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¥, Jazes G, Keppler

Direscter

Nuclear Razulatery Comaission Rej len III
799 Poosevelt Rocd

Glea Ellya, DNlineis &0137

Dear M-, Keppler:

After reading your letter ef Dec.: 4, I aa greatly surprised by the lack eof
urderstacdiing you pecple show after resding all ef =y varicus latlers. Chviously

ve do et achleve understanding 1n eur co=runicatiens. Tils makes everytilog =ore
dirficalt, Movever,in your lettler there are iraccuracies acd areas whers I caznet

agres with your re>ly.

Pirst, I would think en azy matter where Nuclear Safely may be tryelved that an
{n dopth investigation vould be made, Mowever, I would egres that it could start
4ith ecly oce er twe areas, ut, {f scwe degzree of substastiatles developed, tlen
tie izvestipation vould be deeper and rore extensive ard as =ore gubstantistien
developed, in depth {ovestigation vould gredually evolve,

vo futis= {1lustrate this polnt ve can use the following:

AMllez-Prack Tig welded Zlzer fittings when they vers not sertifled, Misky sald
a s=all quantity, As I recall,it vas elther vary near 100,or mere tian 100, The
questien then is, what 1g £=2117 Kow this {s an 1llustreticn ef vhat happened
uhen & weldors were able to pass only 14 eut of a total reculreszent ef (3 Lf tley
vere to weld »o all jebs as they caze along. New, ds I have te tell the XML bovw
zany mers tines this vas repsated? I don't think se, 1 think this i yeur led to
#4124 eut how many more tizes it eccurred, I knev that it ecourred. I doz't hew
hew =any tisss, A1l ef abeve {s {n refsrence te your sscond paragrazh and to itea

2 in your letter,

In regas~d te your item 1, 920 Septezpar 3th I asrked up the areas of zo—oc=all
ence with 10CFR40, Everyoce eof these ttezs s a basio requirezent in any QS pro=-
gra= and Dust never be waived under eny circumstance. T have selected enly 7 itezs,
but, these ere tis keart of azy QC pregraz, If these Iad been adbersd to thare

vould be e preblex,

In recard te your item 2, there vas a alzup in tze zalerial, Rave jour pecple
verifled tie total weights? Naedad welght for Job agsiost welght ef zaterial

oo recerds shows tiez? Sezetiing Lappened te tie paperwerk, To wial deptl and
extazt “as the N2C gene te usncever thtg. fact? In renpect to tle velds, I Dave
checked o3t 2 welding bocks a=d both specifically sta'e that the Test'sg Process
and the preductien process bave ts remain IDENTICAL. Thay were never 1d=ntical at
Msky. Tols s very easy %o establish, Why has it net Deen dane? On wiat suthovitly
or bazr:», de you bave to say thay need not be tdentisal? 1f they are not to be the
sare, vy zake the test %0 begin with? What you ave paying in effact ls, any old
weld 13 pocd enpugh. Tals {s wrenz, wrong vreng. Ihe AnSYEr 1 that all velds can
be rood welds and erould e geod welds, A ={nizm.a gocd veld {3 a pressuss vozsel
veld, It L5 as sizple as that, M.aky knews this, Tt destdad not te distzd thelr
Incentive setup to do i, Tel trelr QC pamual vould lead ywu o talieve the

-

cppcsits, Srely sezeboly at RAC =ist knev right froa wrezg.
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24. With regard to the seals, describe in detail the function and safety
ignificance of these seals during reactor operation

0

WIPP has not yet campletely determined all aspects of seal cperaticn.

25. State whether the Project is asserting that seals in question
are sutject to reactor pressure during operation’

See ap'wer to interrogatory 2a.

26. Describe in detail the safety significance of the seals when the
reactor is in a cold shutdown condition.

See answer to interrogatory 24.

27. State what ir“ormation the Project has that the Applicants did
not intend to re, r or replace all seals nc +eeting all specifications.

MVPP has no information that Applicants nave corrected the problem.

28, If any seals which did not meet specifications have been repaired or
replaced, state why this would not meet the Pro’ect's particular allegations
regarding the seals.

See answer to interrogatory 27.

L AL

Leah S. Kosik
Dated: May 9, 1979 Attorney for MVFP
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\s referenze to your itea 3, I agaln repeat that the testing and preduction proczess
st be IDDNTICAL and rexain IDIRTICAL, A retast can ezly be made AFTIN the zas
recalves nocessary and peeded training and practite, The lengih of tize vould be
ceatingmat oo 14 ceed for saze, “ovever 10 =irmutes of tralaing and practice !2
ceaplataly ridicalous, This i3 the length of tralning and practice that eccurred,
Coron serse will tell you that training, iseluding length ard extant 1s entirsl:
coztingest ea the peed, Then as proficlency is attalned, a retest wvould be in erder,

Is reference te your itea 4, . Splevack vas called in te reviev our situatlien
and te see Lf be ceuld set up & training prograa fer our wvelders. I called hia in,
"e flatly told ae the day be vas in, thal under re clrcunstacces vould he allew
his sehoel te becoas assoclated with Muisky veldors, " felt that in the lenz run
1% vould be injuricus te the reputation ef his scheel, Fe sald it Is far core
di?7i=11t 4to "untrals® and then "retrain® than fust to trals, 5 said befors Lo
left that k= would write up a report of his findings se that ve would knov whare
we stocd, For your infermatios the velding as ef August 1, 1978 1s EXACTLY the
ga3s as it vas the day M-, Splevack ebserved it, Eisky veldors never recelved tte
tralning they need, A prograa to traln thea gt Fortbern Eextucky Vecatleral scheel
vas set up, Only ene man of tha 20 plus who sigmed up, corpleted the prograz, Thls
vas R, Pratt an Industrial Bagineer, TNoenty Plus signed up, Only 11 ehoved up for
the first sessien, 5 or & for the secend, J er 4 fer the tiird, 2 for the next 2
sessions, then eanly R, Pratt, This vas the only gezuine attempt at tralning., Since
shortly after M=, Splevacks visit R, Pratt and mself vauld ge out pericdically in
shipeing =-2 leok at velds, We did thls te see i there vas any poeticeadle changs,
Seze davs t-ers vere more, soze days lass, but alvayy wve could find pleaty of bad
welds, In Mesch of this yesr we feurd scze of the verrt velds ve ever saw cn soze
alzmi=:s Tectray, It vas so bad I brought P. Panta ocul to sitev hlim, ¥s was unis-
preased end tncenserned, Me later told ae, "thay were welced a long tize age." I
orecked, aza it vas—3 days ago. Keedless to say, it vas shipped as {s, I" dida't
coze back, se by your definitien it vas geod Welds!

!,4

referance te your {tem 5, the ONLY vay to ever Imow if you can reasenably
pest a gocd veld {s to find cut I the veldor Sas the capadility thru a test,
y%i3e his abllity is uncer question be is retested, Ins!identally, I ooticed

4 this saze situation came up at Zlsser in an XC inspectien repert, Tal

lved 2 welders from Young & Bertke who were installin.alr hazdling equip=ent,
istons Taberatory vas calied and they came sut DNMEDIATILY and retestad thess
wen. Se, ssse XNC people do oot ahare your view, I a= extremely curieus as to
;. you Tefuse te retesi the Musky wveldoers, T feel this is extrezely critical
azd germans te the entire veld situatle-, Instead, for an ansver, I pet "a Viev
ve d6 2ot share." Judgezents should te based on fasts, not “vievs.®
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Ts refsrence te your item &, "Weld Testisg” The first "testing® vas visual

arnd everTihing lecked rosy, per M, Yoster, Thon 4 test or tesls vas made and
g de~ls'e= vas mads that they are good. This 1s heg vash, it simply caa't be,
tee Louisvyille Cas & Dectric Job (Mr, Foster Zas a coyy of the repert)

s

#2071 t=ailer lead of trays azd fittings vers relurned, Looking at {2 Yike you do,

1+ vas='t 3ad, Cnly 40% of the welds broke, Fully 0% of the velds vere good. Se,
all we shculd have done vas o check ar test so=e of the olf velds, These vould

be swed 57 your test azd we could thea have told Loulsville GCas & Klectris, "tle
walds are gocd, ve tested thea to NOC accuptance standards,” Toz are dolng exactly
tals, tie ezly difference being, neitber you ner I koev viat the § is, The prinsiple
19 exactly the same,
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In rezard to your item 7, you are very aistaksn, After M, Splevack nade his
repart I vorked pretiy bard for a loaoz tize to learn bow to visually ldentify
velding defecte vith a high degree of accuracy., Sowever, when sdaclutaly pething
{s done to traln the Inspecters, then vhatever quality thare 1s i a weld is

left up ectirely te the weldor. Ms prisary concern is quastity for {sceztive,

he soald care less for quality, Indirectly, yeu are saying this is CL Mclonalds
has higher stasiards for thelr Maaburgsr palaces than you express for Mislear vark,

In regard to your {tez 10, here again yeu are in error. Mg Welding with a bead
ts pernissable and is vhat sbould have been done, Instead, a Mg Spot, half ea
and balf off the joloed items was used, The specifications clearly prohilits

a spot veld, What they got was only ¢ of a epot veld, Misky had no procedure
2o~ aluzimun bronse velding and no weldors certified in its use, So they =ade
balf spots. 1 Monday evening October 16, 1978 M-, Fester called 2e and reported
on the status of the Clinten investigative activities, M wsald the veldisg of
the fittings was in pon-compliance essentially as I reported, % also reported
protlers uzceversd on the straights. In later reports be repeated zost of tils
plus added inforaatien., He once told me that nene of this material could be
tnstalled in the centalrment area, On Decesber 5, 1973, (cce day later than
your letter)essentially the saze, Now I read your itea 10 and 1t sounds l'ke
things at Clinten are not so bad, If you will read to. first paragraph of =y
letter of Cetober 19,.1978 to Mr, Foster confiraing above and that I cezsidered
my iavelve=szt in Cliaton at & close, Wiy is this nev recpensd?

Ia regasd o itea 9,.T concsur!
Su==ary:

Ls T stated in my original letter so much of this cocurred en all the puclear
fobs it beca=e a pattern of cperating nea-cozpliance, When a man s killed
vith 4 bullets, vhat difference does it make vhelber bullet Fo, 3 er bullet
Ko, 4 killed hin? B is still dead!

Yeur greup ls respensidle for INSPECTICK AND ENPCRCEMEAT and nov you say you
Want the D4ilitles and the Erginsering Companies to cowplete your work, The
flav here is you don't reelly know vhat to tell thax to cozplets, Tals seazs
to =ze nearly incredilble!

If patience is a virtue, thea I aa begianing to feel virtoous,

I sincersly bepe 'nils letter accesplisbes a little Detter understanding,
Tours trzly,

Sesegen W L AT

Edvin P, Nfitadter




VERIFICATION

State of Ohlo ) ss
County of Hamilton,

Saul A. Rigberg, beiny first duly sworn, states that he has been
duly authorized to execute, verify and file the enclosed documents, that
he has read the contents of same and that the statements containsd therein
are true and correct to his best information, knowledge and belief.

Sul B, Kicbse
’ 7

Saul A. Rigberg v
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Subscribed and sworn to before me this _ X day of May,
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MARY £. ROLFES
Netary Putiic « S:31e af o 5
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certil{y that copies of t‘ze Answrs to the Nuclear Regulatory Camission's
Ente rogatories, Objections to tain of the Nuclear Regulatory Camission's I
inswers to Apriicants’ Y"ve""og""rw'-. and Orjections to Certain of Applicants’
In»s.?z:r,g,atcr:es have been sent to the following parties by ordinary U.S. mail on the
'TA  day of May, 1979. ) ' ‘
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Tharles Bechhoefer, Esg. Stephen M. Schinki, Ec“.
Chairman, Atamic Safety Counsel for the NIX. Staf(

and Licensing Board Office o" the Ixecutive

US Nuclear Regulatory Commission Lecral Director

Washington, D.C. 20855 US Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Washington, D.C. 20355
Dr. Frank F. Hooper, Member

Atanic Safety and Licensing Board William J. Moran, [:g.

Schoo’ of Natural Rescurces General Counsel

University of Michigan Cincinnati Gas and Electric Corpany
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48109 Post Office Box 8GO

Cincinnati, Ohio 45201
Mr. Glenn C. Bright, Member

Atamic Safety and Licensing Poard Mark J. Wetterhahn, Esg.
L‘° \ uclear Regulatory Commission Counsel for Cincinnati Gas and Electric
hingtcn, D.C. 20855 Campany
Conners, Moore & Corber
Richard S. Salzman, Esg. Suite 1050
Chairman, Atomic Safety and 1747 Pennsylvania Avenue
Licensing Appeal Beard Washington, D.C. 20006
US Nuclear Regulatory Cammission
Washington, D.C. 205835 Mr. Chase R. Stephens
Docketing and Service Secticn
Dr. Lawrence R. Quarles Office of the Secretary
Atomic Safety and Licensing US Nuclear Regulatory Comnissicn
Appeal Board Washington, D.C. 20855
US Nuclear Regulatory Camission
Washington, D.C. 20835 William Peter Heile, Esq
Assistant City Solicitor
Michael C., Farrar, Esg City of Cincinnati
Atanic Safety and Licensing Box 214
Appeal Board Cincinnati, Chic 45202
US Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20385 John D. Weliver, Esqg
Clermont County Community Council
Chairman, Atomic Safety and Licensing Beard Box 1Bl
Panel tavia, Chio 48103

.’S ‘uc,..a.. Regulatory Camissicn
ashington, D.C. 20833

Chairman, Atomic Safety and Licensin

Apped Becard Panel

s 1) - 1Tasrs missi . .

S Nuclear ..-a.,.:'y_Ca'n.as on Looh &. Kosihk

Washington, D.C. 20885




