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PLAN!?II.3 3 ASIS FOP EMERGENCY RESPONSE 5 T'i ilUCLEAR PS;E" REACTOR ACCIDENT:

AGENC" aclear Reculatory Connission

ACTION: NRC Policy Statement

Puroose

. This is a statement of policy with regard to an Envircnmental Protection

Agency (EPA) and Nuclear Regulatory CommissiIn (NRC) task force report on

cuidan:e for use in state.and local radicicgical eTergenc:. response plans

at nuclear power plants.

Eackcr:ur:

Tns ';R: re:sived a re:uest frcm the Conference of Raciation Con:r:i Proc e-

:i e:::rs , an cr:ani ition of State Of' iciais , to '"a,.e a cetermir.ation 'f

:ns .cs; severe accicen: basis for wnich raciologi:ai emergency rasconse

clans s1cuid be cevel:ced by offsite agencies." In reccense,an E?A and *?C

:ask f:rce was established which prepared a rescrt er. titled " Planning Basis

# r thE Ceveic: ment cf State and Local Government Padi: logical Emergency

- Es;:nse ?ians in Sup: ort of Lign: Water Nuclear Pcwer ;1 ants," NUREG-0395,

EPA 52:/i-78-C16, cated Decemcer 1978. Single copies c= the recort can ce

cc:ainEd by writing to the Director, Division of Technical Information and

Docuaer.t Controi, Nuclear Regulatory Commission, Washington, D.C. 20555.

The task force report was published for public coment in the Federal

P.egistsr on De: ember 15, 1978 and the coment period was extended to

P.! v 15,1979 to allow additional coments resulting from the accident at

Tnres *'ii e Is'.and. A synopsis of the coments receivec and the task force

consicsra ion of tnese coments is available frcm the Assistant Directcr

for Eru.rge.ncy Prepare: ness, Office of State Frogrars , U.S. Nuclear Gegulatory

;: T-issien, Washington, D.C. 20555. } 11 0 0 3'1 2
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NRC Policy

NRC concurs in and endorses for use the guidance contained in the task

force report. In endorsing this guidance, the Com-ission recogni:es

that it is appropriate and prudent for emergency planning guidance to

take into consideration the orincipal characteristics (such as nuclices

released and distances likely to be involved) $f a spectrun of design

basis and core melt accidents. While the Ccrissior reco;nizes that tne

guidance may have significant response imoacts for rv., ic:31 jurisdictions,

it believes that implementation of the guicance is neve-t"eless neeced

:o imorove emergency response planning and cre are99ss a-:und nuclear

po,.sr reactors.

The Cerr.ission is direccin; its staff to inc recra'te the planning casis

guidance into existing documents used in the evaluation c' state anc

local emergency response plans to the extent c acticable. T"e tiRC has
'

recently publishec an Advance Notice of Prcocsed Eulemaxir; concerning

additional regulations on emergency plans, 44 FR 41a34 Tuesday, July 17. 1979

Acci:ional guidance will be provideo follovJng this rulemakir.g. This

adtitional guicance can be expected to consicer how iccal conditions

such as demography, land use, and meteorology can influence the size and

shape of the E Is anc to address other issues, such as evacuation -

pl anni ng .
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The rajor rec:rmiendation of the report is that t.o E-arcs c Piar ' .;

Zo .es (EPZs should be established around licht water n.: lear c:wer

pl ants, ir.e -P, ,.or airborne exposure has a radius or_ n:u- 10 r.11 es;
_. . . . .

.

the EPZ for contaminated food has a radius of about 0 miles. Precetermined
.

prote:tive action plans are needed for the EDZs. The enct size and
. . . __ .

._. .s n a p e o ea c r. _t.- e. wi l l sve ce:1ced b.y emerc.en:v :,. a nn : nc --- c l al s a r ter
.

On=y :or.sicer tne specific conditions at ea n site. -n=s5 d's tar.:es are

: .si:ered la ce enovan to provide a response base v.Hi c" .1 0 su::: r:
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ene-hii? nour :: one :ay after tne initiati:n of the a :i:e
. -Evelopment

. . . . . . .

an: ;5ricci: estin ::. procedures :or rapid not1,. ica- en a emer;ercy

resp:r.se offi:ials is encouragec, since tn.e time availab,ia for ac:icn is. .

s tron.:1.v aire::e . b.v the time consutec in n ;1 1 cation... . . . . . . .
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Ths c a-ical End physical characteristics of those radier.:lides an ch
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5: sci #ic incle ,enta:icn dates for 'ul' implemen: etic" c' t"o tas. for s

reccrendations and any cthers that are develored u l' :e es taolishec as

part of tne ongoing rulemaking effort. The Com-ission also expe::s :ne

staff to assist state and local governments in i .orovin; their emergency
' response capabilities at existing sites in the immediate future.

e.-

M'
Dated at Washington, D.C. this day c- ~hg'979.

FOR TRE NUCLEM EEGULM r '- CC ''"I S S ! ON
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_ lM' \1. _MR _
hLamuel J. Chiik

L

Secretary Of :ne 2-~iiI'. -
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