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POOR ORIGINAL

John Dubois, President kJ

tanuelito Chapter . . i

The !lavajo Nation -

Window Rock, Arizona 86515 : |
|

Dear !r. Dubois:

Thank you for providing us with a copy of Manuelito Chapter resolution of ‘
July 29, 1979 concdrning the United Nuclear Corporation Church Rock _ .
tailing embankment failure. ‘
!
‘.

1 assure you and mempers of your Chapter that we are very concerned about
the public health implication of this failure. The State of Hew Mexico
requested assistance from the Nuclear Requlatory Conmission. As a result

under the Uranium M111 Tailings Radiation Control Act of 1973, the HIRC now

has authority over these mi11 taflings and will review UNC's proposed

romedial action related to the breached portion of the tailings embankment

as well as the overall stability of the structure. . :Z
79112 CO

of the request the HRC is providing the State technical assistance in the ,?
following areas: - |
;; 1. Evaluation of the cause of failure of the embankment; !
B
” 2. ldentification of the critical pathway of radionuclides to !
humans and the estimated doses as a result of the embankment |
failure; !
|
3. Development of recommended levels of clean up of contamination I
which will be protective of public health based upon the pathway l
analysis; 5
4. Arranging for the use of the AR!S aircraft (aertal surveillance) ‘
to determine the effectiveness of the clean up of contamination; '
> |
5. Use of federal laboratorfes to assist in assaying radicactivity ;
in environmental samples taken Dy the State of New !lexico and '
the NRC. This will include mobile facilities of the Church Rock
site to expedite the comp’icatad process of radiological analyses. i
|
In addition, the NRC has informed the State of MNew Mexico and United Muclear
Corporation (UNC) that in accordance with its authority to requlate tailings
i
|
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to it that you prompt\y receive the
they
1 Mr. Wayne kerr (301)

| 1 {1 :4 ) | ) :4 |
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results of these
1f you have further questions,
492-7767, our Assistant
details regarding the actions
you cantact:

are completed.

-
L " I

. pradiation protection section, Env1ronmenta1
lmprovemcnt pivision, P

960, Crown guilding, santa Fe, lev texico

Sincerely,

/9

Robért G. Ryan, Director
office of gtate Programs
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