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General Comment
A rule like the one proposed here is long overdue, for several reasons:

1) Retired nuclear plants are seldom retired due to mechanical or structural faults. Often
balance of plant systems remain fully functional long after radioactive materials have been
placed in storage.

2) Even if substantial re-construction is required, the costs borne by ratepayers would be a
fraction of costs for new construction.

3) As a zero-carbon source of clean electricity, nuclear energys role in minimizing carbon
emissions has become critically important to environmental health.

I was personally involved in regulatory efforts to prevent the shutdown of San Onofre Nuclear 
Generating Station (SONGS) in 2013. Despite contemporary folklore, there were no 
maintenance issues at the plant which couldnt be repaired for one-tenth the cost of 
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decommissioning. Like those in other states, California regulators approved the shutdown to 
allow utilities to generate electricity with natural gas instead (due to 2005 regulatory changes, 
utility holding companies were again permitted to profit on the sale of fuel used to generate 
electricity). The SONGS shutdown added 8 million tonnes of CO2 to our states emissions, 
undoing years of progress with renewables, efficiency, and other measures.

I disagree with Mr. Berkas assertion re-commissioned nuclear facilities should only have to 
meet the safety standards that had been in place at the time the facility had last operated. 
Industry safety procedures and technology have only improved over time, and theres no 
reason reactors and other mechanical equipment couldnt or shouldnt - be required to conform 
with current safety standards, making modifications and upgrades where necessary.

In a letter to participants of the COP21 Climate Conference in Paris (2015), reknowned 
climate scientists James Hansen, Kerry Emanuel, Tom Wigley, and Ken Caldeira 
unequivocally agreed nuclear power paves the only viable path forward on climate change. 
Putting useable nuclear infrastructure like SONGS back to work, where feasible, would be 
one of the most cost-effective means to move forward in our efforts to leave a more habitable 
world for our descendants.
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