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June 28, 1979

ite1 States Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Jisningtcn, M. C. 20555

“sontion: William A. Nixon
Uranium Fuel Fabrication 3ection
Fuel Processing & Fabrication Branch
Division of Fuel (ycle and Material Safety

Re Kerr-McGee Chemical Corporation,
West Chicago, Il 60185, Docket #u0-2061

‘r. Nixon:

This will acknowledge rece.pt ~! your letter dated
. iy, 1279, Needless to say Mayocr Ke.nels of the City of
;. .+ Chicaro was keenly disappointed in bcth the content and
1} snie of that letter. It is contravy, in most respects,
- nral conversations with ycur department and others
arainst the spirit of our m2etings with yourself and
entatives of Kerr-McGee.

From such letter you leave few alternatives for the
v of the City of West Chicago excepting to deal with the
within the powers of his own office. In addition it
t embarrassing for the mayor of a community to be dealing
the meldia concerning a matter of this nature when he is
- ing such little support from the governmental agencies
t snould be deeply involved in this matter, It seems a
| 1 e sad cumment that at a public meeting the position of
' ' .o.car Regulatory Commission cancern'ng this matter was
‘ure and subsequent to a private meeting with "high
| oificlials"™ between Kerr-McGee and your office the posture
sour department has completely changed.

Within the Pari Materia of the above be advised as
| : o
\

1. It is the opinion of the City of West Chicago
« i1f +he United States Government is not responsible for

1

-ituation within the Ci*y of West Chicago then “v all

¥ Copp-Mcdee is. Hence forth the City will take that tac

gt deal individually with Kerr-licGee on a legal, nublic, and
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William A. Nixon

publicity basis. We will no longer consider it necessary
to deal with your department since your letter denies any
responsibility concerning the same.

2. No later than August 1lst, 1979 the City of
West Chicago will proceed to dig up all of the material
that is in the City of West Chicago at various sites and
remove it to a public land fill. Since you have denied
responsibility for this it seems that in any legal action
you will not be able to prevent this action by the City.
In the event you wish to file suits against the City of
Wwest Chicago to prevent this action you may feel free to
do so. I am sure that you will receive a proper defense
to this action both legal and otherwise.

Under no condition will the City tolerate becoming

a licensed agent. We will not release the government nor
Kerr-McGee as far as that situation is concerned.

I am sorry that we must take this stand with your
department as well as Kerr-McCee but you leave us no alter-

native. It is most difficult for a municipality to deal

with the powers represented by a large corporate institution,
and an agency of it's government which gives so little coopera-

tion to a fellow governmeatal unit.

Also in view of your new position, any verbal
apnrovals to conduct further testing cn public land are

he~eby terminated. Any testing or sampling will be considered

an act of trespass and will only be allowed under appropriate

judicial order.
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\/// arcld J«& Spelman, Attorney for

the City of West Chicago

cc: Mayor A. Eugene Rennels
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