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NRC FORM 366 U. S. NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
(7-77)
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EVENT DESCRIPTION AND PROB ABLE CONSEQUENCES h
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|would have closed in high steam flow conditions. Therefore, the valve IO 5

Eould have performed its safety function had it been required to do so. 1o 6
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CAUSE DESCRIPTION AND COPRECTIVE ACTIONS

|The packing was loosened and the Atwood-Morrill reverse swina checki o

valve closed with steam flow at 0533 hours, 9-29-79. Ii i
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ATTACHMENT TO LICENSEE EVENT REPORT NO. 79-007/0lT-0

Wisconsin Electric Power Company
Point Beach Nuclear Plant Unit 2

Docket No. 50-301

At 0120 hours on September 29, 1979, with Unit 2 off
line for secondary side plant maintenance, four condenser
steam dump valves were opened (approximately 20% steam flow)
during the closing operation of the main steam isolation
valves. The "B" main steam valve (2-CV-2017) failed to
leave the full open position upon the receipt of a close
signal. The "A" main steam isolation (2-CV-2018) valve
closed fully.

The "B" valve partially closed with some mechanical
assistance. The valve was then reopened and with both
mechanical assistance and steam flow, it swung to a position
one inch short of the fully closed position. The valve was
again reopened and the gland stuffing ? x packing was
loosened. Steam flow was initiated, the close signal given
and the valve fully closed at 0533 hours, September 29, 1979.

After a recent similar event (see Licensee Event Report
No. 79-001/0lT-0), the plant staff concluded that the main
steam isolation valves would have functioned in the unlikely
event of a steam line break and the resulting high steam
flow since the valve discs hang at three degrees into the
steam flow and have closed on several instances in the

8 6past at 4 X 10 lbs./hr. (6.6 X 10 lbs./hr. corresponds
to 100% power) steam flow even without receiving a close
signal. Therefore, it is concluded that the valve would
have performed its safety function had it been required
to do so.

Recognizing the repetitiveness of this type of valve
failure to fully close at zero or low flow condition without
mechanical assistance or the slacking off of the gland
packing, plant staff involvement in investigation of solutions
to this problem will continue.
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