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Sincerely, 

Taina 0. Shanley 
Legal Assistant For Mark R. Horton Esq. 

Martin, Dugan & Martin Law Firm 
509 W. Pierce Street 

P.O. Box 2168 
Carlsbad, NM 88220 

575-887-3528 
Fax: 575-887-2136 

THIS MESSAGEis intended ONLY for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information that is 
privileged, confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If the receiver of this message is not the intended recipient, 
or the employee or agent responsible for delivering the message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any 
dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, 
please notify us immediately by telephone and return the original message to us at the above address via the U.S. Postal Service. 

THANK YOU. 
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Congresswoman Deb Haaland 

1237 Longworth Building 

Washington, DC 20515 

VIA: E-MAIL haaland@house.gov 

Dear Congresswoman Haaland: 

July 10,2019 

With all due respect, it is unfortunate that someone in your public trust position with the resources 

afforded you would not make the effort to educate yourself and confirm the erroneous facts you 

present in your letter to both Sec. Perry and Chairman Svinicki as well as the press. 

You claim the proposed Central Interim Storage Facility (CISF) poses too great a risk to New Mexico, its 

economy and our environment without presenting anything but conjecture . Please, please do not be a 

participant in fear mongering. It is unprofessional, unbecoming and a disservice to your constituents 

and the state . 

• The NRC can't say the leak risk is zero for the transportation cask, but they do say it is one in a 
billion, very close to zero . 

• The design basis for the storage facility is to meet every threat; real, imagined or natural disaster 

threat, as well as, designed to meet classified Homeland Security threats. It's a concrete 

fortress! 

• Railroads are built to withstand the weight of the casks by distributing the weight with 

additional axles added to the rail car. This is 3 non-issue. 

• Locomotives weigh more than the casks and travel the rails all day, every day. 

• Railroads are mostly private, and are required to maintain their tracks themselves by the DOT 

and the Federal Rail Administration . 

• New Mexico has no responsibility for maintaining the tracks or paying for maintenance. 

• There are designated emergency responders along all rail routes. 

• Of course, local responders will always respond to an event as they do for any accident. 

• There is no additional emergency response cost incurred by the state . 

• There will be about 1,000 shipments of 10 cars per shipment--1/101
h of an accident rate you 

claim - NO LEAK! 

• The fuel is incorporated into a solid ceramic pellet about the size of a pencil eraser, there are no 

liquids, there are four layers of confinement eliminating any possibility of nuclear material 

release. 

• Sandia National Lab, in your district, does the cask testing - you should contact them for the real 
facts . 

• Traveling to interim storage and then to a repository only adds a few hundred miles and 

negligible additional risk. 

• The Ag business opposing anything nuclear is absurd; no national labs, no X-rays, no CT-Scans, 
no isotopes for diagnostics and treatment, no nuclear engineering program at UNM, etc. 



• It's hypocritical to vote against a repository funding and then say you can't support central 

interim storage because there is no repository . 

• There are 68 interim storage sites in the country that by your definit ion are all de facto 

repositories due to Congress's inaction . 

• The project will provide 215 highly paid jobs and a $2.4 billion capital investment. 

• SE New Mexico is rural and must find economic ways to combat the ups and downs of the 

extractive industries as other rural areas must do in New Mexico. 

• The Licensing Board of the NRC rejected all the contentions presented by interveners as having 

no substance, which is evidence of the nonsense being repeated by you and others. 

These few bullet points are to briefly respond to the many erroneous statements you made in your 

letter. I know it's difficult to "walk back" incorrect statements - it takes courage to do so. However, I 

know by you doing so, you will gain the respect from the vast majority of people you represent. You 

represent a very technical district containing Sandia National Lab, research organizations, the state's 

cancer treatment center and a major research university. You should not play on what you think is the 

ignorance of your constituents - they will resent it. 

Representative, because of the technical nature of nuclear energy and projects, Congress appointed the 

NRC to oversee all nuclear energy and projects and to protect the health and safety of the American 

public. The NRC is a very technical organization of scientists and engineers that take their 

responsibilities very seriously. They leave no rock unturned and confirm every feature, event and 

process. You and the public should let them do their job without injecting politics, and rely on their 
decision, pro or con . 

Please feel free to contact me at any time with any questions you may have about the project. I look 
forward to working with you. This is a great project for our area and New Mexico. 

Best regards, 
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Former Carlsbad City Council Mayor Pro Tern 

Former Member of Energy Communities Alliance 
1204 W. Orchard 

Carlsbad, NM 88220 

rwdoss1026@gmail .com 
575. 706-2875 

cc: Sec. Rick Perry 

The.Secretary@hq .doe.gov 

Chairman Svinicki 

Chairman@nrc.gov 

D'Val Westphal 

dwestphal@albiournal.com 


