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Jear Mr. Mattimoe:

E: RANCHO SECO NUCLEAR GENERATING STATION

Tstter dated July 18, 1879, you submitted 2 propesad inservice inspection
testing >rogram descript on and a request for relief from selectea ASME
raquirenents pursuant to 10 CFR 50.55a(g). Although we have not com-

3¢ cur catailed review of your submittal, our :*el1ﬂ1nary raview makes

r %0 us that your preposed ,rogram to impiement those ASME Code reguire-

1%3 that you have found to be gractical would incre2se the scope of inservice
caction aad tesc*ng for your facility beyond that currently regquired by your

--1-a1 Scaci 1ca ions. We have conciuced that this uograding of your

ervice irsgecticon and testing program wiil further enhance safety.
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Zased on our preliminary review, we agree with your determination that it
is ixpractical within the limitations of design, geometry and materials of
ccnstructicon of components, for you to meet certain of the specified ASME
<c3de recuirements and that impeosition of those requirements wculd resuyls ¢
narcships or unusual gifficuities without a compensating increase in the
ievel of quaiizy or safety. Therefore, pursuant to 10 CFR 50.353a(g)(6)(i),
~e rarely grant relief, on an interim basis, pending completion of ocur
1€zzil 2 rev‘ew. from thcse inservice inspection ana testing requirements
2f the ASME (cde that you have requested as modified by NRC staff comments
cn your propssal made during the working session held wi;w your staff on
Jctcser 2 and 4, 1373, Moreover, since the scope of the inservice 'nsaect1cn
angd testing wi?a be increased by your propesad srogram, and the granting of
this relief is based on1y an the ‘mpract 1caT.ty of selected ASME Code
rzzuirements, we have determined that the relief zrintad seither increases
tt2 probadbility or consequences of accidents praviously considered nor

tecraases savely margins and that, therefore, it dces not involive a signifi-
cint hazards consideration. Therefore, you are autacrized to, and should

sr3cze to, imslement your proposzc program as moaified by NRC staff comment

=322 curing the working sessicn (except where your currans Technical <peC"°ca.1or-

-

ir3 rore restrictive)
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dithin 30 days of recaipt of this letter, ycu sh:iuid susmit t9 the NRC
documentation of the medifications you will De ir=lamsnting with your
sroposed program based on the comments received from the staff during
the working session on October 3 and 4, 1979.

Ouring the pericd between the date that the requirsmsntis i

secome effective for your facility and the date we cimplats 2

review of your submittal you must comply with 5¢th vecur existing Technical
Sgcecifications and your proposed inservice inspecticon 2nd testing program.

In the event conflicting requirements arise for some comsenents, you m 3t
compiy with the more restrictive requirements (e.3., sncrter inspection
intarvals, increased number of parameters measursd). I[n other words, the
granting of this relief from ASME Code requiremests thould nct Se interpreted
%0 give you relief “rom any of the requirements in ycur sxisting Technical
Specifications.

when our detailed review of your July 18, 1379 sipmittal is complete, we

will: (1) issue final approval of your program 'which =ay contain modifica-
tions resyiting from the staff's final review), .2) crar: reiief from any

ASME Code requirements that are determined to be impractical for your facility
for the duration of the inspection interval and [3) issu2 ascropriate changes
to your Technical Specifications.

A copy of the Federal Register Notice related tc this action is enclosed.

Sincerely,

o L orer 1
Robert W. R:id, Chief

Operating Rszactors 3ranch #4
Divisicn of Ccerating Reactors

Enclosure:
Federa] Register Notice

cz: w/enclosure
See next page
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w/enclosure(s):

:id S. Kaplan, Secretary and
seneral Counsel
.C1 S Street

-, 0. :ux ] 3;0
“:cramento, Califormia 925813

.icramento County
zoard of Suypervisors

227 7th Street, Room 424
‘acramento, California 95814

zysiness and Municipal Department
sacramento City-County Library
228 | Street

sacramento, Califormia 95814

cirector, Technical Assessment
Jivisien

Cffice of Radiation Programs
Al-453)

- S. Znvironmental Protection Agency
Crystal Mall #2

*}1nqton. Virginia 20460

J. S. Environmental Protection Agency
Region [X Qffice

TTN: EIS COORDINATOR

Framont Street

Francisco, California 94111

b

3an

. =icert B. Borsum
2ahcozk & Wilcox

.zlz2r 2cwer Generation Division
“utte 420, 7735 01d Georgetown Road
.2thesda, Mar:'land 20014

t M. 8rown, ZIs5q.
--u"27¢2 J0e Lanpher, £sq.
-, -sristopher and Phillips, P. C.
iy W S W
ghi :an 0. C. 20036

w

Christopher =11ison. £sq.
Oian Grueuich, Esa,
California Energy Commission

1111 Howe Avenue
Sacramen%o, California 25825

Ms. £leanor Schwartz

California State Office

600 Pennsylvania Avenue, S.E., Rm. 201
Washington, D.C. 20003 -

Docketing and Service Sectic
Office of the Secretary
U. S. Nuclear Regula<ory Conm1ssxon

Washington, 0.C. 20355

w chael L. Glaser, £sq.
1150 17th Street, N.W.
aash1ngtan, 0.C. 20036

Or. Richard F. Cole

Atomic Safety and Licensing 3oard
Panel

U. S. Nuclear Regu’itory Commission

Washington, 0.C. 20833

Mr. Frederick J. Shen

Atomi: Safety and Licensing 3oard
Pane .

U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

washington, 0.C. 20555

Timothy V. A. Dillen, Esg.
Suite 380

1850 K Street, N.W.
washingten, 0.C. 20006

James S. Reed, £sq.

michael H. Remy, Esq.

Re‘d Samuel & Remy

717 K Street, Suite 405
Sacramento, California 35814

Mr. Michael R. Zaton

Energy Issues Cocrdinator
Sierra Club Legislative Office
1107 9th 5t., Reom 1020
Sacramento, CA 35314




Sacramen’ Municipal Utility
District

cc w/enclosure(s):

Atomic Safety arJ Licensing Board
Panel

U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Washington, D.C. 20555

Atomic Safety and~Licensing Appeal
8card Panel

U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Washington, D.C. 208535

Mr. Richard D. Castro
2231 K Street
Sacramento, Cal‘“arnia 95814

Mr. Gary Hursh, Esq.

520 Capital Mall

Suite 700

Sacramento, California 95814

California Department of Health

ATTN: Chief, Environmental
Radiation Control Unit

Radiological Health Section

714 P Street, Room 498

Sacramento, California 95314
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