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Box 88-A, RD #1
Peach Bottom, PA

17563 +

November 18, 1979
,

Mr. Victor Gilinsky
Commissioner
U..S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

.

Washington, D. C. 20555 |
:

Dear Mr. Gilinsky,
}
r

I liked your letter to the editor of the New York Times
straightening them out on plutonium creation in nuclear plants.
But I am not writing just to tell you that.

The Nuclear Regulatory Commission is not helping its already
tarnished image by allowing a utility to perpetuate an application
to construct a theoretical plant which, if ever conceptualized;
might not even be of nuclear nature. And, by permitting your
staff to cooperate in this wild goose chase, you are needlessly
tampering with the rights of property owners in this area.

What I am talking about is the Philadelphia Electric Company's,
application for a construction permit for a plant in Fulton Town-
ship, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, originally docketed in'1973.
Subsequently, the plant was cancelled and in 1978 the NRC staff
moved to terminate the application. But PE, in an effort to preserve
its status, requested an Early Site Review. This, in itself, would
be an exercise in futility, as the site was exhaustively examined
at the time of the original application and nothing new has entered
the pictu.re, not even plans for another plant. In fact, as you will
note in the enclosed clipping, the utility admits it has no plans
and that it only latched onto the ESR request because it happened
to be available.

Not only' is the ESR revealed as a mere pretext but your staff,
from news reports, is in no position to give it their attention in
what appears to be the forseeable future. To add insult to injury,
if this completely unnecessary site evaluation were to be under-
taken at some distant point in time, the utility would then have,
believe it or not, another six years to make up its mind if it
wanted to build a plant or not.

I do not need to tell you that it is this sort of thing that
serves to reinforce the public's image of inefficiency and waste in
the administrative branches of the government. But even more
importantly it is creating and perpetuating a cloud over the titles
to land that would be subject to condemnation should such a plant
ever be built. While the PE application is allowed to continue,
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none of the affected property owners will be able to sell their land
for its true market value even assuming they could find a buyer.
And the way things are going, this situation could continue on into
the next century. Unless that is, your commission acts as I
believe it should, by ordering the PE application cancelled, the
ESR denied, and the utility instructed to reapply only when it has
specific plans for a plant. I hope that you will do so.

I am one of the property owners affected by the plant and I
speak for my neighbors as well as myself. We have tried to get
action on this through existing procedural channels but were met by,
I regret to say, the typical bureaucratic obfuscation that appears
to be associated with this type of action.

We are making, we feel, a very reasonable request and one that
is within the pwoers of your commission to grant. We ask that you
free us from this unjust threat to our property by rescinding the
utility's application.

e.8,incerely,
,

- In % 0:s; h R '; eD % -e

omas Spackman II#'
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