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Docket No. 50-320 y

ETALUATION OF REQUEST FOR EXTENSION COF PROVISICNAL CONSTRUCTICH PIRMIT rFoe
THREE MILE ISLAYD NUCLEAR STATION, UNIT 2

Introduction

/
Metropoclitan Edison Company, on October 26, 1973, filed a request
for extensiocn of the construction completion date for Three 'iile
Island Nuclear Staticn, Unit 2. The dates presently set forth
in the Provisional Construction Permit, CPPR-66, Decemher 1, 1572
and December 1. 1973, ave requested tg he extended to Mav 1, 1975,
and Mav 1, 1377. Expected fuel loading date {s April 1976
and expected commercial operation ig October 1976.

Cianges to the plant as a result ef more stringent safety recom-
mendations developed subsequent to the start of comstruction and
construction problems encountersd on the site have had a eumu-
lative impact on construction progress.

The only modification prapaéd is the extension of the construction
completion date which does oot allow any work not already
permittad by the comstruction permit, ‘

Discussion

The applicant states that the following factors have contriduted
to the delay {n constructicn by theiy requirement for additional
engineering and/or construction time:

1. Reactor building ring girder revision and modification

2. Modifications to niniaize the comsequences of postulated
high-energy systems failure extarnal to the reactor building.
/ /

3. Comstruction priority vas given to the completion of Tnit 1.

4. Major rt/duc:ion (202) o'f construction force to assure more
effective management control over quality of work.

5. Prodoctive time less and cleanup effort following heavy
rainfall 1a June 1972. 'l
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6. 6Bodificatior of the reactor vessel intermals as a result
of Oconee 1 experience.

7. Modifications to zantry crane and difficulties ia setting
of the reactor vessel, steam generators, and peclar crane
delaved constructiocn of the reactor building.

Many of the causes for delay were substantially bevond the contrel
of the applicant.

The applicant requested an extension of the Provisicnal Constructica

Permit exceeding the anticipated fuel locading date Dy 13 aonths.
Conclusion
The staff has determined:

1. That the system revisions and modifications in irems 1, 2,
and 6 above are changes to the svstems as they were described
in the Preliminary Safety Analysis Report. The details of
the changes in itezs 1 and 2 will be evaluated by the staff
during the review of the Final Safety Analysis Report;
details of the changes in item 6 have been reviewed.

2. That the factors contributing to the delay show good cause
and that the actionsof extending the completion date does
not involve significant hazards consideration.

3. That the requested exteanslon beyond the presently estimated
fuel loading date is adequate to account for possible
additional delays.

The staf’ concludes that i{ssuance of an Order extending the latest
completion date for the construction of the Three Mile Island
Nuclear Station, Unit 2, as presently set forth in Ccmetruction
Permit No. CPPR-65 should be authorized., The order is to de
effective on the date of issuance.
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