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PRELIMINARY NOTIFICATION
Date: November 28, 1979

PRELINIKARY ROTIFICATION OF EVERT OR UNUSUAL OCCURRERCE--PNO-III-79-44§

This prelizinary potification constitutes EARLY notice of events of POSSIRLE
safety or ic 1 i {icance. 7The information presented is as
initially received wi verification or evaluastion and is basically all
that is known by LE staff op this date.

FACILITY: Rerr-McCee Chemical Co. Y o & 21l
West Chicago, 1L ii 4’-
License Na, STA-S5813 UU“ i)iwuuh

SURTECT : REPORTED CONTAMINATION IN FORMEKLY OWNED HBULLDLING LN WEST CHLICACO

Regloe ITIT (Clhicago) was informed in a telephone call frozm the Mayor of West
Chicage Mday aflernocn, November 26, 19/9, that cthe owner of a building at
185 W. Waghingron Stree:z, West Chic.ago. had detected radioactivity in the
building. The building had been purchased scveral vcars carlier from Kerr-
wGee. On Tuesday, November 27, 1979, ¢ letter on the same matter was
received [roz the Statc of Illinois.

Cz Tyesday ultermvon, Noveaber 27, a supervisor from the Re,fﬂt TTT office
=ade 2 survey of the building and discussed his findings with thc owmer of the
buildizg aad the Mayor of West Chicago, who also had an office in the buildiug.
1hls survey shows oo zediatlion levels likely te cause exposures in excess of
NRC lizits. Several apnte iz mewar pipes in the bascment of the building

dappear to contalin radicaciiviey adove NRU release criteris for unrestricted use,
Regior IZI is pursuing this matter with Kerr Metee.

Acceraing to Xegion il records the building involved was used by Kerr=McGee
eang itz previcns awnmers an a sales office and research laburatory for thocium
anc rare earth chenicala. In 1974, it was released for unrestrictoed usce and

rubRecuently Rolc ny Kerr-zGee.

Reglorn 777 im mni aware cl media iulerest et the present time but Kerr=McGee's
activitlies i West (nicago have had considrrable media attention in the past,
‘he Stéte of Tilinnis has bheen intarmed. Thia information is curreat as of
11:30 s.=., November 28, 19/%, :
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