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Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555

Attention: Mr. John Linehan

Centlemen:

This letter is confirmation of the phone conversation of the
afternoon of May 25, 1979 between Wayne Jensen, Dick McCornick, and
Dale Edwards. An applicatLon for amend =ent to our license issued
on April 30, 1979 will be made in the near future.

As per our discussion of certain conditions of Atlas License
No. SUA-917, Reference No. 40-3453, our first concern deals with
Item No. 19. Atlas raised the dike of the tailings pond to NRC
specifications during 1978. In doing this, Atlas now finds that
they no longer have the 150 feet of beach required by Licensee's
application of November ll', 1974, if ceasured from the outermost
perimeter of the new dike. As discussed, we cust measure from the

outermost perimeter of the old dihe te s;ay in compliance. Atlas
therefore requested a ruling iror. you that this compliance method
is in accordance with NRC specificaticas.

With regard to Item No. 21 discussic- was held on what con-
stitutes a failure. It was agreed that riner failures such as a
leaking flange that spills a fe. gall:ns or tons need not be re-
ported.

.:

Item No. 25 (d) poses a distinct er:blem for Atlas as to the [
location of the =enitoring device. Atlas respectfully requests an
acendment to this subsection, which presan:1:. reads as follows:

". . An Alpha Radiaticn Suney Me:er shall be available.

"
at the exit to the change rcom. .
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Nuclear Regulatory Commission*

June 1, 1979
Page Two

We would like to change only the last two words in that sentence from
" change room" to " guard house" because we can do a much better job of
monitoring individuals at this point than at the change room. The
guard house is at the edge of the res tric ted area and all walking traf fic
must exit through this building.

Item No. 26 was discussed in connection with implementation:
Atlas is presently designing a vehicle that will be assigned to do
this specific job of minimizing dusting from the active ore piles,
however, we want you to know that as of today this is not being done
on a regular basis.

Skipping down to Item No. 36, we discussed the problems of
providing individual tank containment syste=s. Because of tank lo-
cations it is impossible to provide these individual systems. Therefore,
we proposed an alternate of area containment. A new plot plan is
being prepared to illustrate this concept in ac- cance with our
phone discussions, and will be forwarded to you :n the near future.

Finally, Item No. 45 states operatioas shall be immediately sus-
pended in the affected areas of the mill if any of the emission control
equipment for the ore fed or the yellowcake drying or drumming areas
specified in the Licensee's submittal dated April 20, 1978 is inoperative.
As we discussed on the phone, the ore bins are in a separate building
and are not usually occupied by any one employee except when changing
over from one bin to another which only takes a matter of cinutes.
Because of this, we (Atlas) desire an amendment to No. 45 striking the
words " ore feed" from the statement as it presently appears, and adding
to the end of the statement the following: " Operations shall also de-
clare the ore feed area a respirator-unly area in the case of a f ailure
of any of the emission control system in this area; this area will remain
a respirator-only area until such f ailure is repaired."

Sincerely,

Q.E um
A. E. Dearth
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~ " LICENSE AMET'DMENTS"

Docket No. t{0 ' &] ' Y j)cy7
~

William O. Miller, License Fee Management Branch, ADM

MATERIALS LICENSE A'iENEMENT CLASSIFICATION

Applicant: M & 44

License No: JuA - 4 / 7 Fee Category: -L4
Application Dated: b ' /- 79 Received: S e- S " 7/
Applicant's Classification:

The above application for amendment has been reviewed by NMSS in
accordance with s170.31 of Part 170, and is classified as follows:

1. Safety and Enytronmental Amendments to Licenses in Fee -
Catecaries IA thrauch 1H, 2A, 2B, 2C, and dA

(a) Major safety and environmental

(b) flinor safety and environmental
.

(c) Safety and environmental (Categories 1D through 1G only)

(d) Administrative'
.

2 Justification for reclassification:

- -

3. The application was filed (a) cursuant to written NRC
request and the amendment is being issued for the canvanience
of the Ccmmission,.or (b) Other (State reasen):
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