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Bruce King
GOVERNOR

STATE OF NEW MEXICO

. Gecrge 5. Goldstein, Ph.D.
(L ENVIRONMENTAL IMPROVEMENT DIVISION SEQRETARY
g Ef‘V?}?C”ig’E’TT Lony ). Gordon, M.S.. M P H.
Jepanment e SEC i
Thomas E. Baca, M.P H., Director OAPF R

June 25, 1979

Mr. Ross A. Scarono, Chief
Uranium Mill Licensing Section
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555

Dear Mr. Scaronou:

I enclose for your information a copy of my June 21, 1979,
letter disapproving Bokum lesources Corporation's proposed
discharge plan for the Marquez Uranium Mill.

Thank you, once again, for your assistance in evaluating this
project.

Siacerely,
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L F g ment Santa Fe, NM 87503 DEPUTY SECRETARY
Thomas E, Baca, M.P.H., Cirector -

June 21, 1979

Mr. Richard D. Bokum IT
President

BOKUM RESOURCES CORPORATION
P. C. Box 1833

Santa Fe, NM 875Q1

Dear Mr. Bokum:

The Enyironmental Improyement Division has complated its review of your =
proposed discharge.plan (DP-43) and the record of the-public hearing

conducted on May 1 through May 6, 1975. SR L L e

It is my duty as director to inform you’th::'tﬁe p]aﬁ is heréby disapproved,
I. am including a copy of my findings of reasons for.disapproval for your
information. - : ‘. * . )

It fs'important to note that the disapprova1-e§tend5'on1y to the proposed .
pian. Should you desire to present-an alternate proposal, the Division -
.would be most happy to work with you on devaloping an approvable discharge

plan. .- - : .

Sincerely, =~ ST AT Ay

Thomas E, Baca

Director
Enclosure
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Bruce King

GOVERNMNOR
STATE OF pEW MEX S?__m George S. g\ojrd;;;in, Ph.D.
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPROVEMENT DIVISION seQie
P.O. Box 553, Santa Fe, New Maxico 87503 Lorry J. Gordon, M.S.. M.PH.

(505) 827-5271 . DEPUTY SECRETARY
Thomas E. Baca, M P.H,, Director ‘

June 20, 1979

IM THE MATTER OF ;
BOXUM RESOURCES CORPORATION
PROPOSED DISCHARGE PLAN, DP-43 )

A hearing on the proposed discharge plan submitted by Bokum Resources Corporation
(UP-43) was conducted by the Environmental Improvement Division of the New Mexico
Maalth and Environment Department on May 1 through May 6, 1979-in response to
numerous requests. I have reviewed the record of that hearing, and find it
my duty to disapprove the proposed ‘discharga plan (DP-43). - I am'in general . ..

' agreement with the Summary Statements submitted by the Environmental Improvement

- Division, and where referenced in the findings with the Summary Statement sub-
mitted by Sandoval Envircnmental Action Community (SEAC). I have listed below . .
my findings on which I base the disapproval of the proposed discharge plan (DP-43).

The Applicant, Bokum Resources Corporation, proposes that mill tailings .
effluent from its proposed uranium processing mill at Marquez, Mew fexico,
be deposited in a mi1l tailings containment area near Margqu2z. The Applicant
proposes that the mill tailings contairment area would be an essentially
jmpervious basin.” It is relying on a naturally occurring geologic formation,
. the Mancos Shale, to form the bottom and one side of the containment area. -
It is also relying on engineered structures to divert existing ground and
surface water and retain the tailings in the containment area. The appli-
cation fails on several pcints. L e ene el .

The Applicant admits that it will cause useable ground water within the
confines of the containment area to be polluted at Jevels far in excess
of those prescribad by the New Mexico Mater Quality Control Commission
Regulations, Secticn 3-103. It has failed to provide adequate restrict- .
jons prohibiting water well drilling within the area after the land
reverts to previous owners when operations are completed, (See: Summary
Statement, Sandoval Environmental Action Community (SEAC), pp. 5-10;
Enyironmental Improyemant Division-Summary Statement, p. B-1, c-8).
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. Bokum Resources Corporation
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