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Environmental Impact Statement
on Urariunm [1illing Regulations

October 19, 1979
P vIT Nt e Albuquerque, New Mexico
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My name is Joan Price. I am here as director of Colorado Plateau

Project - a non-profit educational organizition constituent to Taos Learn-
in Certers, Arroyo Hondc, New Mexico. Colorado Plateau Proiect is dedi-
cated to bringing about public awareness of natura! forces of the (olorade
Plateau in terms of high frequency of lighzning activity and thunderstorm
formation, and to identify the Colorado Flateau withia a global and regicnal
pattern of atmospheric elec.: .city that is maintained by thundercloud forma-
tion.

Within this particular audience it is common knowledge that the Colo~-
rado Plateau registers more than twice the continental average in natural
background radiation and that this is ionizing radiaticn. That is to
say that this radiation is creating positive and negative ions in the
atmosphere. Of coarse, of coarse you may be saying - we have spent hours
and days discussing ionization. However, I have not heard one sincle
reference and have read not ons single statement 11. the dralft GLis apout
the role OL lonjzation in thundercloud formation, lichtnir activity or
a gilobal system maintained by this process or the envirconmental impacts
On regional moisture cycles in location Of radiocactive Mills OFf tuilindgs.

Lightning strikes concentrate on the high mountain peaks surrounding
the Colorado Plateau. According to E.V. Komarek, Schultz Pass on San
Francisco Peaks in Arizona register "the highest incidence of lightning
in North America." (1) Dr. H. Kasemir of the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration, 1976, stated toc me by telephone that the
Front Range of the Colorado Rockies bordering the Northeast perineter of
the Colorado Plateau supported the highest number of lightning strikec on
the North American continent. And Dr. C. Hyder of NASA, 1976, in a tele-
phone iaterview stated that southwest Soccorro, New Mexico supported the
most thunderstorm formation. Seemingly contradictory separately but when
taken all together, these statements clearly correlate to the volcanic
perimeter of the Plateau illustrated in a tectonic map published by the
American Association of Petroleau Geologists. (2)

Frequency of lightning does correlate with positive/negative ion
levels. Charles Wallach, consultant to the U.S. Dept. of Defense and
Federal Drug Administration, and President of the Internaticnal Bio-
Environmental Foundation in Silver Sprinc, Md., stated in a telephone
interview that there is a definite correlation between ion levels and
lightning activity, that there is "an enormous downpouring of pos-icns
days to hours before storm-cells, voltage gradient increasing dramatically
resulting in spark triggering lightning."

In a telephone interview with Dr. C. Hyder, mentioned previcusly,
he also equated lightning to ions in motion to neutralize atmecapheric
electric fields.

Both statements express commonly held understanding in climatology
about ion fields and lightning activity, that can be found in any popular
or professional literature.

Thus, the basis for the relationship of ions and lightning activity
has been established. It is a researched and scientifically established
fact that alteration of the landscape can alter microclimatic patterns
including lightning and thunderstorm location.

Dr. H. Landsberg, Meteorclogist at the University of Maryland, a
specialist in the area of area of inadverten® weather modification from
urbanization, researched and documented permanent changes of thundercloud
formation and storm frequency with the increasing urbanization of St.

Louis, Missouzi. (3)

Use of timbering techniques and lightning suppression techniques to
control forest fires were considered in 1969 at tae Arizona Academy of
of Science, Tuscon, Arizona. (4)

Problems of inadvertent change were dealt with at length in a 1970
conference near Staockholm, Sweden, sponsorad by the Massachusetts Insti-
tute of Technology. It has resulted in the paperback publication
"Inadvertent Climate Modification." (MIT Press)
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Furt ~ references are pruvided by the Weather Modification Advisory
Boar Final Report, June 1978 Chapter 4 - Unintended Weather Modifi-
cati and Chapter 8 - Environmental Balanca(5).

In the field pattern of the global electrical circuit that is mainly
established by thunderstorms, as much as 20% of the global current may
stream toward high mountain peakes. This current, supplied in part by
natural background radietion, is channeled by mountains and thundercloud

ion movements into the magnetosphere which is also highly ionized. This
circuit is then completed or returned to the earth in fair weather areas,
generally broad flat lands. (6)

The Colorado Plateau is surrounded by the highest number of high
peaks on our continent outside of Alaska and carries currents supplied
by ionizatior at over twice “he contenental average. Though simplified,
I hope I have expressed the role this area fullfills in regional and
global atmospheric alectric systems.

T would like to read some guestions and answers from an interview
I held with Dr. R. Roble, who is employad by National Center for Atmo=
spheric Research in Boulder, Colorado.

Price. There is a uranium belt coming down through the Front Range and as
they mine it, they will be releasing a lot of ionizling particles. Thecre-
tically, could this have an effect?

Roble. The conductivity over tne surface of the ground is greater over
land because of radiocactive decay than it is over the ocean, so if, now,
they start releasing mcre over the land {:t will increase that conducti-
vity and perturb the electrical circuit in some way.

Price. In urder to maintain an overall circuit all the time it might
affect thunderstorm activity somewhere else?

Roble. If you change resistences here in this part of the global circuit =~
if you increase the resistence then the currents may have to flow in a
different part and change the voltage between the earth and the ionosphere.
If you decr_ase conductivity here...you might by all these perturba-
tions change where these currents are flowing and you might change the
electric fields a small amount. It is not clear how thesc small changes

in the :tmospheric cirsuit coup:e into the cloud micro-physics which is

the real keytto any understanding of these processes.

I hope that with this short introduction to natural forces intrinsic
to the Colorado Plateau, you will understand the opportunity that tha NRC
has to assess environmental impacts with more comprehensive and effective
data in order to fullfill its function in protection of public welfare
~~hich is dependent on moisture cycles. The NRC will also avoid unintended
weather aocdification which in the words of the Report to the Secretary of
Commerce from the Weather Modification Advisory Board in 1978 is a critical
problem:

"Unintended weather modification" is the term applied to weather
changes resulting from man's actions that were not taken with a
view to altering the weather. Such modification can occur over areas
ranging from one up to thousands of square miles and can last from
minutes to days.

...we believe an integral part of atmospheric modification is
that occurring unintentienally as a result of man's land use changes
.+.(and) clearly modify tne weather, often dramatically, on local
and regional scales.

These unintentional effects are so impmortant and pervasive that

an analysis of their scale and nature, and their policy implications,
is essertial to judgments about 2 naticnal policy and prog:iam for the
management of weather." (7).

In terms of the Technical Criteria, page 50020, Federal Register,
vol. 44, No. 166, I would like to offer some sug.cstions to you on how
your draft GEIS can be a truely comprehensive use of tax monies.

First 0f all, I would commend any direction on the Lart of the NRC
towards a very conservative set »f standards for regulation of uranium
mining, milling and reclamation. The issue I am raising today hag never
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been addressed before and as research about natural forces continues will
most assuredly ast ba the last. Only an extremely conservative set of
standards anticipate a continued expansion of scientific knowledge and
public education and awareness. Only an extremely ~=onservative set of
standards control an iandustry that fears this very same advance in knowledge
asout natural forces :hat increase vranium industry cocts of mining, milling
and reclamation and results in less profit to them.

Criterion 1. Your definition of remote sites is inadequate at this time.
High mountain peaks carrying 20% of the global electric current are aften
remote from human populaticn yet craitical in the model. Tocation of radio-
artive waste sites without regard for these and other orographic features
displays negligence on part o° NRC in considering unintended icuizing
ffects ~n conduct ivity in thunderstorm buildup or decay that could result
in intense flo_3ding, tornadoes or droughts and dusting beyond present
calculated expectations.

The NRC will have to take into account the relationship of a remote
site to other atmospherically related sices. For example, 300 tons of
daily particulate matter drifts from a Utah International power plant in
northeast New Mexico redusiny conductivicy and would need to be taken into
acount sould a remote ('te be located within the plume trail. Urbanization
and dams are other perturbations that alter conductivity and natural pro-
cecses, cnanging what Dr, Roble terms stress on orographic features,

Criterion 2. At the present time, your definiticn of natural forces, dis-
ruption and dispersion can be greatly expanded and much more inclusive.
The regional and global model oi h’gh mountain peaks and broad flat plains
is clearly a model of dispers.or of ground-level radio-activity that cou-
ples into cloud micro-physics, moisture cycles

and thundercloud formation. This has not been addressed in any way. In
additlion, disruption of ihe inter-relationship of this system has not

been revicwed in any way.

Criterion 4. The NRC conception of abeve ground disposal is inadequate.
In addition to effects that the draft GEIS does not address that I have
already introduced, vegatative cover or riprap must be considered in the
atmmospheric electric current model because:

"The electric charge (of negative ions) released from the ground

by point or corona discharge from pine trees, bushes and grasses
underneath a thunderstorm plays a dominent role in the transfer of
charge between the earth and thunderstorms."(8)

This must be considered in reclamation in addition tc wind and water 2ro-
sion in order to avoid inadvertant changes in ion current flows.

Criterion 8. Control of airborn effluents generated by the milling and
transportation process2s is inadequate as they stand. Airborn effluents

or aerosols as they are term d in electro-dynamics create a measureable
perturbation of atmospheric electric current systems by reducing mobility
of ions{9)This should be incorporated into environmental impacts considered
in the Final Impact Statement.

Finally, it is extremely important that the issue of jurisdiction of
Native American lands is clarified as soon as possible. Uranium mines
and tailing sites constitute over half the locations within the glor-l
electro-dynamics with essentially no public input or influence. Eve.yday
that passes without attention to this is a day in which pressure from the
uranium industry,bears on indigencus peoples whose culture and traditoon
is daily disrupted by highly sophisticated tactics often totally unaccept-
able when brought to light in a court of law. Please find enclosed Appen-
dix A - ‘Eneray Crisws Within ene NVavdhe Vstion) parts =, € M and I, by Winens L3

Duke W v l.ﬂ Uwv Mexio Prme T\mc.g be hopeens ﬁg‘.-i{‘ Q79 and Jan 22 147,
and Appendix B (.G, Colomahsm and #he Hopi Vation,” regort svem Tndign Law Rescurce

M Qkwesasne \ores mq2 P13 = P.17.

as part of Lhis submittal to clarify this urgent situation. in which tradi-
tional representatives have not fully participated in public process. It
they had had that opportunity, this issue of thundercloud formation would
have been addressed years ago.

My experience is that only traditional spiritual elders of the Native
Americans have raised and consistently roted this issue of disruption of
thundercloud formation over mountains. hey call these mouncains "sacred”
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and to be the spine or backbone of our continent, in other words, the

underlying structure to a body of natural forces. This has an accuracy

i within the regional and glcbal model of atmospheric electricity and con-

| sidering the moisture cycle essential here in the arid Southwest to out
collective life and sense-of-well-being, I commend the indigenous religion
of this ~ontinent in their early and continued reference in public hearings
of all types to this crucial issue. I hope that our ways of knowledge come

! into phase with theirs as quickly as possible for all life, not just

human life but plants, animals and even the tiny insects and reptiles.

The National Environmental Policy Act requires investigation of all
| significant impacts. Alteration of weather patterns, with related effects
' appear to be well enough established in scientific research to
qualify as a significant impact requiring research before the GEIS is
adeguate.

Additionally NEPA requires review by all interested Federal Agencies,
National Center for Atmospheric Research conducts research in atmospheric
and climatological change in the regicn. Review of climate impacts shculd
be undertaken by NCAR before the GEIS is adequate.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Joan Price/Director

3220 Bonne Vista

Colorado Springs, Colo. 80906
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' APPLNDIX B

S. COLONIALISM AND
E HOP!I NATION

PART ONE: A History of Dishonor
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The first serous ihreat by outsaders wekng 0
Jominate and subjueate the Hupis was presented i the
early sivteenth century by the Spannh. The srval of
Coronado i 1540 signaied 1he beginnng ol 140 vears of
Spansh colonwal ruie The Spamsh Srancscan musions
which were established m Mopr country n the carly
seventeenth century uperated under the same brutal and
repressive  policies as those which cnaracten/ed ‘he
Spansh Inguisttion dgansi the Muslems and Jows ol
Spain. The Spanush authorinies sought (o suppress Hom
religion and culture

The Spanish losi their cotonal hold on the Hops
when the Hopss joned the Puchin Rovolt of 1680 snd
drove the Spanish regime Back wie Mexko In e
1690s. the Spamsh conewed thewr cllont io estabiish
dominion over the Hopis and other Pucbios throuca the
efforis of conquistador Don Drego de Vaigza Do Vargss
together  with  other and s
successfuily reassrted the authongy of

SONGUII G

Church W much of the rerfiloy
Vargas was prunaiiy 3 auditary loauer but
authority of Spain was tigitly fuwd with the 1chgms
authory of the Cahoii Church 3t thas penod

Spanish hisiory. This urion of anbitery and rehgous o

-
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suthusity 18 dewonstrated e 3 wrilien  plcs 1o
additional (roups which de Vargas made 10 his supeins
i 1693 “You nught as weil try to cuavent Jews wuhwout
e Inguation a8 indians  without Suldiers.” Raw
mulitary power would be needed and used 10 gunvert the
Pucbiv (ndigns o Cathobs colonial subwis.

The Hopis were the most successiul o ihe Pughlos in
resistirg the return of Spanish Cathotic rule. They
managed o anian iheir raditiongl culture, religon
and government through the following cenlury duiwg
which the Spansh asserted domimon vver miuch of the
surroanding lerritury of New Mexwo Catholie missions

* and schools were neser agan buit in Hopi couniry n
1700. when the dugr village ul Awatudr permitted the
return of Cathuolicism, i was sacked by the wiher Hom
villages. The Hopi would not alow ihe “slave church™
back intu thewr country. (Al about tus sme ime
history, the Hopis mvied the Tewa Indians, who were
Neeing (rom Spamish oppression slung the Rio ‘stande,
to live on First Mesa in Hopi country ) Despite
continuing pressures fur cunveision and  wccasional
depredations oy (e Spamsh imilitary, the Hopi peuple
held fast to their relon, culture, and soversignty

Hopt land righis Juvng this early culumal ¢ra were
never senuvusly 'hredic sy snce Soan acknuwiedged
Puebio Indian land rights aad ecognieed the ntle which
the Hopis and uther Puenio Indiany nad in thew lands
Netiher did 'he transter of Euiopean clamis 1o the
tennory of New Meaico from Spam o Mexiwu i the
early minetcenth centuty puse 3 thieat to the tiile which
the Hupis held to ther land The tieaty belween Span
and Mexio respecied the property oghts of all the
Pueblo Indiants mcluding the Hups

Likewrse. there was no unmediate repercussion n
Hopy country when the Ruropcan colomal claims o the
ternitory passcd from Meweh to the United States
pursuant to tne Ticaty of Cuadainpe Hidalyu (7 Sta
033 [184%) ) whih ended the Mexican War o I8N
Thus ety alse suarantecd Hopr land cfts From 1he
beginming of ity sawried jurisdicnen over the 1R
the United States was iogalls houry By the eneags RIC TN

s the Treats ot Luadaupe Midaigy 1o resdest 404
protect the nighis ol 1he Hops Ingians 1o ther fand

Aiter the 1848 Trouny ot Guaudlupe thdglgn. there
®3y fu mcudle snemm My the Cored Staies o
wmteticre with ihe ndependence whh the ilop people
had emwved wie the Puebio Resalr of 16A0 Not annil
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the 1860s s 1870s dud the 1irst sgems of the Burelw
of Dndian AMrans (BLN) begm 10 work i carnest i o
countiy B owas only e thy e Hhpt peuple were
subwected 10 ettonts of the United Staies Lo e
Mo swilgovermment. From thas (e o ihe e
e Unued States govenment bay c3ind on 3
aalengtiy canpaen e P Phore ot rehigon
and 1 sdtsvatal suthony . s had i Spamsh hetore

0 o ivesl gl ann resasst T T ot the Lnied
States govermment woudd pross o e even e callous
and ruthicss than that ot the Spanish and Mexwans, for
the United States would By the Tt cvivmal power (o
theeaten the nghts 1 the Hopm 10 the land winch had
Been thewrs for over 3 thousemd years This thear fsi
bocame cheat i the 18408 and 18508 when the United
Sigtes authorzed 3 massive i asiun by ity citizens of the
Indian countiy west of tie Mississippr River. Adles the
discovery of Western gold and eride sl the United
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States government deciared that it was God's will,
Muniiest Destiny. that vutually i lunds ane natural
resvutces from the Atlant 1o the Paatic be tahen for
s white citizens and ingurpurated im0 the Unied
States

The Hopis were not spaed the pressures which thew
white setriers and prospectors created on ol Indin
lands. Mormun settiers and other whites moved onto
tand which for centuries had Sionged to the Hops.
Friction deveioped Between ihese newgomers Jnd the
Mopis a5 some of the best Hog farmiands were
sppropriated by the whies The BEA agunis heaame
concerned that the white intrusion mighi cause Houbic
that the Hopis might be “doven 10 the wail.”

Tius dwect whie  thicat  tu Nopi  lands  was
compounded by Navaju relations with the Unied States.
While [lupi resistance 1o white ntrusion was generally
passive, their neighbors 1o the Last. the Navagjos, resisted
the exnansion of the Unied States with militaiy lone.
To terminate this Navao resistance, Gueneral Jumey
Carleron, Kit Carson, and the U S. Cavalry began in the
1860s & military campeign which resulted w the caprure
of abuut et thousend Navajos whu were marched to 3
concentration camp nesr Furt Sumner. New Mexico
Here the survivors of the *Lung Walk™ were conlined fur
hout tour yews, However, thuusands ol Navawy
avoided cupture and ntgrmnent by dispcrsing ‘v lands
turther west, toward Hopr country Thus, 48 3 diect
rosult of the mlitary campaign, there was 3 diamatic
nereese 0 the namber ni Naveios @ snd srvand Hop
Ctunley

When the supusoncd Savans were tinglly relcad
INAR. they were fett by thy Eotted States v @ stare ol

They waore gwen veiv two shee P rer nesun
ot Wby e seppont therseives and reconstrug? thee
+

eanon’s counwg Bew The ol Zovermment-aoproeed

He penrty

and hotding Tor Ihem wes 3 St ntertiic renItivn
stahlniicd by Laecutise Deger ot
Almust mgrouibly . he Navatus survives this
sl and Lapwiily CICWw N nueD e

The mnlitary  campaign

k4 noehean
\iwning
thew

aranst the Nevaos

)

~
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JrUWIng MOVEIWIT A Csiwand o Hops «ounirs . theut
G CCOnMN, L OnUITION Upon reledse Trem wonline ment
d ther espanding  populstion  moreased  fensions
metween Homs and Savaos. Thewe problems were
sggravared by the fact that the Hopis were pomaniy
pamers ahio cultivated “w sod while the Navajus were
pranandy herdsmen whose sheen were prospenng. There
Mas e compelit om Lmong  them  over lisnted
grossiands amd wate supplics. 18 there was amont
aowdadan duwt-iamers and anchers throughout the
West

Despite  these pressures and  strans. relations
between (he Hopis and Navajos appear (0 have been
gencrally  frendly, characterized by both social
itereouise and commercial trade  An |884 repont by
the BIA Hopi Agent points vut some of the eiements of
competion and couperation wiich existed between
these two Indan peopies at that Lime:

Quite [requently  trifling quarrels arse between
members of the two ribes. these are usually caused by
carciess ierding of the young Navaics, who diiow thee
herds 10 overrun these outiving Moki | Hopt/ cardens..
Tie best of guod feelin s generaily exists between these
mibes. they constently mungle together at Jesivals,
dances, & | The ilopy bartcrs his surpins melons and
poaciers with Ins old pastoral neighbors [or thew
L TR

Although traditional Hopt leaders uceasionally calied
upon the BIA 1o assume somie responsibiity for the
growing Navaw presence i Hopi country, they were
most omediatchy goncermed ahout the incicasing white
setiloments on prane Hopt tamland and the inaweasing
micicrenee o the Umited States government i Hopi

taus

THE ENECUTIVE ORDER HOP! RESCRVATION CF
INN2

In DRE2 the President of thie United States designated
by Usecutive Onder a rewevanon for the “use ad
menapancy of the Mo [Hop] and ather such Indigns
o the Scaictary of the Tntenor may wee 1L 1o seitie
teon © This onder witluliew Trom white setilement
and sale g ectanentgr-shaned reservation, shout 70 mides

- = Jong and 55 gmies wide, within the boundanes o the

Prescont staty of Arizona. B hgs et
LA lopn and 00 Navgjos lived within  the
bonndars of the Hopr Rescrwaimun when it was
osigblnhied 0 INB2. My castern boundary was the
wosiorn houmdiary of the Navawo reservation as it had
been extended by Lxecunive Onders of 1878 snd 1880 1o
aceommodaie Novao expansion. The Executive Order
creating the 1XR2 Hop Reservation is the st of many
fuws whogh the United Stares would make over the next
wenliny o cgulaie and imeriere with the alfaus of the
Hopy people sud then land

Althongh there are those win argue that the 1882
Hom Rescrvation was vosted 1o resulve HopsNavaw
dispuics thas argument dins net hold up when the
historal Tacts e cxammed. Historicd  Jocunents
demonsirate that the 1582 Hopr Reservation was created
at the wigmg of BIA officels who needed (o have the
a1ea decdored @ tommgl rescvation i order 16 give them
legal authonty uver whites who were moving 1m0 the
ared and iptetcomg with BIA programs -

In the i87Ms the BIA ticld vifice respunsiblc for Hopt
sttans begame increasingly concerncd By the fact ihat
Monmon witlers were moving onto some of the best
Hopt tanm land 1o the south and west of the pancpic
Hop villages. This concem s expressed in 3 report by
BIA Agent WB Tiwex in o letter he wnt to the
Commupassoner of Indian Affars on Scptember 15 15876

stungted that

hd
2 The Marmens are aivr oncroachang upon them | the

Hoapeg o e West and Sourh West About five hundred
o them have wetled not Jar [rem the lgnds clgimed by
the Mogaes [ Heovn] & they are @ peaceahie, moffoisve
nhe o) indigms. thewr rights
LA TT LAY

will be nvadey with
andess prosected Sy an dgent They would
soon drmve thew [ndigns 1o the Wail

I = | =]
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report o Murmen  engroachment was
aritten b BIA Agemt Willaum R Mateer to the
Commussioner of Indian Aifaws on May 1. 1879, His
report asked Of INIOIMINON Jouut legal authonty 10
take 3ction 1o conirol this wiule intrusion.

Another

2 Tubce. Jommeriv g chief of the Oraibi Viligee,
[ Teaditionai Hopt leaders diseeree with the .ugeestion
that “Twice’ was a former cmef of Oraide The
encrouchment of Mommen settiers on Hopt lands 8
however estabinied hoiomcsl jact] i here od
compigans g e Mormiong Jre Mg upon e
farming lands an Moen happi and interferng with (liew
planting ile staicr riar nis Yarher pignred there when
wnt @ pov as well a3 many other Qraibwes and thae it 8
rheir eround. Ar Muengy e eigint nuicsahore, the same
Canvon thev haed another place of planung where [hey
lived durwte tie suvemee A Jew vears ago Jocd Himin
one of the Momwon Apustles, came wn there and ushed
permission (v plant nat wawn ard waicr ns stock
which was erented In the spring when the iuigns
remimied ‘0 plant, as usual, they found other Viormone
vt postession amd when thev arrempred 10 po o ok
the Mormons and, oh no! a¢ have Dewgnt hs risce
Jrom Alr Hamim and o can'r plang wcre.,. | wonsd
respec:iuily nquire whether theee 13 not wme law b

which the [ndiuns can be petected in ther nghis (0

which they huve Suitivated [0F & CONTUrY OF more L

The Commusoner of Indan Alfsus wrote back to
Agent Myteer on August 14 INT9 In hus letier Je
outined the gnvernment’s view ol che telgvant Unsted
States law: Since the Hopis had no recopmised lecul
< rights 10 thewr land under United Seates law thew lands
had the le;a status of “pupiic lands.” The Indian Agent
had nu legal authonity 1o control arrest, or ¢vict whites
found un thewe “pubiic lands” unless and until the lands
were desipnated a5 Indian resen cnon I3nds pursuant to
United Stares law'

As the Mogu [ Hopd indigns occupy the public nds
without anv guthorty of Gw rthe provisions of the
starutes enacted by Congress [or the protecnon of
Indars in thew nccupancy of Gnds withn g reservanon,
annoi be invoked o proteci the Mogus, and remove
and punish whire settiery

m‘.ﬂ oniy them el s afier maving 3wreed to protect
Moot lapss a the Trasey of Coalalupe Hidslgn he
Uasted Stanes povamment tova the sowlion that it coud
ot control 1y own citzens whe aeve 2hunng Hop land
rights hecause 1hose nhts were nut protected by law' It
need not He emphaszed that treaties have 3iways deen
the supreme ‘aw of the land under the United States
Constitution

It is also clearly implicst that the United States
ameried adsulute pohtgal sovererznty over the entire
area ceded by Mevico ' the Treaty of Guauslupe
Hidalgo ™e  lmted  Snates  asertod  fenerd
governmenial Juthonty aver the (ermtory, though tae
Hopi pecpie had not amented to that authority nor

ceded any of thewr own governmental authonty Sv
treaty of otherwise Thus. 1he asrtes legai authonty of
the United States over the Hop: terniory was 3 oase
arrogation  of  power, unsupported by any legal
ment, 1eeaty, or other Juthorty
J'!T'I"mc weie o:ha whites besides the Monmon seitlers
who were vening the BIA Agents in Hopi country. A few
whites were lving among the Hops and supporting Hop
pposit 10 gover programs. One ol these
programs to whicii many Hopis were openly hostie was
3 program (o ihe educstion of Hopi chddren in
boarding schiovls which .ere 10 be found as far away as
Albuguergue, over 175 mules from the nearest tiopt
village
In 2 lettér written oy BIA Agent JLH Fleming cn
Novembper 11, 1882 un urgent ples was made for
suthonity 10 evit the whiies who were sabotagig the
BIA's proprams. The whiies he spectiically named were
Dr. J. Sullvan ad ES Merntt. Accordng to Agent
Fleming's lettecr, the BIA Agent had threatened Dr.
Suliivan with srresi unfess lie ceased all dealings with the
Hopis. Dt Sullivan apparently obiuned fegal counwl
and nfurmed Agent Flewmng that the government hae
no power 10 arrest of icinove iy irom the Hopt vilages
wnce the Hupis were aot. sccording to Unded States
law. on lodan esenation land, 1t soon became spparent
1o the Hopis that De Sullwan and Mr. Meran could
Sumb their nows 3t Agent Floming with mpumity Tiis
loss of 138 was more (han Agent Blerming could tolergie

n \.Gf"! Floryre's ‘etier to the Commusionet of
Indian Affsirs he ates that the Hopis “seem 1o regard
(De Swilivani o5 a imgger man than the Asent, ang iry
nfivence over them wiil be greatly weasensy if ot
destroyed. unless this man can be cffectugily provented
from all nicrcourm with them.” Loming then recvunts
how Dr. Sullivan and Mermt had been uadeimunng ins
program by Jliving

LoD sy sehoul

themse lves with bostie Hoams

Doatding

The Mo [Hopsp, now, sy ey do not wani 4
weirrsed @ngd of 18 o] o e 100 TP 1O IGHICE Phe e 1T wend
e chddunot o Albuguctain o peewnt, They sav ne
white e (ol rhgme g ek ere were scni [or them
and not for the school, and, beceuse | do avt gie them
these gresis, they belicve thev ure bemg cheared out f
thent 5

AL fhe end of s fetter Vnt Fleang stated tha
unless e 1s given suthordy 1o evigt these wintes from
et comptny e would have “no hwpes ol
accomplisiiag anything™ He thicatened to summanily
msten o ok given the gulhonty he demanded

Thes letter hrought an nwnediste response  from
Washingion. The Jay o was recoved, 3 reply ieiceram
was wnt (o Agent Fleming reguesing a descnption of

pmposed houndaries for a Hupy reservation. One month
later the proprswd doundaries submitted by Fleming
were acczpled and became the boundunes of the
Executive Order reservation approved by Prendent
Chester A, Arthur on December 16, 1882

Five days later, on December 21, 882 rthe
Commussioner of Indian Affars sent Fleming 3 teiegram
which reads as follows

Previieni ssued order Sared GCrecnarh witnrg anant
wnd for Moguis |Hopui recommenced by vou Toke
TIEPT 2T ONLE 1O PEMGYE IATTUICPL

In 2 confireng lctter sent the ame dav, the
Commusuoner included s directive about the newly
gamed power 10 evict unwanted whites trom Hops
country

The esrgoiishment of the rewnatea wul cngbie vou
meregticr o ot intefigently ond authomignicly
legling with miraders and muschiet mekers. and a3

POOR ORIGINAL

msreucied i telegram before mennoned ou will roke
immedure steptr o nd he reservanon  of ad
obiecnongbie persons

As 00n as he had this supposed leral authonity 0 han
Agent Fleming asked the commanding otlicer of Fort
Wingate 10 evict the unwanted whites from the Hopi
vilages.

The hatory of these events thows that there i little
support tor the notion that HopiNavio problems were
Sehind the creauon of the 1882 Hopi Reservation, The
BIA wanted the area o be formally declared an Indian
res vanion o order to give the BIA agent legal authontv
aver unwanted white niruders ind " mischief-maners”
Sin. e governgrent uready took the pusuon thal
there was « = authorty under Urated States aw to
handle Jisputes _etween Indian peoples Sefore the
reservaion was  establigned, the wttlemen: of
Hopi-Navaio probiems was &1 nc matenial way aifected
by the creation of the 1832 Hopi Reservauon.

The BIA made no etiort after the creanon . Mg
e IVANGNA e in any way reduce of restrict the numd ¢
of Navaos on this rescnation. In fact, Agent Fleming
resgned and the Hopy Agency was clused up in 3 matter
of weehs after the 188 Rescrvation was created. The
United States goverinent continued s poicy of
favonng an wcrcase of the Navawo population on the
i Resemvation enud, “nonly 101y vears ater,

Pe Savawes outnumoered the Hoos three 1o une,

Mrougwut e earlv decades of United States
adnmusiration. the BIA sdopicy many hooeless stopeap
measirres tor bandhing leenurate Hopr nd Navapo nee is.
e INTUs BIA sgents tuved wib Lhe
wiea o mevang ol Hhoows ioun their mosd vaildoes 10 3
waervation siong (e Cotlorado Ruver. in the 18808 and
later v the egriv 19008, there were wvera abartive
aticmpis by ihe BIA 10 wyregate Hopis 1rom Navaos by
sreating 4 smal, exclusve enclave for Hopis wadhin the
ISKY Hopi Rescrvanun. The many other HoprNevaio
measuies which would oe undenanen by the Uruted
States would i prove to be failures as 3 conunuing (and
suine wouhl siy growmng) Jontoversy continues 'oday
Seiween some [actuons of the Hopr and Navaje Nauons.

The 1882 Hopi Reservatwn did oifer the Hops the
henetit of legal restrction of further white settiement in
part of thew country, hut ththe net ¢ifect of the
creanion of that reervation was 3 semticant wss 10 the
Holiopis. The Unued States Indian Claims Commussion
wiuld Laier rule v Dogket 196 that *he creation of that
rescrvation “effcetively termunaied and extinguished,
without the payment of uny compention to the Hopt
Tube, s Jsounging 3l clauns o all luds siusted
outside o sawd reservation  Under Unted States law the
Hopis sutfered in 1882 3 J:amauc joss of at least
2000000 3cres of lmnd and 4 severs hlow to their
sovereznly  The BIA. on the other hand. amed
adinon 7 leeal Juthonty under United States Jw to
womote and controrol its program withou! eppugtion
frum whites who might interfere In sum, the 1332 Hopi
Reservauon was not prymardy intended to rescrve and
protect Hops nghts, but 1o sugr xnt United States power
over the Hoow und their fand

The Unncd States 100k this seuon Jespite the fact
hat the Hopis were never at war with the Lnited States
acre never conguercd v the Uneted Siates. ard never
sigrsd a ueaty wath the Uniteg Sistee T2 Hopws never
sgreed fo the creauun o the (881 Hom Kowmvauen and
never authorged the Lnued States 10 take anv cgon
which would i any wav ampair Hop® und nights o the
night of the Hop peupie 10 guvern thewr own atfars

For exangpk

AKWESASNE NOTES/SPRING 1979/PAGE 1 ¢

1403 153



FROM 1382 TO 1934 THE UNITED STATES
INTENSIFIES (TS EFFORTS TO UNDERMINE HOPI
SOVEREIGNTY

Alter the creauon of the 1882 o Reservation. the
United States govemment intenmified ity etiorts 10
influence and cuntrol all aspects of Hopt lite. Some of
the most important of these efforts ire those pertaning
1o compulsory whooling, alloument, and HopiNavajo
disputes.

COMPULSORY BOARDING SCHOOLS FOR HOPI
CHILDREN

An important part of the United States governimen
program to subjugate Indizns was s program ol
compulsory  attendince  at  guvernment-sponsored
boarding schools for Indiun chidren. This program was
put 'o elfect for Hopis a5 o was for many indian
chidren throughout tha continent. The purpose of
b ang the schooung ol indian chidren take place at
boarding schouls, far away from Indian homes, was 10
minimize parental wiluence and therehy facilitate e
“Amenicangatior” of the chidren. This motivauon s
made evident 1 an 1384 report lrum the BIA Hom
Agent 1o the Comnussioner of Indian Affairs:

Keams Canfylom 11 12 mudes cast from the Mok
[Hopi] vilage The Chuldror. hemg removed o school at
the place 1t would preserve them from the annavance

~ amd interrupnion of dady vuuts from parenny and
w@nver ’ o r e ol

Aithough Keams Canyon was not 33 far from parenis
as the propused Albuquergue school which Hopi parens
had resisted with the sssistance of Or. ) Sullivan and Mr

et in 1882, it was far enough removed in that
pre-automotive age to allow e government teachers a
farly free hand

The Keams Canvon hoardine school wis voened in
1887 It was a boarding school desnizned 10 stnp Hope
children of thew culture. They were tormidden to speak
the Hopi language, 1o weas Hopi clothes. and ‘o kesp
their traditional long haur styles. They were given English
names L0 repluce thewr Hop: aames and were not Jllowed
to practice Hopi customs. Taking up where the Spanish
prests had leleft off, the school nificials forced the Hopi
chuidren to undergo relivivus indoctrination couducted
by Chnistian missionarics wno had been Jpproved by the
Unated States government

The tradition of resistance 10 such policies which haa
begun under Spanish rule continued unde: this threat
from the Unsted States Pasuve resistance to school
attendance was wadeipresd and the BIA took mvere
measures. To overcome the resistance. United States
Cavalr’ umits were seat into Hopi villages. Children were
literdly tom from the arms of their pareats by soldiers
soldiers who were Jsiigned 10 haul the captive cnilGren
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10 the boarding school. Resisting puents were assauited
and, in some cases, given crumunal punishment. In [894,
nineteen liopt men were unpnsoned (o« eight months
for retusing to agree to the surrender of thewr chudr . to
ths Umited States school system From [890 o 1311,
United States iroops were penodicallv called ' pon 10
eatorce the comouisory schooling edict. Withn Jhe next
two Jecades. more convenient and less oppre sive Jay
schoois were sstapiushed for Hopy chuldren nd most
tesistance to schooling ended, athough the “oarding
school solicy remaned 3 central part of the BIA's
general policy well into the 1930,

Lung divide-andconguer tactics, the U.S. govemment
officials of the BIA labeied as “Hosules” those Flops
who resusted the government's policies and pracuces.
Those Hopis who were wmilling to cooperate were labeled
“Friendles.” Government patronage, support, and
favors went to the “Frendlies” but not to the
‘Hostdes™ (who not inirequently were ‘aded). These
tactics ¢reated sernous 118 in Hopr society. Perhaps the
most dramatic and well-known of these nits 15 the
confrontation between “Hostes” and “Frendles”
wiich tesuited in the split of the wiizge of Orabi
1906. Countiess other disputes erupted as the United
States rouunely required Hopis to choose between
allemance to Unsted States programs and fidelity to
tradional Hopi suthority and values. In later years, the
labels “Hostiles ' anyg “Friendhes” would be replaced by
the labeis “Traditionais™ and “Progressives.”

THE ALLOTMENT ACT

Moving in1o an area of colomal rule which the Spansh
ard Mewicans had left untouched, the United States
won hegan to assert domumon and control over Hopy
property nghts As alresdy ciscusswed above, the very act
of creating the 1882 Hopt Reservation has been deemed
w some US. governmental wuthorities to constitute
snder US. law 3 taking and eannguishment of all Hopr
aboniginal lands lying outside the reservation boundanes.

In 1892 the United States government began to move
aganst Hopi land hoidings withun the 1882 Hopi
Reservation. In that year, officials of the BIA sent out
their survey crews to impiement the iniamous Allutment
Act of 1887, 3lso knuwn a5 the ‘Dawes Act,” named
alter its sponsor, 3 congressman who favored “breakung
up the tribal mass” of all indians by forceably dividing
up all communaily-held Indian lands oo small,
indwidually held Indian homesteads. The theury was
that these indwidual Indian land owners would become
smail farmers who would learn the value of competitive
seifishiness which wouid make them better Amencans.

The aliotment policy was 3 Jirect asault on the
soveregnty and umity of all Indian governments. lis
mpact on many Indan tntes and natons was
devastating.  Because of the Alurment Act, over
twosthurds of il Indian land was lost 1o whites. Thus loss
was principally due to the fact that under the Act. all
indwn lands not aloted to indians in ndidual,
160 acre parcels was ladelled “swrplus” and seld to
whites by the federal jovernment

When the United Staies 7inaily apandoned the
alfotment policy in 1934, the Commissioner's rzport to
Congress  (which  called the Allotment Act the
“hackbone of Indian law” from 1857 1o 1934) ncluded
these specifics on the effect of allotment i the Indian
conununity

The towsl of Indign bndhcidags has beem cur from
130090900 cres in 1837 ro 48,000,000 scres in
1934... Furthermore, that part of the alloted lnds
witich hgs bdeem lost is the most ealug’ rart of the
residual lands, iaking all Indunowned lands into
account, nerly one haif. or nearly 20,000 000 acres, are
Jesert or semigesert grds
‘e @ YT S
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In Hopr counery, the govermment atrempred to umvey
and aliot and to individual Hope famdies from (392 to
1911 when the c*fort was [ingliy abandoned Ourng
these rwo decades, the Hopi people almos: uny iy
refused to cooperate in the surveying and parcelling out
of thew land. The Kikmongwis all opposed aliotment
Their reustance was oo strong for the United States to
overcome. When the allotment surveyors, 1" Hops
pulled their survey stakes out of the grounc. Forced
allotmeut proved to be an uaworkable poikcy in Hopi
country because communal land tenure was tightly
interwoven in the fabric of waditional clan structures
and religious beliefs. That tradiuonal fabric of Hopt
cuiture remamed 100 strong 1o be destroyed Jespite the
best efforts of the BIA, and the Hopis were spared the
dusaster of alloument,

One commentator notes that other Indian pecpies
shared the benefits of the Hopis' successful resistance to
allotment

The Third Mesa Hopus' resisignce appears 1o have saved
not only the Hopt bur ziso rthe other P.eblos the
Navano, the Mescaiero, Wite River and San Corics
Apeche. and the Papago, from gilotment and its
disasirous consequences | Laura Thompson, Culture n
Cisis /New York 1956, pn 197

THE HOPLNAVAJO ISSUE

Again, there are those «ho argue that the United
States interference n Hopr affurs was motvaied by a
good faith desire 1o resoive Hopi-Navajo differences. The
histoncal record does not support these aguments
Policies of the Uniied States have exucerbated
Hopi-Navajn problems rather than resolving them. The
United States met the need for more land for the
growing Navao naton by extending Navajo reservauon
lands 1 a seres of Executive Orders which increased
Navaro pressures on Hopi land. Presidennial orders of
1878, 1980, 1384, 1900, 1901, and 1907 expanded the
Nava nation until it almost compietely surroundea the
1882 Hopi Reservation. By 1934 the (882 Hopi
Reservation was an island wn the Navajo Nation. The
lands which the United States designated for the Navajos
ncorporated all of the aborginal Hopt land which was
found outside the Hopi Reservation and which has been
said 10 have been taken at the time the reservation was
created in (882,

Hopi abonginal land which lies outside both the 1882
Hopi Reservation and the Navao Roser.ation was qiven
over o white settlement by the Unied States
government, igawn without the consent of the Hopies
and without iny compensation.

As the white popuistion of the southwestern United
States expanded, there was 3 growing demand to siop
the "return” of lands to Indians, including the Navajos
This demand ied the United States Congress »n 1218 to
enact 3 law formigding the creation of any additional
Executive Order reservations in New Mexico or Anzona,
Hengetorth, only Congress could Jesgnate Indian
seservation land @ thus wrea. (25 U.SC. 2L in 1927
Congress prohubited the creation of Execuuve Order
Indian reservaiions anywhnere within the geoeraphical
boundanes ol the Unied States. 25 USC. 39841 ]
Since any new [ndian reservauon would requue the
spproval of Congress, it hecame less and les polticady
scceptadle for the United States gowernment to meet
Navaio needs for more land. Rather than continue the
pase practice of addwne more lands to the Navmo
reservation, the United States found it more expecient

1402 154

REGEN WS Y TPAL Wi S Bl vl "™,

«*

R P

.

s

¥ Y

ok ealis At A,

3.4
S

U S EORm V-3 P



10 rebieve some of the pressure of the cxpanding Navaw
population by encouraging Navaus 10 move MY the
1882 Hopt Reservation
Despite the fact that the 1882 Executive Order
explicitly gave the Secretary of the Interior the legal
authunty and complete discretion under Unmiwd States
law 10 approve or dsappruve the sttiemeit of “other
lndians” 6n the Hopr Reservation. it was not anul 1936
that further Navap setticment in the (882 Hom
Reservation was in any way offially curtaied By that
(e the numeer of Navas in the ares " it exceeded the
number of Hopis It s sstimated that by 1930 some
3.319 Navaios resided 0 the LIRS Hopr Reservaton. 3
total cleven times grester than the number of Navams
who lived there in 1887
Traditional Hopr leaders were conwinged that the
United States would nut resmive HooeN vago probicms,
and they were fearful that United States intervention in
this problem  would  Turthere undeimune  Hep
sovereignly  Accotdingly, they gave little couperstion 10
BIA programs whigh were usiensdly Jewgned to
slleviate  HopeNavam disputes  Ratner, Hop lesders
rged that they woudl themscives cventually he able 1o
reach 4 just itlement with the Navars on the hasis of
sgreciments which lad Deen made beiween Hopt and
Navago leaders alter the release of tic Navajos from Funt
Sunncr w1968 1t would not, however. be pussibic 1o
L LOme 1 4 just settioment of the Uinied Siaws continiugd
e evacerbate the problem By cncouraging further
T N o settiement on Hops Ll
A mwre thorough husiory of Tlops ressiance iy Uaered
States oifoets ot domurataon Jurmg the Hilty-year penod
alter 188 Y wouid indlude tiscussion of mure (han o
renstangy U cumpuinoty boanding s honds, allotiments
and ntervention in Hope Navgo gifars Singe the IHA
prograan pervaded almost every  aspet aof Hupy Lte
wcluding  profuditons o Hhopy religinoes helwis and
practices  there wiry repested inslinces whert P
leaders were impiswued for rotusitg 1o follew the
dictates of the varous US. tadian otfigers. Thew
affenws miiuded cvervifing om general
inqubordination 10 retusel 1o subiat 1o ductian nto
the United States imlitgry wivie
The lossun which these carly confrontations wih the
United States tonght to tradinonal Hom leasers was
clear The Unied States was prepared. walling, and cven
eaver to trzat the Hopr people 28 colomig suniects and to
compicrely wnore Hopy govermmental and  property
nghts. Thwse Hops legders detenmmed to maimiast b
cullure and suvereignty by mounting sustained resatan.e
whenever new 81fors were made 1o mtertere rath Hog
affsirs This determmanon st the stage for Hop
resstance 10 the new United Staies Indign program of
the 1910¢. 3 program which would have direet relevance
10 Docket 198 of the Indian Clams Comnmission

POOR OR

by John Dan
Los amyeles Tunes
alics

And he hod caused the cursng (0 come wpon them
ves, even a sore qurang, hecaise of thew mwuity.
wherefore. as thev were whnte, drad excecding lag and
delightsome, thas they mugitt 2ot e enncong unto my
peupie the Lurd God did cane 3tk of blacaness 0
come upon them |2 Nepht 5 211
ind the Gospel of Jesus Chmst siall e lecigend
among them . and thew scaie of darkness shall bexm (0
fall from thew cves. and meny Coieraian thail not pass
away among ‘hem save they shall be white amd
dvlwhisuome peopic

(2 Nepiu 30 54)

from the BOOK OF MORMON

he Mormon Church, second only to the Roman
Cathohie Chureh in winnng Amercan Indian convens
has bad success 'n TR ared Jewue s senprural
sserton that 3s memocts the “curse’ of the indiuns
Jdork skin 18 removed and they become “white and
Jelwghtsome

The Bouk uf Murmon passages above, which also seem
to cquate dark skin with lvathsemeness and Tidth, are
cimhatrassing Lo some Marmons, nciuding many of the
45,000 Indian members

Lniike Marmons of black Aftan desent who were
Jenied the male priesthood of the church until last vear
he American Indign members Rave always boen chgitle
for positions i (he churdh lnecgiciy

Navaw elder Getope P Lee, appointed three year aso
1o the First OQuomm of the Seventy, s proof of that AL
15 hie (¢ the youngest of sbout 60 " general suthuntes
i the Salt Lake Citw-bawed church

Lee sand e has scen lus own pevple “get upset’” cver
e skinshading testings. “The Indian people who
selong to the church really don’t want to have their siun
coler chaneed, they like being brown,” Lee sud in 3n
atefvicw S0 we Iy not 10 teach thern that

Lee sawd lis own intemicistion of e Marmun
wriptures is that winle & "Rgigit Oy SCLun N0 the
wociatial kngdom” thet pne’s skin culor CRuiges 10
winie. 3 Jazgling white borne by ail,

Mowever, the man who has Feaded the Jhutch since
{971 33 prophet and prasident. Spencer W Kunball, 83
fong has heid that there 1s 3 phy tical change occurnng n
Indian membgrs,

son of 3 mnsonary o Indians i ARzona Kimball
Jirected the church s Indiar committee 10f 3 quarer
century. He helped start the adoption like Indian
Siudent Placement Program Todav more than 2,700
Indian chaldeen (gt feast & years ol and Papluwed
Morsonst ave off reservauons with white Monnen
famulics snd atiend pubin schovl

Rimrall tone the church’'s ful conference in 1960

that, “The children i the heme placement pr STam
Utah are viten highter than ‘hew brothers and ssiers in
11ie hogans on the rescnations”

For suppert. Kanball cited photographs showing skin
culor dilferences and Jnrcdotes of foster parents

tuamball reatfinmed bis beliel Juning an interview last
vear He suggested the alleged transiormation results
from the a eding 3nd educgiion given to Induin

witich refleet rocran e genvofy and geeresin il
sech gs thee Fowiegn Ntindent Placerment Frogenm

rhar o
Sven Phonen (F Sirra T
Such gitinwivs and

Joems of R L
conspdonst seveprahic

v cies fmmr 3 Chumen

natlereel - The Fdimors

NAL

perent@ily gonee wdgl gcrs While o 13 true that e '
#oponiv alberes 0

S R i

INDIANS HOPE 1O SHIFT MORMON VIEW
OF THEIR SKIN COLOR

childien in the home placement program
“When you g0 Jown on Ui¢ reservations,  he said,

“ nd see thes hundreds of thousands of Indians iving 0
the dirt ang without culture of relinement Of any hind
you can harily bereve it Then vuu we thew oys wid
pirls playwng 1he Mute. the cianow All these tiungs dring
about 3 normal culiure

Kinball 5316 Be Jid nOt know of any scentiti (tuses
10 examipe hig clann “You need scienusts (0 prove it I
guess.” the church leader Sad

A faculty memoer 3t Momonaun Bughary Youne
University, who would permit himsclf 1o de¢ identificd
only 3¢ 3 “ientist 3t BYU” sad

115 3 problem we wnore and have very Little ougasun
10 address. My suspicions are that o wuuia 1ase n
snusudlly creduious person Lo ¢ven Brikg up Uie wbedl
0 g setiue Clas

The assrmon that Indians become

delightsome” appiiet to gil the people e M

"afute AW

mons Ll

Lamanites — Mewicans Laun Americans, Hawauans, and
Pty nesians 33 we'l os Amersan Indians

The Book of Murmon Gy carly inhahitants of e
Western Hemisnhere wete ymmigrants 'ro rael about
600 B.C.. A rebellious leader named Lanan incutred the

wiath ol God. and hus dewendanis werd curwd with a
SAK KN

Somes who beleve in the Bouk of Mormen -
.3 said 10 have peen deyvered on metal plates 10
Smuth i IS8T - awpeer the winredark™
verses  feutatvely = that  converts  becume
“enlightencd.

Howcver, the meanng of the '2xt appears 1o be literal
A passese Jescnbing 3 tune when some Lamaniies
jepented of Uiest sins. 1or Nslance, S “And 'heir
curse was taken from them and thewr skn hecame
white

Srweart A Dureant. of Sait Lane Cuv and director of
the Mormon Church's Lamamite ind minonty progtam.
il ke thurss Lamamtes n the church are hecoming
ligivier Bul he sdded that hie s not sure 1t & NOL SImpry
his imacmanen

S1 s on can be delightsome and not white n Kin
sotor™ Durrant sl
nat the Book of Monnon verses do
Wotiet some Amencin Indiane “They don't want 1o be
tight.” e said “But I've never tound this to be 3 factor
{ia mission work) 105 Brought up by peonie who want
10 sy something cuntroversial

Amencan [ndi.n membershio in the Mormon Church
in the United States and Canada has cwn S jdout
1.000 snnualy 0 the last hatl Juzen years. The latest
igures from Selt Lake Cuy thowed 45 40 indan
members 11 1975 and an esumated 44 900 By the ead of
1977

He neoded

A recentiv compieted suney of Chistan missions
among Indians olaced e Cathol ropulanon at
177000 The largest memberships. after the Mormons,
were Southern Baptists (26,0000, Russion Onthwdon in
Algeha (220001 Episcopalians (196741 and Methodists
(14360), sccurding 10 the Native Amsnaan Chnstian
Ll W "J \ (UL o ’:""A”“—J

Communit, turishe

M

in a0 opch secery, o Tan okd whgrover wone a¢ Fgs 38out othe? FoRens e
coloet of peapic, cven if ich thotegir?s coneld QEOURIEy e taheidod Cracist.” Bt wo #pendoes

nacted throeh proweans and anions =

it Scht goty § 4Pe. g thtend S VIEW s

arnvarit {Tiem 11 1Y pne of The [ow remgineg

i wnt ra st Jdoctane whomld ot be
e trne A e pere g ¢ her@in
practices ol e upenly ortceed & J
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feon thued frge p b )

Most lea s as negotiate d by the BIA, are

for “as bong as the ore s producig in payali
I quatiun 5" Oftenn natve Aunciican liusevs
il may be oound by o comtrac b whie b does not
provide tor the nse m the ma ket price of

:

U Gl

_ The July 1978 issue of Nudlear Fuel quotes
1978 1o prices much hugher thao the
$30 a pound quoie w1975 Canadian
esttinates are $36 10 3145 a pound o uranm
Liarpum in the United States may go as hawgh
as $69 o pound. Al la'csmm?mu?
| ‘nr«&ﬁ:g‘_@s?&m m
e
m [ national  enerqy  corporations
| who mine Indian land have altered thew
[l negotiatmng practices Many companies now
ielect to negotiate only with Indians who are
fwing on the BIA leased land, rather than
negotiating with the Indian governing bodies.
It is reported the Mobil Ol Corporation
used this method n negotiating for eneigy
development nghts. That company currently
holds leases on 12470 acres of  the
Crownpont area of the Navajo reservation.
“The land includes 10230 acres of Navajo
allotments (indmidually owned lands) and
1,280 acres of Navajo tribal land The witial
Jease was negotiated by the BIA. Mobil's new
proposal is 10 pay individual Navaw-- $16 D00
anitially, for each 160 acre all.unent, plus an

annual rental fee of 35 per acre and a
I minkmum annual royalty of $20 per acre.
'Accurhing to Pay Dirt, a mining trade’
wmagazine, the lease negotiated by the BIA
etbllo»\itmcaledhﬂpaccumud
u\llll_nd_l“mnirm@anmdtwdty.

$)6,000 per allotment plus $4,000 annually.
| Mobil gxpects the mine to produce 900,000
“ wWds of uramum a year ai $6% a peund alter
ssing.

Mobil pays the minimum annual royelty,
| )Dn maximum they are projected to make
| "Is raughly $60 milion n one year.

| | In May of this year, the residents of the
Mobil lease area (Crowupoint and Dalton
Pass) passed a resolution stating, " We have
become increasingly alarmed at the present
and planned uranium mining actvity in our
community and are most fearful of its effects

people’s decision by deahng with the fow
Navajos who wwn land. The allotives only
own the land vihich was already leased away
by the BIA. Caught between the BIA and the
Energy CoOrporanons, the Navaio lessees must

make the best of a ditin ullt situation

than they had after recewing the initial,

m._-_ r
as el as the wellbeing of  future

genizatons. We are unalter by opposed to
all uraci i, exploration in our bouodanes.”
That wa: the unammious vote of the 32
membe. s ! the Dalton Pass Chajter of the
Navao neiio.

Mol 15 attemiptmg to cucumoeint the

‘Energy
Crisis --
part II

In the second part of this four part sevies,
4’rime Times looks at the prolilems of
vollution, rectamation and relocation on the
Navago reservation: problems brought by
energy development. Lawswits, prolests ond
court trials multiply as the day jor the
ineutable confrontation between the energy
corporations and the Navajo people nears.

Dec 18 - Jan B

7 T!w history of encrgy explodtation on
1§ the Navajo
appropiicte

reservation serves as an
“case study” ol energy
development on Indian lands. The
civcumstances, which made ‘an “energy
colony” of the Navajo nation, are fast
f ecoming a reality on other energy resource
rich Indian natiens. such as the Spokane,
Opibwa, Crow and Cheyenne

Navapr resources supply oil, natural das
uranium and coal which is used to generate
elecinicity for urban centers throughout the
‘West, but get httle in return

Utah International’s Navajo mine supphes
the coal ftn the Four Corners power "
the largest power plant ol its type the
western henusphere. Navajos are able to buy

‘governwent)

—

e ervahons LUt costs are ]nﬁh Currently,
about BU% of Navao houschok's have no
\‘ll‘\ tncily

Navajos are showerel daily with the
enussions from the Four orncrs power
plant, viach according o TIASA scwentists
was the onl,; manmade luoadivark visible from
outerspace. The Genun 12 eshtonauts
noticed # because o the polluton. Each day,
Four Corners pumps ou! 1ons ol paruculates,
includima kead, mercury and arcemc: three
lethal substan es which are boc: wing more

and more common in Navayo air

In 1978, the Nawvago Tax Commpsseon toncd
1o exercise Navajo sovercvmity by kevving an
emissions tax on the Foor Corners posver
plant. The tax would force the Arzona Pubhic
Service Co (APS), which operates the plo nt,
1o pay for the pollutants comtted  APS,
however, is attempting to sklestep Novajo
regulation through a A agreement which
was neqgohiated without the enussiuas tax
APS contends Navays do not have the night
10 tax the company. While all thes s tied up m
court, pollution contmucs to spread

Al the coal for this and other proposed
power plants in the area comes from coal
mines operating o the Novawo nation In 1976
a lease was approved by 1he Navayo Tribat
Council (the federally recomnized Navajo
for 40,000 acres of coal
stripmining by El Paso Notural Gas The area
targeted for stupmining 1s n the Burnham
Chapter of the Navajo reservation, where a

| majority of the residents are opposed to the

project

. The mining would force the relocation of 90
Navajo lamilies who have been living on the
land for over 400 years. The coal will be used
in the first United States coal gasiication
plant, also ta be built in ihe area.

The Navajo people of the Burnham
Chapter have opposed coal stnpminmng and
gasibcation smce 1973, ban the BIA and the
Navajo Trbal Councl approved the lease
anyway

To protest the approval of the El Paso
Natwal Gas coal kease, about 75 Navagos
from the Fumham Chapler occupied the
Tribal Council chambiers on August 24, 1976
m an unsuccesshul attempt to talk 10 the
Councd  members, includng  thew  own
Councy represerdative who had arbitranly
approved the lease despite their gpposition

<~ ——

on our health, welfare, property and cuhuu‘.{ back some of this electricity for use on the

The Gt day, 18 Navajos were anested
cutsete Councd chambers by tribad pohc e and
chauged with  unlawtul  asscinbly  The
protestens went 1o court moa case whwhk
Lisied over ore year In the fnal decswon, all
IR ware acgulted of changes. One of the
pooteders was 55 voar old Maw Snuih, a
plowed reltcation v tun, who sawd 1 do not
want my land gven up for the proposed
qasifx ation. Grang up my land s ke g up
a pout of me, my heart and soul I approve of
gasiication | am less than human ”

In 1973. the Natonal Acader of Scwice
released a study on the “Rehabilwation
Potennal of Western Coal Lands. ™ The report
found that reclamation would be hawd o
inpossible i arcas that receved less than ten
inches of rambaw a yoar. Accordmg 1o the
National Indian Youth Council (NIYC), the
Four Corners area receives aboul seven
inches o year.

No mining operation which has contmued
for over 20 years in this area has successtully
returned the mined land to its oniginal state,
according to the NIYC After a nuning
company scoops up 250 feet of Loil, coal and
water . the prospects of returmng the land 1o a
usable form are severely himited. For these
and other reasons, the Nanonal Academy of
Sciences classied other areas ke Four
Comners as a “National Sacrifice Area ™

Lucy Keesewood, a member ol the
Coaliton for Navajo Liberation suminaiized
the concern for the N wajo future.

“Where will we oll be 20 or 25
years fiom now when the coal
has all been consumed and the
companies  operabing  these |
aasalic abon plats have cleaned
up oned ol the resowrees aind
moved away. There will be |
notiung  there: they will be
wor kg elsewher o aptd we wall
b siting on top of o buncls of
ashes walh nothig 10 e on.
Tius is what the whie man is
dimving us o "

The will of the Navaos and the will of the
crergy corporabions e i dwect conflict
Niwaos have hved on the Lind for thousands
ot years, and mitend 1o stay. The mining
corporations  sevck  noncrencewabile ﬂlw«j;l
reources whikh will be finshed in o
generation. Something has got to give

—
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Tho Navajo nation is located in the
area where a hundred years ago the governor
of the New Mexico Territory drew two
hteneclmg lines and arbitrarily defined the
Lourders of New Mexico, Arizona, Colorado
and Utah.

The Navajo nation transcends borders,
encompassing a territory approximately 17
million acres: the size of West Virginia.
Navajos have retained their culture, religion
and language - the identity of a nation of
people, but times have been hard and
continue to be.

Civil Rights compileted its report on the
Navajo nation. The report stated: “The quest
for economic development on the Navajo
reservation begins with the stagaerino fact

ome of the United States as a whole,” In

1971, Navajo ur~mployment rate was 54%.
and other health and environmental

expectancy at about 50 years, imfant mortality
,‘M about 10 timed the national averaqge, and
getulted in malnutrition and alcoholism being

‘,pnvdu'.‘ on the reservation.

jonly th. hardiest of plants and animals
wavive. The population,
155000, lives off limited farming and
yraintains herds of sheep for food and
hing. Their cash supply comes ma.nly
textiles and jewelry production.
In the past few years, the Navajo lifestyle
undergone drastic changes as an “enerqy
botm” sweeps the area. The Navajo nation
Bits upon what is called the “Grants Mineral
Beit,” which contains coal, uranium, copper,
jpd and many precious minerals.
he Navajo nation possesses
oximately 100 million barrels ol oil, 23
jon cubic feét of natural gas, four billion
of economically recoverable coal, 30
ion paunds of uranium and water rights
mably adequate to irrigate five million
yes of land.

In 1975, the United States Commission on’
*Mlﬂmb‘gLﬁmwm&AMLm g
ar, is less than one-fourth the per capita.
m combined to put the Navajo life .

i The Navajos live in an arid climate where

estimated at*

Energy crisis wnthm the Nav

by Winona La Duke Westigard

Native Americans are deeply involved mL

the energy crisis. Provisions of the National
Energy Policy (NEP) call for a massive
ncrease in coal and nuclear generated

. electricity. According to Nuclear Fuel, that

industiy’s trade magazine, nuclear power
capacity will increase at the rate of 16% per
year through 1985, and 7.3% from 1985 2000
In 1976 the United States consumed 42,000
megawatts of nuclear generated electricity.
By 1985, nuclear power is expected to supply
127,000 megawatts, and by 2000, 380(!1)
meqgawatls.

Nuclear Fuel also quoted the wonal

Electrical Rehability Council as projecting an

.da.‘mwm&‘n‘sg@mm

a_168% increase in coal generated elecricity
B i S

ral eneray plans put native Amerndans
in a precarious position as far as control of
Indian land and resources are concerned.
According to ‘the American Indian
Movement, Indians control about one-third of
all low-sulphur co- ., and over one-half of the
uranium in the United States. Surprisingly,
this is contained on 3% of the total U.S. land

area. Indians who seek to retain théir lanc in §

good condition for use by future generations

are faced with the country’s need for non-

renewable energy sources.
The NEP has resulted in a conflict of

interest in the management of Indian lands. |

The Department of the Interior, through its

{ L/ 1

j;--—*\ﬁ ™ [

bid

| ( \

been in 1%(! At (e’ mum\dfnd)usiry s request
64% of 7 leases were issued between 1960
and 190"

—l he federal government, through the
BIA, exercises “trust control” over Indian
lands. Through trust control the federal is
charged with managing these resources for
the short and long term economic benelit of
the Indian nations

An unpublished study from the BIA (June
1976) reported that in 1976, there were

approximately 339 870 acres for Indian tribal -

and Indiar allotted land under lease for
uranium exploration and development Of
this land, 325570 acres were kocated on
Navajo lands

subsidiary, the Bureau of Indian Affairs -

(BIA), controls Indian lands. When the
Department of Energy calls for coal and
uranium, the Department of the Interior is
obliged to provide what it can.

Indians: who own their own ‘land and
resources often have limited influence in the
federal government’s dealing with private
enerqgy corporations who seek 1o maximize all
avilable resources. The Department of the
Interior has resolved this conflict by leasing
Indian lands at the mining industry's request.
As the Council on Economic Priorities
reported in 1974, concerning coal resources,
“By 1970 there were nearly four times-the
number of acres under lease as there had

By 1978, at least 462,000 more acres of
Navajo land were under lease for uranium
exploration and development, bringing the
grand total to a minimum of 787 570.

The amount of public and private land
under lease for energy dewvelopment is

dwarfed by¢he Indian holdmgs In 1975, The

Federal Trade Commission completed a
report on “Mmneral Leasing on Indian Lands™
which provides insight into the degree to
which native American resources have been
exploited. The Federal Trade Commission
notes: “There are 380 uranium |eases on
Indian as compared to only) fouf on
wbicamlacquwcd lands. 36% of the Indian

ajo nation -

.1978), it was reported that in four out of

+ ton has risen from $4. 67 a ton 10 $19.24 8

"Prime Timesy Dec4-18

coal leases are producing while only ll%d‘
thcmbbtlandlem‘arcnprodwtm

The largest uranium strip mine in the world
is located at Laguna Pueblo (east of the
Naveio reservation) and is operated by
Anaconda, a division of ARCO Oil.

The largest coal strip mine in the western,
Kemisphere is located in the Navajo natiof,,
The mine is operated by Utah International, a
fully-owned subsidiary of General Electric.

I 1976, the American Ihdian Policy Review .
Commission reported that in 1974, 100% of
“U.S. uranium production” came from Indiem
lands, placing Indians at the wnvccntadﬂﬁ'
nuclear fuel cycle, | C M *J “'

Hypothehcahy tho lndnm nations, nc’r
with natural resources, -buldbcumng!bt
wedfhwﬂpa)pklhtlnworld But In

actice, Indians are and continue to In.

the most destitute.

Royalties are the payments made by
mining w to the “host country®
resources. ‘ike other
nations, are peid lor these resources
‘energy companies.

However, Indian leases and royalties
under the control of the Bureau of |
Affairs. The BIA, in its enthusiasm to ease t
energy Ccrisis, has kept Indian royalti
miniscule, to make coal and nuc
generated electricity an mexpensive reality.

In the American Indian Jounal (

Navajo coal leases let between 1957 and 1965
the royalty was fixed from $0.15 to $0.375 a
ton. Since 1968 the national average value

in 1975. Indians, however, undet
guardianship of the BIA continue to bt
pennies; an average of 15¢ a ton for cosl {
According to Rich Nafziger, a researcher
for Americans for Indian Opportunity,in 1
Indians were paid an average of 60¢ a
for their uranium. The same uraniurn wee
quoted at a price of $30 a pound on the open
markd lndm received 2% of the m

purt lﬁ ontinued on p. l)
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he energy wealth of the Indian nations s dwvided up
betveen a select yroup of companies There are ten coal
leases on Indian lands, controlling thousands of acres
Peabody Coal Company (formerly owned by Kennecott
Copper) owns over one third of all Indian coal land under
lease General Electric, parent of Utah International follows
closely behind Then comes Consolidated Coal (owned by
Continental Ol Company), Gull Oil, El Paso Natural Gas,
Westmoreland Resources and Shell Oil, according to Jim
Cannon of Cilizens for a Belter Envimnmcm, in San
Funcus(o

Prluc Times Van23Fab5 '

NOI)O}O enerqy crisis -- part 4

One for me, one
or you and nonre
i for you...

The “authority” to offigially léase Indian lands, subject to
BIA approval, comes from tribal council. The Navajo Tribal
Council was formed in 1921 when Standard Oil (forerunner
of Exxon, Socal, Mobil, Conoco and Phillips) discovered ol
resources within the Navaho reservation. Standard Oil
went to the BIA and asked for some lease signers. The BIA
went ‘o the Navajos and found five ready lease signers, who

*~were en appointed as the tribal council.

Th& Navajo Tribal Council contmued to function under
this philosophy, with the assistance of consistently poor
ndwce from the BIA. The BIA, for example, pmmses
mreased employment from energy employment.
loday, after hurdreds of thousands of acres have been
leased and stripped away, Navajos remain unemployed,
poor and victims of a shrinking land base. _

Peter McDonald, the tribal chairman of the Navajo nation
realizes the status of Navajos in the United States. On Feb.
25, 1975, he made this statement in Albuquerque, at a
National Engineering Week Luncheon:

“If all the Navajo nation is an energy resources were
converted to electrical power, each year the Navajo nation
would be supplying 339,343,000,000 kilowatt hours. This is
enough electricity to meet the needs of New Mexico,and
Arizona combined, for 16 years. And these figures do not

by Winona La Duke Westigard "<lude the proposals ior coal gasification..”

The Council on Economic Priorities found in 1974 that the
average Indian coal lease encompassed 23,523 acres, or
nine times the size permitted by Bureau of Indian Affairs
regulations (2,560 acres). According to the Council, the BIA
is only supposed to approve large leases if more land is

essary to “permit the construction of thermal electric
plants or other facilities, near the reservation.” The
powcv plants are clearly in sight.

The group of uranium leaseholders is also very select. In
'1975 according to the Federal Trade Commission, the top -,
five Indian uranium leaseholders controlled 60% of the
leases. The companies included Kerr McGee, Mobil Oil,
Gulf Oil and a few others.
changed much; the companies have only changed posiiions
on the production scale.

According 10 a study by the Oil Chemical and Atomic

Workers Ihternational Union, released in April, 1979, nine

oil companies control 74.5% of the uranium reserves. Kerr
McGee and Gulf Oil control about 52% of the reserves
between them. The other reserve owners include United
Nuclear Corporation (about 10%), Conoco (6%), Getty Oil,
Exxon, Arco-Anaconda, General Electric and Phillips
Pelrolcum

.According to the Jan 10, 1979 edition of The Albuquerque
Tnbum, foreign interests are now coming after Navapo
resources. According to the story, Mitsubishi Oil Ce. and
Mitsubishi Corp. will join with Getty Qil Co. to develop

uranium deposits in the Four Corners area, near Chaco |}

Canyon.

1978, the situation had not .

At the inauguration for his third term recently, McDonald

said that coal, oil and mineral leases on the reservation -
would be reviewed and renegotiated. “This means... weshall -
enforce all promises to preserve the land, the water, the air - |
il need be, by taking ph 'sical possession of the wells, the -

mines, the land and resources, even by asserting our right
under the treaty of 1868 to exclude outsiders from our
lands.”

McDonald was the guiding force behind the formation of
the Council of Energy Resource Tribes which is promating

the idea of having various Indian groups share money and - dhﬁmruomcaamldwdownml

technology to

energy resources.

It's obvious the Navajo nation is an energy colony. The
colony has been so successful that the BIA recently released
excerpts from a study which indicates that there could be as
many a< 100 uranium mines, and 10 uranium mills in the
Four Corners area by the year 2000. The phenomenon is
spreading. Soon Swux lands, Ojibwa lands and whatever
other native territory contains precious energy sources will
become energy havens.

Convinced by talk of an “energy crisis”: that there will be
no fuel to heat their homes, run their vehicles or power theiy
factories, Americans, willngly or not, pay for this
development with their tax dollars. Meanwhile, Kerr McGee
is saving millions of dollars by using tax money appropriated
by the Labor Department to finance their uranium miner
training program at Churchrock. ¢ ('1"

Because thc Carter admmntmm has placed so much
emphasis on nuclear power, oll and coal, while giving
projects such as solar energy low priority, the demand for
Indian resources will continue to increase. Indians in t
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‘Nuclear

:rhe nuclear fuel cycle is the forte of modemn
technology. Nuclear technology has evolved from two
simple atom bombs dropped on Japan, to a full array of
guclear reactors and nuclear weapons. The nuclear fuel

cle includes eight stéps of processing for electncal

ration, plus nuclear waste deposal

Most of these steps affect Indian nanhons in some way.
The most significant impact is felt in the first two steps of
Sthe cycle; the mining and milhng of uranium for use in the
nuclear fuel cycle. Uranium mined on Indian lards, 1s also
milled (processed from ore into “yellowcake”) in the same
area.

In the 1950's, Kerr McGee (a dwersified energy

‘largest population center in the Navajo nation. For years,
Navajos were paid as little as $1 60 per hour to remove the
uranium and haul it to the surface After 16 years, when
the ore stopped “producing in payable quantities,” the

mines were shut down and the mill abandoned by Kerr

McGee. '

During the early 1970's, the uranium miners learned
they had been stricken with a type of lung cancer which

article by Amanda Spake in the June 9, 1974 edition of the
Washington Post This particular type of cancer, shet
added, resists early diagnosis. _

As of 1978, 25 Navajos uranium miners have died from
radiation-induced lung cancer, and 20 more now have lung
cancer according to John Redhouse of the National Indian
Youth Council He adds that an estimated 95% of those
with this type of cancer will die from it.

Kerr McGee has refused to take responsibility. They
have given no aid to the miners or the miner's widows. The
federal government and the nuclear industry continue to
be evasive on the subject of the the eifects of radiation on
uranium workers

When uranium is removed from the rock, five major
twpes of radiation escape -- “adon 222, lead 210, bismuth
- 214, polenium 218 and lead 214. This radiation does not™
disappear. Radon 222 for example, remains in gas form for
3,8 days. Lead 210 lasts for 20 8 years m sadioactive form.
The uramum mines emit levels of radiation 6.5 times the
tevels allowed by the Nuclear Regulatory Commission
(NRC) accordmg to Tom Barry, writing on “Navajo
‘Resource Development” in the Akwesasne Notes in the

summer of 1978
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corporation) opened up a series of uranium mines and a
uranium mill in Shiprock, New Mexico. Shiprock is the -

affects only uranium miners and workers, according to an

e

When Kerr McGee pulled out of Shiprock, the company
also left the radioactive mill and 71 acres of highly
radioactive uranium mill tailings according to an article in

the May 19, 1978 Abuquerque Journal by Phil Niclaus. §°

Victor Gillinsky of the NRC, says the mill tailings are
consider~d “wastes’. by the companies, but continue to

! retain 85% of the original radioactivity: enough to

constitute a serious health hazard.

Kerr McGee's wastes have been left untreated and -
exposed to the elements. The tailing piles rest 60 feet from
the shore of the San Juan river, the water supply for
Navajo agriculture, livestock and people.

Since radiation-induced cancer and other side effects
such as genetic mutations, take years to appear, the total
effect of Kerr McGee's uranium mining can only be
theonzeu.

No portion of the Navajo reservation is exempt from
uranium development. Kerr McGee moved out of
Shiprock in the northwestern portion of Navap to
Churchrock in the southeast corner of the reservation. By
1975, Kerr McGee had developed Churchrock mineno. 1,
with a production of 900 tons of uranium ore a day. For
reference, Anaconda’s uranium stripmme in nearby
Laguna (thie largest n the world) can only produce 500
tons a day. s

Churchrock no. 2 and no. 3 are under construction with
a combined capacity planned at 500 tons a day, according
to the Nov. 1977 edition of Albuguerque Industrial

ogy puts Na_vajos-i—ﬁm bin d; \
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Development Service This uranium is processed at Kerrt'
McGee's local uraniom mill which s the largest in the,
western hemisphere,

Aside from Shiprock, uranium mining continues to grow
in the Four Corners area In January of 1977, the
Secretary of the Interior, approved 2 lease for Exxon
uranium exploration on 400,000 acres of Navajn land. The
secretary had to waive thirteen regulations of the
department in order to approve the lease.

One of the waived regulations would have fimited the
lease area to 2,560 acres, while another would cancel the
lease if Fxxon did not abide by their agreement with the
Navajo nation. The leased area encompasses 625 square
miles, as well as thousands of people who have lived wathin
the area for generations.

In 1978, the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) approved
another lease to Exxon for 92,000 acres of the Canoncito- |
Navajo reservation. The lease includes the entira
reservation, and the Canoncito’s have voiced opposition. ||

The BIA also approved a lease this year to Mobil Oil
Corporation for the Ute Mountain reservation. The lease |
is for 162,000 acres, the entire land base of the peopie on
this reservation. v

Despite this expansion, Navajo employment problems
have not been solved by the eneray boom One reason is
that many of the workers are imported Now, the Labor,
Department is financing a $2 millicn program at Kerr),
McGee's Churchrock mine. The program is designed to’
train Navajo uranium miners, and will turn out 100 miners:
annually, according to an article titled “Manpower Gap in!
the Uranium Mires” in the Nov. 7, 1977 issue of Business
Week "

Nevertheless, economic problems remain. The federal’
agovernment bases Navajo econormnic development oni
energy development. The reverue for operating the;
Navajo nation is becoming increasingly dependent on coal.
and uranium mining, and long term planning for economic!
self sufficiency remains ignored. Eneray booms only last
for “as long as the ore 1s producing in pa', wole quantities,”
and at the rate the federal governtr at 15 leasing Indian
lands, the resources will be gone very soon.

In the final installment of this series, Prime Times
looks at the large corporations which control most
of the mineral rights. Also, the formation of the
Tribal Council, which has come under fire for
approving the leasing of Navajo lands, is discussed.
Look for it in the Jan. 22 issue of Prime Times.
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