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PRELI!!INARY NOTIFICATION

Date: November 28, 1979 -

PREllH1RARY NUI1FICATION OF EVENT OR 1DIUSUAL OCCURRENCE--PNo-III-79-%

'Ihis prel4.-hary notification constitutes EARLY notice of events of POSSIBLE
s.afety or public interest significance. The information presented is as
initially received without verification or evaluation and is basically all
that is k.nown by IE staff on this date.
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SI'RTEC~ : RI PORTED CONTAMINATION IN WRMERLY OMED SUiLDiNC IN WEST CRiCACO

Region III (Chicago) was inforced in a telephone call fro = the Mayor of West
Chicago Pcaday af ternoon, Novenber 26,19 /9, that the owner of a building at
183 W. Washington Street, West Chicago, had detected radioactivity in the
buildinn. The building had been purchased several years carlier fro = Kerr-
McGee. On Tuenday, November 27, 1979, c icteer on the same =atter was
received fro = the State or Illinois.

C: Tue day alternoon, Novenber 27, a supervisor fro = the Regior TTT office
=cde a survey o f the b:tilding and discussed his findings with the evncr of the
building and the Mayor of West Chicago, who also had an of fice in the building.
This survey shows nu radiation icvcis likely to cauce crposures in excess of
.NRC limit s. S evera l apnte in Aever pipes in the basc=cnt of the building
appear to contain radicactivity above NRC release criteria for unrestricted use.
Regier III is pursuing this cc:ter with Kerr McGec.

Ac c ding to Megion lii records the building involved was used by Kerr-McGee
and i:n p rcviens n-T.crr. nr. a sales of fice and research laboratory for thorium
anc ra o e.a rth che;-ic Ala . In 1974, it was released for unrestricted use und

.

cubnee nently sol c by Kerr-12: Gee.

Regier TTT is r.n t aware el =edia Iulerest ct Lhc present time but Kerr-McGee's
activi;ies in West Chicago. have hari considernble media attent. ion in the past.
ihe State of Til i nni n has been i nter=ec'.. Thin infor=ation is current as of
11:30 c.=., Nove=ber 28, 19/9. .
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