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. UNITED STATES ,

N UCLE,4 RJanuary 2, 1979 REGULATORY COMMisS;ON 73 6]3g

CONSENT CALEND AR ITSV.

For: The Commissioners

From: William J. Dircks, Director
Office of Nuclear Material Safety and Safeguards

Throuch: Executive Director for Operations

RESPONSE TO NATURAL RESOURCES DFFENSE COUNCIL, INC. (NRDC)Subject:
PETITION FOR RULEMAKING (PRM-20-7) REVISION 1

To revise a previous staff paper (SECi'-78-613) toPurcose:
incorporate staff cements of the Office of Policy
Evaluation and the Office of the General Counsel.

Catecory: Routine matter requiring Commission consideration.

Value Imcact None required. '

Statement-
;

Discussion: The proposed Federal Reaister n tice (Enclosure 3 of
SECY-78-613) has been revised to incorporate the
Office of Policy Evaluation and the Office of the

!

General Counsel staff coments. The NRC staff posi-
tion has been expanded to address the legal arguments

!raised by NRDC to require a moi +.orium on licensing
of new or enlarged burial sites tpp.18-19). The
staff position has been expanded to address the legal
arguments raised by NRDC to require a Generic Environ-
mental Imcact Statement (GEIS) on low-level waste
disposal (pp. 26-27). A discussion of the Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS) planned by the staff to support
the proposed low-level waste management regulaticn has
been included to support the staff's position that the
NRC regulatory develocment effort will obviate the need
for a GEIS (pp. 27-28). A discussion of the planned
EIS on the proposed icw-level waste management was
deleted frca the background secticn at the notice to
eliminate repetition (p. 13).
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Recommendation: The staff recomends that the Ccmmission approve
publication of the revised Federal Registe notice.

Coordination: The Office of State Programs concurs in the content
of this paper. The Office of the Executive Legal
Director has no legal objections. Staff ccmments
of the Office of the General Ccunsel and the Office
of Policy Evaluation have been incorporated into
the revised Federal Reaister notice.

Scheduling: For affirmation at an open Comission meeting.

L 's. .

William J. Oircks, Oirector
Office of Nuclear Material Safety

ano Safeguards

Enclosure:
Proposed FR Notice

SECY NOTE: This paper replaces the FRN recomended for pubt ::ation in
Reccmendation 41 of SECY-78-613 and attached as Enclosure 3
in that paper. Comissioners should indicate their consent
dnd or Cc= ents on both papers on the respon!e sheet for this
paper.

Ccmmissioners' comments or consent should be p ovided directly to the
Office of the Secretary by c.o.b. Tuesday, Janua y 16, 1979.

Comission Staff Office cements, if any, should .'e submitted to the
Comissioners NLT January 10, 1979, witn an informttion ccpy to the
Office of the Secretary. If cne paper is of such a nature that it requires
additional time for aralytical review and cement, the Ccmissioners and
the Secretariat should be apprised of when cements may be expected.

This paper is tentatively scheduled for affirmation at an Open Meeting
during the Week of January 22. 1979. Please refer to tne appropriate

Weekly Ccc.ission Scnecule, wnen published, for a specific date and time.

DISTRISUTION:
Comissioners
Ccmissicn Staff Offices
Exec. Dir. for Ocers.
Regional Offices
ACRS

Secretariat

310 33-


