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Tollowing are my commentis on the meeting o the Sgbcommittee
on waste sanafement, ACR3, on 18-16 September in Washingion.

1. far toc much *ime will elaTse before the waste materials
are rlaced in an underground repository if the present
schedules o investigation and research are followed. 1 believe
+ha* we know enough now to pursue an active program of

site selection which will ylelc a soccioceconomic solution to
the rroblem. Given the remarks o OCZ on the 1%9th, I conclude
+na+ Hantord,with its basalt environment a+ derth, offers

+hs only vpresently ~eacitle,technical and prolitical,site.

~o +his end I would call your cor+inued atten+ion *c the
rrapsal for canister and tlacement by Stone ni webster using
geclogicalycompatibie materials.

2. The criteria for a geclogical revcsitory,although not yet
received from ZFA,are so clear from the common sense standpoint,

as are those for a canrister, that desigr ol a geclogical
repository shculd proceed withou<® a delay.

3, Zhe failure 0O utilize the capabilities of indusiry both

in research and design is ra jor weakness in the waste management
ecfor-., I canrnt conceiv of a good reason Jor excluding the
cz~zbilities of the steel indus®ry in <he desizn and construction
of a hife cannister,net o mention International Wickel, now Inco.l
ror of Corning Glass in the design of a glass mecdium .

L, I was very pleasec¢ %o see that K3C has been developing 2
capabilisy in engineering geclogy - geotechnical engineering.
Now these pecple must be surported ancd allowed to pursue their
duties and responsibilities where ever the pa*h leads them sO
tha< t..2y can effectively monitor the site investigation process
and later, design and constructicn and finally the operation

£ the repository, which is in a geologic environment. The
use of carabilities in other Agencies will be a great help in
+heir work and should be encouraged.

Sincerely youys " . .
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ailer 3., Fhilbdrick
Consultant, ACRS
F.3. If the geclogic medium is not comrletely safe,all the
canister and packing - .. available will no?‘jﬁigre complete
geparation from the biosphere indefinitely.
7o11260 |79



