R s — IR RSN

L R I ————

B S N ——

R R R R O R R R R

UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20555

June 11, 1972

Mr. Daniel Porta
Box 45 Shore Road
N. Edgecomb, ME 04556

Dear Mr. Porta:

This is in response to your letter of May 29 ‘o Chairman Hendrie. You
asked about the improvements made at Maine Yankee to bring it into com-
pliance with NRC regulations. You are presumably referring to the order
by the NRC on Mav 24, 1979, stating that the public health, interest or
safety does ro. cequire the continued shutdown of the facility. In
accordance wich an NRC urder of March 13, 1979 the facility had been
shut down while certain safety-related piping systems were reanalyzed
for their respcise to earthquakes. That reanalysis was completed
satisf~ctorily, and modifications of two piping supports for the con-
taimwent spray system were determined to be necessary. These modifications
consisted of welding two stiffeners to each support base plate to reduce
its flexibility. These modifications have been completed and are

accep' *hle.

You also referred to a release of radicactive material from Maine Yankec
during its shutdown. The Maine Yankee Atomic Fower Company reported to
the NRC on March 26 that, while in the process of establishinc shutdown
cooling on March 15, a gasket failed and 4,000 gallons of pri ary coolant
sprayed into the containment spray building, with resulting gaseous
activity released via the primary vent stack. The report stated that

an offsite dose assessment indicated a whole body dose of less than 0.015
millirems. This is far below the permissible level. The report stated
that repairs were made with a new gasket and bclting and, as an additional
precaution, that the procedures were modified tc isolate that particular
portion of the system prior to the establishment of shutdown cooling.

You raised questions about the evacuation plan for Maine Yankee. The
Maine Department of State Police in responsible for the preparation and
implementation, if necessary, of emergency plans and evacua‘'ion plans in
the State of raine. Such plans have been prepared for the following

towne surrounding the Maine Yankee site: Westport, Boothbay, Wiscasset,
Edgecomb, and Woolwich. These plans should be available in the municipal
offices of those towns. A Maine Yankee Emergenc' Plan submitted to the
NRC by the Maine Yankee Atomic Power Company has been reviewed by the

NRC and found to be acceptable; this plan should be in the Wiscasset Public
Library.
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The NRC is charged with reviewing and concurring in Sta-e and local
government radiological emergency response -lans. To date, NRC con-
currence has been given to plans of a dozen states, not including
Maine. The Congress is presently considering whether such a State
plan should be prerequisite for the issuance of an operating license
for a nuclear power plant in the State.

With regard to your comments on the disposal of waste products from
nuclear reactors, it is per“inent that a Report to the President by
the Interagency Review Group on Nuclear wa-te Management of March 1972
included the following in its technical findings on the disposal of
high-level and transuranic wastes @ncluding plutonium:

biosphere appears technically feasible for periods of
thousands of years provided that the systems view is
utilized rigorously to ev-iuate the suitability of

sites and designs, to minimize the influence of future
human activities and to select a wacte form that is
compatible with its host rock. Beyond a few thousand
years and during the period of time in which actinides
[includes plutonium] and long-lived fission products
remain toxic, our capabkility to predict and therefore
our assurance of successful isolation diminishes.

Some uncertainties can be bounded or compensated for

and, therefore, need not be resolved completely during
repository construction. Although some residual un-
certainty will always remain, reliance on conservative
engineering practices and multiple barriers can compensate
for a lack of total knowledge and predictive capabilaty."

|
[ "Succecsful isolation of radiocactive wastes from the

We appreciate your concerns and assure you that NRC is making every
effort to protect the health and safety of the public at Maine Yankee
and at all other nuclear power plants.

Sincerely,

i 2 L2

Harold R. Denton, Director
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
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As & residint
fron 1'oine Yenlee nuclear nover rlant I wont inforvation on ihe
cueeti ms
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I veat to imow eractly what improvenents rere nade st I'cine Tenltee
to bring i+ into cormliince with IINC regulations? "hy is it lecal
for & nueleny rower rlont toe atle to have nishape vhere raclio=

active ratcrials are sneved into the alr or water vithout hewving
to irredis ely notify orea resicdents snd Tawnmers of cuch Ineldent?
I'2ine Yonitee recently had cuch a nicsher during its shut cotm end
no one was told., Iy vwife and I eat veretedles frovn in this srea
end Grint: =il: from cows grazing vithin eresight of this plant.
For ali vou Inow vou counld be victim of cuch insonity yoursell,
consicerings cities inmort their food from Tfarm areas vhere tae

utilities hueve ceen £it to build these reactors.

"hy is aine Yenrec beinz allowed to operate without en evacuation
-lan zproved by rour co:migsion? vhe evacuation rlen now reine

tained To» this erea is 2 1 ’
L

i I
“eral 3ohe to residrnic a Live
rninute glance &t an crea m .
of sale evacuciion of the remninsulier area.in event ol & cerionr

s
will ouicl-ly chow the frmrorelollis

acident. On ocny sumner veniend the tralifiec iIs LacleC ur o
miles Tron 4he inTlux of thousands oi tourists to tne Soothua -
“ioeacset area 2lone. Indeed the bridrce Irom iscaccet To e
penninenla ig ‘nomm by locals as nost wnccofe zight now. these
Pacts plone ric puildinzg & ccenecrio too horrible te conglider,

How I ¢= not an hystericel person. “hile I an concemmed acut &
cerions seceldent sand wat ancvers on the above icmes, I & ore
conecrmed about the daily opcration of the nlant enc re

cerred "low-level® radiations. ‘hat ersetly is lor leve
radintion, how ig it ermitted, vhat radioactive particles are
involved, over whet redius of en arca igs afiected Uy such radiation?

y Bndl vour wor
gt : g
4 €

Inine Yrnl-ee's recent =-ill of lodine 171
lure %o notify the TFLOFPLE (presnont vonan

area vas a Tlarrent violation of the First lrmendnent rifht te
ILife, This is illesal not to nention itorel. 1t re-resente
total ‘aedMetoney on the port of I'mine Yeonee and the [INC 1o
onerate in cueh on irees-oncible ranter, ou are In & -ocition

ol creat responsiviliyy, T, Tevfrieg vou carrot ftoie LT yoon oUTe
eel® to Bot o rovlisenilye ThIXe yeu tmst eet mder credy Trel-
cuve from the utilits and enersy corvorati~=-, yeu omet realize

vou are caterins to the atuse of the people of this couniry oy

vour wealmecs 10 sind up to these rreciurces.
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3 . I went 2lso to aéd-erc recent corres-ondence [rou rreloved Irom
T Rohert Ho lonyv, Lr“* sen, Ieeutive _ofxd Toime Yevehonte Asso~fation
Ire ey’ in his 2 ~eal to ou for the “eO“c“LN; ol e ine daniies
claincs to *L*"e"ewt the feelinrz of 1,200 crea bysinesees and over
10C,000 e:oIOWees. This is an outraceous falcehood and rreal pro=-
Bum*tﬂon on hig vert to nake cuch a ¢lain., I ascure ou not
nearly so meny individuasls he elains to reprecent cuprort hir

recently puolished letter to yoursell.

In relation to the issue of nucear power in rencrel, I vant <o

Imow vhet is the position of the IMC on the disros al of rasie
rroducts from nuclear “eactorﬁ now onperating in the U.5% ‘hat

ere rou nlanning to do with the 400-500 rounds of ~lntoniun DT0-
a"ced uuﬁzul1y by these ﬂ19n»~° Do -ou realize t‘?* at the precent
rate by the ysar 20°O we will have 30,000 tone of it? T don't

Iwov how old wou will be then, Ir. .eﬁcrie. but v ehildren end your
grandchiléren will be in thelr teens, I'é ;refler e precsent then
rith challencec other t-an heeps of putonlam tiat 111 ve radio-
active for 250,000 vears. Do you vncierstand the at e 50. t1ines

lonrer than fron the r(;'mtion" to the »regent do ? “haf 1ind of
Fotine nlerning is this nadness

In lirht of the avove izsues I ~ust Cerand & reversal of rour
ceeision %o reonen liaine Yankee. Dr, lendrie, I ront it chut dom
until there isc a sane and lozical mnd ﬂosoluve1v rale manner of

nroducing vlectricity and resooneible attitude adonted by vourself
} 2u@ the II7C on the above quections.

Box. 45 Chore Rd. ek
It. Lérecondb, liaine 04550

POOR GRIGINAL
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