By Jokn J. Fiaika
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n Oct. 14, 1570, shortly before
Mmicnight on a dark roadside in
North Little Rock, Ark.. three
maskel mer pointed 1 shatgun at
@ man silung in a parked auto-
mobile.

fter foreing him out of the
car, they took his billfoia contain-
ing 8180, a small walkie-talkie, a
revoiver, 2 submachine gun and
the keys 10 a neardy tractor-
trailer truck containing a num-
ber of components for atomie
bombs.

Foriunately, according to a re-
port made public this week by
e Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sien, the three robbers did not
realize that they had broken
cempietely through the sup-
posedly massive network of se-
curty surrounding U.S. nuclear
weapons shipments.

A month later thev were ar.
rested and the Aiomic Energy
Commission recovered the Keys
o the weansens truck, and the
Funs taken from orne of the four

Energy Commission

Alormis
LRER T

couriers who were suppocec 1o be
walching (he shipment And,
fortenately, the truck and its nu-

Cigar cargo were no! gisturbed
by ihe thieves.

THE INCIDENT is one of 5)
explorec vy NRC investigators in
their lates: atteme! to more fully
expiain ike sefurilv-shrouded
histery of problems in the gov-

§ program to safeguard
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CONRAN'S ALLEGATIONS
provoked consideradble Cispute
within the agency aszd ke was
later removed from his safe-
guards aralyst post to a less
sensitive job setiing standards
for nuclear power reactors.
When challenged to procduce evi-
dence backing up his claim, Con-
ren produced handwriiten notes

Nuclear Safeguards
Probe Finds Some
Near Misses |

referring cryptically to at least |

51 incidents invoivng the possiil-
ity of a safeguards breach. Ac.
cording to the report which re-
sponded to these notes. the
investigators have dismissed 44
of the incidents as being “rumors
and attempied swindles. "

There are others, however,
such as the Nor:h Little Rock
case, that the safeguards men
gicn’t dismiss so easily.

According to a spokesman for

the Department of Energy, the |

Successor to the weapons civision
of the old Atomic Energy Ccm-
Mmission, a checx of agency files
shows the robbery took place so
Quickly that the man in the car
Was unzble to notify three cther
ccuriers supposed to be guarding
the parked truck, hu: who were
epparently asleep in a nearoy
mote!, '

The incident, according t
spokesman, - é
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THE TRUCK contained bom
éssemblies which contained 3
Ciear warhead materials b
were no: completely assemble!
accorcinz to the spokesma:
“Its hard to say what they migs
have had, kad they swlen is," &
acced. "Maybe they would hav
wounc up with four left shoes,
someihing like that.”

In a second incident, fou
armed men broke into 2n RE
office at the Newark, NJ., air
port April 5, 1970. They took §
boxes of freight worth $250,000
including a box sent from th
AEC containing an A-bomb par
the nature of which is still consid
ered a secres.

The NRC's most recent report
sheds further light on an appar-

71 cover-up by a number of offi.
cials and former officials for U.S.
nuclear agencies who have
Siated over the vears that there
has been “no evidence" of any
theit or diversion of bomb-grade
nuclear materials.

Since Fedruary, the commis-
sioners of the NRC have heid 10
qlosec meetings in an 2ttemp: to
cecide what io do about tne
NRC's chief executive officer,
Lee V. Gossick, who gave blan-
L&l “'no evidence" sialemenis 1o
iw0 congressional subcommis-
lees ias! vear,

According to transcripts of the
Teelngs, oblained under the
Freecom of Information Aes, the
Commissioners appear to be in
egreement thal no such bianker
érsurance is possible. in light of
ioe most celebrated case raisec
by Corran, the Cisappearance of
=05 pounes of highly esriched
‘ranium {rem & private plant a2
Apello Some lUme guring
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die mig-1%60s,

THAT CASE, which is st
Lncer investigation by the FBI,
exposed the relatively primitive
safeguards preciices used during
tae eariy days of the peacefu! ny.
clear era. As the NRC's chair-
marn. Joseph Hendrie, put 1t at
oene point: * | . . the circum-
siance of the time was such that
the mos: elemental sort of pazk-
Way . . . in fac:, i the materiz!
Regn’l weirked a couple &1 hen-
J toig, why you
heavy bBrowsn

€ ADC.T €230 and public sizte-
Menis muge oy is offyerale aso:
Apclio anc oiher pass ssicguares

inc:dents
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~. GEvents Cited From Memorandum, J. H. Conren to W. €. forehand,
Datea November 30, 1877

Subsequent ta its review éf Attachment A and Appendix J, NMSS
undertook & survey of additional materia) consisting largely of back-
ground notes prepared by Mr. Conran and provided by him to the Division
of Rules and Records through the Office of tandercs Develeoment on
hevember 30, 1877, in response 10 two FCOIA requests. These rough
notes are largely handwritten, often cryptic, and difficul: to inter-

pret. A preliminary review of this éccitionz] meteriz) revezled thaze

énd cthers are too obscure to be interpreteg. Exclucing from con-
sideration duplicative events &nc¢ those pertaining to license-exemps

meteriel, the following three events were identified thet might de
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From the recent data available, it appears that these tnree
events involve 1) a possible lost fuel bundle, 2) material icst in
transit, and 3) U-235 in less than formula quantity. However, since
locztion and other clarifying details are not provided for these
three events, the staff was unable to develop 2ccitionel informatiion

and, therefore, no steff judsment 2s to their releveance cén be made
1 -

2t this time.

fvents Cited In Paragreph 5(a&), Page 240, of the Report cf the Sub
Committee on Energy and the Environment, entitlec “"Allegations
Concerning Lax Security in the Domestic KNuclear Inadustry,” céted
July 29, 1§77

Paragraph 5(a) on page 240 of the &bove repert contained
references to "(2) an armed attack.on & non-licensed weapun meterial

trensportation oneration in the early 1870's; (o) theft of & truck

nvolved in non-licensed weepon shipment, in which the cuards wezpons
g . ey I - g sYVempr -
were stolen sometime in eariy-io-mid 1870's cngd {c) &n &lleged in-
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= incluced in the stolen items were Jewelry, watches, furs, pletinum,
gold and a classified AEC shipment. The AZC shipment was not
v, fissionable material and was not radicactive. The AEC shipment was

-y valued 2t $2°500.

=t Item (b) - "theft of a truck involved in non-licensed weapon shipment,

— in which the guards' weapons were stolen, sometims in eariy-to-mid

1270's"
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B On Octodber 12, 1970, at éppreximately 11:30 p.m. in Norsh Little
et

3 Rock, Arkensas, an AEC courier guarding & truck shipment of nuclear
-

e WEEDONS components, in route from Amarille, Texes, to Oak Ridge,

|

Tennessee, was hel¢ Up &nd robbed by three unknown individuals.
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The courier was, &t the time, seated in &n ASC secan equipped with

i

U.S. Government Yicense pletes.
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witnout being observed by the courier covered h with 2 shotoun,
3 - ‘ e -~ ' < - -
- énd orgered him to get out of the secsn. Whe he refusec to do so,
> - - 2 » » »

they Torcibly crecged him from the cer €nc Cis&rcsd him. Thne

courier wes prevented from zlerting three other couriers v ) were

ar
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SC escoriing the shipment, but who =

m

% TOLDErS TOOK the courier's revolver, nis 2iilc € conteining
mis ifentification end approximete y §180, & wallie-t2lt €, éng ¢
| SLJTELH I NE Qun with ammuniction. The ievs ¢ ¢ € Sreln Centeining
| =NE #E2D0NS COMDonents were 2180 teken, put ne ETTETSL wW2s mede %o

Er.ler or MOve tThe tTruck. ] 578328
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In the second week of Novemdber 1970, the rodbers were arrested ancd
charged with armed robbery (the assailants wer apperently involved
in 2 totel of five robberies) and a murder *hat was committed

prior to the'courier incident. A)} weapons and the walkie-talkie
were recovered. DOE files indicate that there was no indication that
the assailants were associated with any subversive militent eor ups

or organizations.

Item (c) - This item is acdressed in Enclosure 2, Appencix o

- & ' lal - . -
Statement 20, of this document.
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