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Approximately 2400 people were interviewec 3 in three
states with respect to: (a) intended avoidar near a
hypothetical floating nuclear plant (FNP), (b) relative importance
of proximity to a FNP, when compared to other ch attributes,

(c) onshore-offshore preference plant lo on,
(d) behavioral impact of NRC licensing of FNP's, ) relative
tourism impact of coastal nuclear plants compared oastal coal-
fired plants, (f) public concerns about nuclear safet g) public
attitudes toward alternative energy sources, (h) public confidence
in sources of information about nuclear power, (i) visual impact of
a FNP, and (j) knowledge about nuclear power,

Four beach areas near currently operating coasta' nuclear power

plants were studied to assess impacts on tourism resulting from
construction,

The research results indicate that: (a) proximity of a FNP is le
important than other beach attributes in determining beach attract

(b) probably 20 more than (and perhaps less than) 5% to 10% of current
beach patrons wouTd avoid a beach after FNP siting three miles direct]
offshore; ard (c) impact of a FNP would decrease exponenti

away increased.

In summary, the percentage reduction in tourism attributable to siting
of nuclear power plants offshore would be small, but not necessarily
negligible, at points close by. The stability of those impacts over
time, however, depends upon the stability of current attitudes toward
and beliefs about nuclear power and its safety.

\
This study and its results have been reviewed extensively while in
progress by the RES project manager and various staff members from NRR,
0SD, and EDQ at quarterly progress meetings. The research results are
offered for user office consideration for application to the identified
regulatory need. Technical questions related to these results may be
directed to David Barna at 427-4358,
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