The SASSAFRAS AUDUBON SOCIETY
of LAWRENCE - GREENE - MONROE - BROWN -
MORGAN & OWEN COUNTIES

INDIANA

September 4, 1979

Mr, Hareld R, Dentorn, Directdst
Office of MNuclear Rexzctor Regulation
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 2058¢

Dear !Mr, Dentorns

With reference to your letter of August 15, 1979, we accepted your assertion that the
guspension of certaln construction activities at Mardle Hill by the 0ffice of Inspec-
tion and Enforcement (NRC) under the ORDER CONFIRMING SUSPINSION OF CONSTRUSTION,
while granting our petition of June 29, 1979, in one respect, did not automatically
entaltlish our right %c a2 Hearing under the Oxder itself.

Therefore, we have sent to Mr, Victor Stello, Jr., Director, Office of Inspection
and Enforcement (IT), a request for & Hearing presenting arguments to support the
contention that our interest, synonymous with that of the putlic health and safety,
would be affected were certain provisions of the Order sustained.

de included ir our Requect to Mr, Stello a list of questions corcerninz the Report
of the National Board of Boiler and Pressure Vessel Inspectors to the American S6-
ciety of Mechanizal Engineers (ASIT). This seemed a proper place to include thenx
and by so doins we consider our statement in the letter to you of July 27, 1979,

"ooove will file 2 detalled 1listing of concerns with the M22," 4o be fulfilled.
de should also like to add several items to the lict of those we submitted to you
on June 29, 1979 (Request to Suspend, page 2), stating that they Jjustified a Hearing

on Marble Hil1,

1) SITINZ GRITERIA

Iimestone water-bearins layers underly the Marble Fill site and the
entire regional area. The stratz are porous and faulied, Worlers on-
site, as well as observers in a helicopter above the site, have ob-
served what would appear to be "ground-water problems" at Marble Hill,

Mr. Charles Cutshall described in an affidavit an instance in which
water was leaking into a concrete structure for a long period of
time at a point where the wall joined the floor, As far as we know
this was not reported by an NRZ inspector, although an inspector was
present when the water was runnings through the siructure.

Southern Indiana has had heavy summer rains (1979) and the helicopter
was ascigned to assess the extent of the flood waters when certain ob-
gervations were made, ]595 2]3

The Advisory Committee on Reactor Safegumrds (NRC) was concerned with
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the issue of ground water as related to the siting of nuclsar re-
actors at their July 12, 1979 meeting, for the Three Mile Island
accident had made the idea of a meltdown going through the floor
of the containment building a definite possibility. The Advisory
Committee discussed steam explosions resulting fro: the core melt-
ng through the floor of a containment building and
table causing a burst of steam to throw radiocactive materials into
the atmosphere and acerbate the consequences of a Class 9 accident,
Advisory Comnittee members said that it would %e advisall, to re-
search the safety consequences of having moving ground water under
a nuclear plant, The potential consequerces of such an accident
on the Ohio River takes little imagination to visualize.

The burden of proof of demonstrating whether ground water probleams
do or do not exist at Marble Hill should not be on the public. A
hearing on safety protlems would, however, give the public the op-
portunity to railse this concern, learn what the facts of the situ-

atlion are, and determine whether 2 study is needed,

SITR BVANUATION

of I‘a.u

if,r" ’1'*n “hree ”i’e Isla

on Emergency

Ik

reconmends that a F
TY “? EVACUATION AT EACH
be made for Marhtl
of site evacuatior
on Marble Hill

e dtymimdd o ol

AND WHAT YTIT AR ™M ANST™

s\t

ationale for Marble Mill has always been based on

gro Wi rates ,\r t 1ture P’ ertris cons: "‘;“.i"'.
Awered +haltsr P - ~ s " 4 } ro 4o -+
22 wNel : ’ ! baal + L€ >y =

workdns

rate of electrical con
cost of construction of a nuclear plant
Regulatory Commission approved Marble
Jected cost of
likely to be
study of Tren

v
tates:

assach




-3

If Marble Hill is not needed, and pro
burden to the ratepayers, should

The Sassafras Audubon Soclety strongly protests the decision of the Nuclear Regu-
latory Commission to restrict a possibtle Hearing on the Marble Hill Project to the
. failure of PST to institute a quality assurance program for the construction of

Marbie Hill., The poor-quality econstruction of eritical buildinge has caused a po-
tentially dangerous situation, but the shortcutting of quality construction is symp-
tomatic of deeper 1lls which warrant a full-scale Hearing of public concerns. We
request the Atomie Safety and Licensing Appeal Board to hold a Hearing on whether
the construction license of Marble Hill should be revoked.

Sassafras Audu
10 0%clock Ridge Road
Nashville, Indiana 47448

ces: Marble Hill service list
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The SASSAFRAS AUDUBON SOCIETY
of LAWRENCE - GREENE - MONROE - BROWN .
MORGAN & OWEN COUNTIES

INDIANA

June 29, 1979

UNITED STATES QF AMERICA
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

TO: Harold R. Denton, Director
Office of luclear Reactor Regulation

RE: Public Service Indiana, Inec. )
(Marble Hill Nuclear Generating Stationm, ) Docket Nos. STX 50-546
Units 1 & 2 ) 50547

The Sassafras audubon Society petitions the Director of Muclear Reactor Regulation
pursuant to 10 CFR 2.206 of the Muclear Regulatory Commission's Begulations to
suspend and revoke the construction license for Marble Hill Nuclear Generating
Stetion, Units 1 & 2, and reopen safety hearings on said facility.

Mz jor envircmmertal, health, and safety concerms relative to the construction and
operation of Marble Hill have developed since issuasnce of the construction license.
These concerms have either not been addressed, or addressed superficially, at pre-
vious hearings, by the Final Envirommentel Impact Statement, the Preliminary Safa-
ty analysis Report, the Invirommental Report-Operating License Stage, arnc the
Fizal Sefety analysis Report.

According %o tiae decisinn of the U.S. Court of appeals, District of Columbia,
regarding section 126(2) of the atomic Znergy act and section 50.10C of 10 CFR

in Pt, Pierce Utilities v. United States of America and the Muclear Regulatory
Commission, newly revealed envirommerttal, health, and safety problems constitute
valid grounds £or a post-constriction licensing review "under evolving licensing
standards, rathier than under the standards applicable when the license was issued",
and for asking the luclear Regulatory Commission to suspend and revoke a construc-
tion permis. ]5(’75 2]6
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