prezss= iz only haif compieted.
Veana= 2 Dr. Antnony Hebbins,

Colurac : “-a. 2t Depariment director,

sad 1578 :.ses show that Mesa
County ==:7e Grand Juncuon is Io-
cated, "h1s én acute leukermia raie
twice Lhe iate average”

The [ oures are prehminary and
“shore 15 =0 szienlific evidence yel 0
indicate in 2:soCialien with uranium
muil Wwimgs” Robains sad, “but the
reason ‘cr concern s clear.”

Robbins sad Coiorado’s problems
With Wreruum iirgs go far beyend
the mira ahandeored siles in the state.
“We have probiems with mines,
operatng Gulls, tulinZs repusiuiies
and even nth lransportauon.” he
said “There are places in Colorado
where nere i3 roaduide radicacviuly
left by trucks that rolled along (nase
roads ia the 1950's and 1960's.”

In New Mieuco, “he state that pro-
duces about balf of the nation’s urani-
um con. ecimaie, official concern also
has hesn egressed aboul poliuten
caused ov wanum mnng and ml-
ing. Ragolznical dangers nave been
“severs;y underssumited” n the !
state i the pasl. a state heaith agen-
¢y reperied lasi December.

Several vears ago. New Mexco of-

ficais sought an Eavironmenmtal .

Protev.a Agency survey uf ground- *

waler cantamination in the ety of
severa! wramium aulls near Grants. a
fast-g-2'#:mg communuty in the west-
ern pasi of ne state. -

The researchers discovered that
sever of 72 locations had radium con-
centracns in excess of stancards.
And cownstream from one mull, their
report sid, “The shallow aguifer . . .
hos ©een grossly contaminaied with
seleno allmButadie 10 excessive
secpe s i~om a nearty tadings pord.”

The woxcity of selenium resemgies
that =7 arsenue and, «f exposure is suf-
ficien. can cause death, according '
EPA sccuments.

T=: 224 siudy called for tighten-
ig of anupciiution procedures at Lhe
uricoom faclities, and the Nuciear
Reg. aiorv Agency s precanng new -
requirements ‘or active sites. :

M:anwhile, those who live or werk -
near "2 atanioned taiings pies are
fry rated by vears of waung for
governmert actien.

T=2 ~wner of a garage door manu-
factumsy fem, witiaily located near
Sa't Lage City's Vitro site, has moved
elee & mere but has found no one :nter-
ested i Suving OF leasing fus emply
bhlsngs 1

He wouid like to sue someone—dut
WS =" “The upsetliny part s thal we
rei.s 2301 kAow where 10 puit the
firc2e, he owner, Jay Smart, ‘old a
recorzr. Yl just sonally -don't
krow what 12 do. What the hel’ kund
of taung s this to ve with anyway™™”
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