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ISSIONER

March 16, 1979

- The Honorable John Glenn, Chairman
- Subcommittee on Enercy, Nuclear
Proliferation and Federal Services
Cormittee on Governmental Affairs
Uniteéd States Senate
Washingten, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Glenn:
I am writing in order to provide

£ the cuestions you posed
1979, in whieh YOou recuested the Commissien'

PODR ORIGIHAL -

TY separate answexr to one
in your letter of

Februvar ¢,
S views on

certain aspects ¢of nuclear waste manacement.
Questica 1. Accoréingly, I would like to be advised as
) tO the Comnission's state of cenfidence at
the present time thas nuclear waste materials
will be safely cared foer, the basis for this
conficdence, and anY steps the ("missicn intends
tO take in its licensing process +o Teflect its
Present thinking on <ris matter.
Fhswer
I would holé to the view expressed by +he Cormzission in
June, 1977, that it haé "reasonable ccniidence thas the
wastes can and will in due course be cisposed cf safely,"
ané that that was an essentizl compcnent of <he Coxmission's
Teactor licensing decisiens. Since the Cemmissica made that
statement the covernment's efforts in wasee Tanacement have
exzanded consideradly, involving a ¢reat many more persons
éxpert in 2 number of scientifie Cisciplines than was the
case before and have attracted the Cirect attention of the
President. It has to be 2dded that one of the effects of

the exxpansion of the government's technical
&rea has been to raise cuesticons abou+
‘technical bases of the earlier Comni
take this to be a necessary conconmitan+ o
uncderlying scientific and technical cues
seriousness they reguire.

effort in this
the validitv of the
Ssion judcement,

but 2

£ adéressing the
tions with +he
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More recently the Commission committied itsel "to reassess-
ing its basis for confidence as new éata are develcped and
FIoc'ess is made i1 the Federal Program"” and promised to
keer Congress and che President informed ©f any changes that
significantly affect its confidence that was+te can be
disposed of cafely. 1/ X

What this means to me is that the Commission is going to
Play an active role in urging the government to develop and
carry out needed waste disposal programs. And if i+ senses
lack of progress it is going to carry that messacge to the
hichest levels of government.

incerely,

.
M - &t
Victor Gilinsky
Comrmissioner
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1/ Letter to Secretary Schlesincer, Department of Energy,
from Chairman Henérie, Nuclear Regulatory Commissien,
cated December 27, 18578.
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