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"rs. June T. Didas
9303 Flcwer Avenue
Silver Spring, !<D 20901

Dear Mrs. Didas:

This is in reply to your letter of April 10, 1979, to Chairman Hendrie about
birth defects from radioactive fallout. I am sorry for the delay in replying
but we have been very busy with the aftemath of the Three Mile Island accident.

Enclosed for your information is a report i;UREG-0553 on " Population Dase and
2alth Impact of the Acciden: at the Three Mile Island Nuclear Station" prepared'2

by technical staff members of the "uclear Regulatory Comaission, the Department
of usalth, Education and !elfare, and the Environmental Protection Agency and
pubi t s .ed i n "ay 1979. A section on "3enetic Effects" starts on page 51.w

In t!3 table cn page 61 of tha report, it is estimated that, of the 73,000
p::pl3 t.ho uculd normally show genetic effects in the first generation, iess
than 1,0C0 would be fron natural backcround radiation and that no nore than cne
3:liti:nal case uculd result as a potential lifetine ir:act af the pcpu'ation
fosa frca the TMI accident from '1 arch 23 through A;:ril 7, 1979. For all future
; . .arStions, no r:0re than five additional cases would result from the TMI
accident. The results cay be nuch 1cwar as indicated by the rance of values
gi can in the table.

a. ;reciate your concerns but believe that the genatic effects of the T'il:2 :

accident were not significant. We are making every effort to prevent such
accidents from occurring in the future.

Si nce rely,

|()b' ~ei

Harold P.. D :.tcn, Ciractor
Office of Lcicar '.eactcr Regulation
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