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James Coughlin
/wce Prag gent
Nuclear

Mr. Samuel J. Chilk
Secretary of The Commission

U.S. Nurlear Regulatory Commission
Wash .istom, D. C. 20555

Attention: Docketing & Service Branch

Gentlemen:

This i{s in response to the Federal Register Notice of February 28, 1979,

regarding Mr. Anderson's petition for rulemaking involving NRC certifica-
tion of Health Physics.

Public Service Company of Indiama, Inc. (PSI) has reviewed the proposed
amendment to lOCFR20 filed by Mr. Victor Anderson. PSI encourages its
personnel to seek professicnal advancemeant through whatever programs

are available to them. I~cluded among these would be the recently de-
veloped certification priscams developed by the American Board of Health
Physics; specifically, the certification for Power Reactor Health Phy=-
sics Personnel and the certification of Health Physics Technicians.
However, PSI dces not support required certification for nuclear station
personnel as outlined by Mr. Anderson for the following reascus:

1. The staied reason for Mr. Anderson's amendment is "to prevent man-
agement from placing pressure on Health Thysics perscmnnel to engage
in bad practice."” PSI is not aware of instances where statiou man-
agement pressure has exerted undue influence om a person's ability
to express an opinion or recommendaticn or make a judgement. Fur-

thermore 1f such were the ¢ . t1ere is no reascn to believe that
Mr. Anderson's certificat’ iquf remerts would necessarily relieve
him from such manzgem/ - LA L An cbvicus example of this is
the NRC qualificatic . for Reacter Cperators. Such per-
sonnel are not relie cespensibility to station manage-
ment, just as managem<c. ‘s uo. -ziieved of respomsibility for the

actions of its perscmnel.

ra

Minimum qualificaticn standards and guldes are adequately described
in the existing ANSI Stardard 3.1-1978 and NRC Regulatory Guide

1.3 (Rev. 1). 1In part because c¢f these documents, professional
qualificatiocns of anuclear .tati.u personnmel are among the highest
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3. Minimum qualifications of statiocn personnel are supplemented by
station-specific training programs at all nuclear power facilities.
These training programs have been reviewed and approved by the
NRC grior to their implementation. Furthermore, personnel who
successfully complete this training are subject to detailed scru-
tinity in the NRC's I&E program. Therefore PSI seriously questions
the added value that Mr. Anderson's amendment would have im achiev-
ing safer nuclear operations.

The proposed revision to Paragraph 20.600 seems tc make the Eealth Physicists
the final arbiter for licensee action, which is certainly inappropriate. Final
responsibility for operational maneuvers, for instance, must rest with the

duly licensed and trained operators. Health Physics persomnel do not have
appropriate training or experience to participate meaningfully in judgments
involving station operation except as such operatio-~ has Health Physics as-
pects involved which may be only one of several factors to be comsidered.

Sincerely,
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James Coughlin /

Vige President~ lear



