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The Honorable Romano L. Mazzoli
United States House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Mazzoli:

I am pleased to respond to your letter of September 28, 1979, concerning the
construction problems at the Marble Hill Nuclear Power Plant construction
site.

My colleagues and I share your concerns over the quality of construction
activities conducted to date at this site. You may know that our Director of
the Office of Inspection and Enforcement suspended safety-related construction
activities for the Marble Hill Nuclear Power Plant, Units 1 and 2 until he
finds reasonable assurance that such activities will be conducted in accordance
with the Commission's quality assurance requirements. The Order (Enclosure)
specified nine areas where action by the Licensee needed to be taken including
the review of the contracts of the contractor and sub-contractors and qualifica-
tion of workers including management involved in this project. Construction
will not be permitted until the Licensee's actions and responses have been
carefully reviewed and the required findings made. To supplement the inspection
activities at this site a resident inspector has been assigned to it.

The NRC is comitted to make every reasonable effort to assure construction is
in accordance with our requirements. However, your concerns about the cost of
delays and construction errors are not within our statutory mandate. The cost
of construction is a matter reserved to the state regulatory commissions.

You can be assured that if construction is allowed to continue, it will be
closely monitored to assure compliance with our requirements. A license to
operate the facility will not be issued until a complete operating license
review has been made, opportunity for a public hearing has been provided,
and this Commission is satisfied with all aspects of this facility.

If you have any further questions on this matter, I will be pleased to respond.

Sincerely,
:\i11

Cm' '

d Lee V. Gossick
'

Executive Director for Operations
N

Enclosure:
"d'" 1739 202
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
HUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

In the Vatter of -

PUBLIC SERVICE COPA!iY OF INDIANA Docket Nos. 50-546
(Marble Hill Nuclear Generating 50-547 .

Station, Units 1 and 2)

,
ORDER CONFIRMING SUSPENSION OF CONSTRUCTION

I

The Public Service Company of Indiana (PSI or licensee) is the holder
.

,

of Construction Permits, Nos. CPPR-170 and CPPR-171, issued on April 4,1978.

These pemits authorize in accordance with their provisions construction of

the thrble Hill Nuclear Generating Station, Units 1 and 2. Over the past few

months, serious problems have been identified at the Marble Hill facility con-

cerning the adequacy of the licensee's quality assurance program and, in

particular, the adequacy of concr6te placement which requires escalated

enf_orcement acticn. |/3g g3
-

II

As a result of an inspection conducted on April 3-6, 1979, a Notice of

Violation was issued to the licensee on May 4,1979. One item in the Notice
'

identified nonco:pliance with Criterion X of Appendix B to 10 CFR Part 50

related to poor control of the quality of coi1 crete placement activities at the

site. During another inspection conducted on April 30 through May 3,1979.

additional item of noncompliance were identified. Another Notice of Violation

was issued on May 29, 1979, which included an additional citation against
.

Criterion X related to inadequate contr

activities as well as a citatio,n agains DUPLICATE DOCUMENT

Part 50 on the basis of improper curing Entire document previously
entered into system under:

]]gg
. -

On June 12, 1979, Thomas Dattilo,
r e g - g
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PI. Joseph M. Hendrie'
~

-

Chairman
Nuclear Regulatory Cwission b h D)

:
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1717 H Street Nhi g..a
Washington, D.C. 20555 'l

#i--
Dear Mr. Hendrie: s.

N3=
I would like to express my concern and deep disappointment su-,

F-regarding the management and NRC supervision of the construction
of Marble Hill Nuclear Power Plant near Madisonville, Indiana, i ..
31 miles upstream from my home of Louisville, Kentucky. i:D.:

. e

I have always stated that nuclear power will be an impor- g:-
=

tant element of our nation's energy supply in the future. How-
E'ever, as the incident earlier this year at the Three Mile Island

Nuclear Plant has affirmed, extreme care must be used in build- L.._,

ing and maintaining nuclear power plants. Our primary consider- . _ . .

ation r.ust be the safety and welf are of the citinens of our :

nation.
,.

~

In light of this , I find recent developments at the Marble [1:
F".Hill plant utterly indefensible and reprehensible. Not only is

this going to further chip away support for this vital element p. .
.

of our energy mix, but the potential for disaster is beyond p--

comorehension. - .--

_

Public Service Indiana's (PSI) mismanagement of plant {
construction is appalling. PSI President, Mr. Hugh Barker,
has admitted that contractors and supervisory staff are inex-
perienced and that a higher priority was placed on cutting costs ' . ~

and construction short-cuts than on following strict safety ::s
standards on the construction site. But, yet, the NRC which M=
is entrusted with the ultimate responsibility of protecting 3.?
the public health, safety and environment by regulating and
supervising nuclear plant construction and management, failed -2_~

=to detect any problems until workers at the plant went to the
press with stories of poor construction. .? .:.

-+
=

10/1..To EDO for Prepare, Reply for Signature of Chairman..Date due Comm: Oct 8 +

Cpys to: Orig to Docket, OCA to Acknowledge, Chairman, RF.. 79-2705
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September 28, 1.',7 9
.

. .

This lack of NRC supervision is as indefensible as PSI [.:; . |"
inexperience. and mismanagement. And, I demand that before 'hei-
construction. resumes at Marble Hill, the NRC take steps. ;.

:.I."

'

. < '
~ ;.JJ.-- insuring that.only the best qualified constractors .

and construction workers be allowed on the site. gggF
=;.-::

-- requiring that qualified PSI and NRC supervisors -

be on site -- not in Plainfield or Washington, D.C.
_

1:.

"

-- requiring monthly inspections by NRC technicians
and top management. _

..

-- insuring that the costs of these delays and foul-ups i.'

not be dumped on the consumer.
.

I will certainly be monitoring closely any future actions ;.
by the NRC at the Marble Hil clant.

~
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Sinc ely/
~
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T' T. MAZZOLI .[i
~

.c

Mer er oi Congress .
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