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* June 6, 1979

The Honorable Joseph M. Hendrie, Chairman
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555

.C a 2"
Dear Mr. Chairman:

We write in response to a letter dated May 29, 1979 from
R. H. Beaton, General Electric Company (GE) to you, indicating
GE's displeasure that NRC staff has not completed its safety
evaluation report on the General Electric Test Reactor (GETR) .
Friends of the Earth is an intervenor in the GETR proceedings
(NRC Docket Nos. 50-70, 70-754).

In light of GE's behavior to date in this case, GE's
complaints are outrageous. GE refused for some time to dig
the trenches suggested by the NRC and United States Geological
Survey (USGS) geologists studying the GETR site. GF instead
produced a geologic report on the GETR which claimed that the
earthquake fault near which the GETR sits does not exist. This

report was thoroughly discredited by USGS; a news account is
attached for your information.

The delayed trenching confirmed the existence of the
fault, indeed, some geologists at the trenches suggested the
earthquake fault features revealed in the trenches were " classic",
and should be photographed and included in geology textbooks.
The *renches also uncovered a second earthquake fault near the
GETR. The difficulty of writing the safety evaluation report,
which must be in effect a detailed prediction of the damage done
to the GETR by a major earthquake, is not hard to understand in
light of the enormous complexity of the seismic situation
revealed by the trenches.

We note also that during the course of the GETR case, it was
publicly revealed that GE had produced groundwater radioactivity
readings near the GETR only from points upstream from where GE
dumps its radioactive waste water. When the downstream ground-
water was checked by James Levine of the California Regional
Water Quality Control Board, samples were found to be contaminated
with radioactive tritium far above the federal drinking water
s*andard of 20,000 picoeuries per liter.

In light of these disclosures, NRC staff may be treating
all of GE's information about the GETR, correctly, as hopelessly
unreliable. This may account for the difficulty of preparing
the safety evaluation report.
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The Honoratle Jose?h M. Hendrie, Chairman
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

We trust, Mr. Chairman, that you will not pressure
the NRC staff, as suggested by GE, to rush to judgment
about the GETR. The futures of many thousands of people
in the San Francisco Bay Area could be compromised by such
an unconsidered NRC staff report.

Respectfully,

,b , Q h ,
40

W. Andrew Baldwin
Legal Director
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