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February 17, 1978 \
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Director «~f MNuclear Reactor Regulation
Attan: Mr. 3. A. Varga, Chief

Light Vater Reactors Branch No. &4

U. S. Suclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D. C. 20555

)

Dear Sir:

Three Mile Island Nuclear Station Unit 2 (TMI-2)
Operating License No. DPR-73
Docket No. 50-320
Reactor Vessel Cavity Anmulus

This letter is in respcnse to your letter of February 2, 1378, g
the reactor cavity annulus seal ring and associated biological shielding
on Three Mile Island Muclear Station, Unit No. 2 (TMI-2).

Please be advised that the reactor cavity annulus seal ring is not left
in place during normal operation. Biological shielding is installed in
the reactor cavity annulus.

Biological shielding of the reactor cavity annulus is accomplished by twelve
sheet metal tanks containing water which form an anaular ring located at

the top of the reactor subcompartm ats and around the reactor wessel. These
tanks are designed so that they will neither clog vent paths nor become
missiles in the extremely imprcbabl~a event of a pipe break inside the re-
actor vessel cavity. A description of the tank design, its operation and
the analysis performed to demonstrate their acceptability can be found in
Supplement 3 of the FSAR in response to question 42.3/6.2.1.1 beginning on
page 53-42-3a.

Skhould you bave any questions, please contact me.
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Y truly yours,

[ e
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