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AGEr.CY: U .S. liuclear Fegulatory Co..:ai: clon-

AC' IC!!: Statenent of Policy

'"."G AR'i : The I'. arch 25, 19'(9 accident at Unit No. 2 of the
Three Mile Island nuclear plant is being investi-

f.ated by the Nucie.$. F.egulatoi'y Cecm13sion and c

number of other ocdies. These investigaticas . ,3y

3 exult in ?.i gnificant chan.?.es in the Cornisulon's ,

rer.ulatory policy and in the procedures it empicyu
to 1ico:1ue pucisar 1ower facilitle?. The Com:.i a:> ion

currer.tly c?.nciderin;;; a rang.e of Option?. dealing4 7.

with LTie ex ent '.c which its r' :lat ory structure

uheuld 'cc :acdified during the pendency or t.ne

inves.jgations. This utatenent in t.e'ng issued to

clarify tr.*. Con:.iucic r. ' 7. previousi:/ snnounced

policy deciusenc on he.: l'_cenaing proceedings
uhou.1d be condun;s1 wl.11e 'he Cor.icr.i an considera.

chin.y.es in the orncedures by which it e7ercises

supervision over ad.tu ".c= tory li censing dec.i si ons .

The Cc:U.113aion has determined that nr:V cov truction

p er:ri t 3 , limited work authorin stions , or cperatin.e,
licences for any nucicar power rea<:Lurs Shall be

is s ucc on.ly af t er acti on of :he Occ.~tasien it sel f.

The Cor.iusion will shortly decide .hc 3.recadarsu

ty w'.lich 3:s further action will te taken. In
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these circun?.tanets no full adjudicatory decision

which authorizes iuuuance of such a per.?.it, suth:ri-

eation er license ahall be issued by an Atcric

Safety and Lice.; sing Ecard except after further

order of the co==iculen it sel f. However, all

other adjudicatory 7.roceedings including enforce-

ment and lice-rze .'_ endr.ent proceedingu may contir.ne.

Further, the isuuance of appellat e decisi nna and

partial initial decluions may F1so cerdinue. The -

t; or.r.3 5. F. i nn ' :: staff shr.uld continue itr. present

policy of inferring the Cor.cission, N?.C licensees,

and U."tC app'ii cantu of staf'' a views on tne implica-

-inns ok' .he '?nree Mile Iuland a.'''ident in .reneral
und on what correct $ve er preventive actions are

called for 1:: spect'ic caseu us a rer. ult of its

analysis of 5he accident. In particular, inir;

neans the utaff 17. authorized to praceed w2 '.h

lic=nsing reviAw? and present evidence en the

implicationa cf the accident fcr resciution of

proceedincu now t.efore Atemic Safety and Liconalng

Scarcs. Of cour c, staff is free to cenciuct on a

ca.T e-by-cau e be. Ai r that further cODF.id= ration 13

required hefere it is preparid to spealt to a

pa -icule_r issue er in a rarticular proeredir.p,

ar.d i: nay aDnrcr-tately ecrrm:r.1:ste any such
i
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conclusion to the Com:r.d ce.i cn 's adj udicatory boardt..

The Cc:. mission views these measurea na nucosaary

to preserve the statua quo without undue dicrup-
tion to licenuing proceedings now underway.

'''he Com:.a.10$1Cn has received pe titions frora appli-

OPnts in the Black Fox and Skap,it prcccedint;s

requesting. ir.?uance of di:*ectivcu on the *'uture

conduct of theue proceccings. This s.atament is
.

intended to Serve as the Corr.iasion's inteI1:::

r e ?.p ons e te thcue ret.uetts. Tinal re?.ponaea must

LWalt t h e C oc'M '. 7. i on ' s ; eneric policy decision en

licenuing.

.- or the Cerr. i ? ton'

ri#e
__. S t.' "; F. T . .' . CHIIK

f the Cor. missionSecretary >

Dited at Washington. D. C.
this 4th day of Octoaer 1979
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