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August 21, 1979

Mr, Ralph J, Jones, Chief

Transportation and Product Standards Pranch
Cffice of Standards Development

U.S, Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D,C, 20555

Dear Sir:

I am very pleased to provice comment on Supplement 1 to NUREG=(CEQ,
"Final Generic Znvirormental Statement -1 Routine Use of Plutoniumeowered
Cardiac Facemakers," It was a most prudent and commencatle step for the NEC
to issue this supplement, reflecting recently availatle information on the
lithiumepowered pacemaker as a longe-lived alternative to the Fu=-228 pacer,

The Supplement states (p, 6) that the cost of nuclearepowered units
is more than double that of lithium-battery units (85500 vs, 3257C), yet the
curulative survival of lithium cells is in excess of 9% after L5 months (pe 3)e
The Supplement also states that the mmber of U,S, manufacturers of rlutoniume
powered pacers has dropped from five in 1976 to two in 1978, page 5,

I have previqusly commented (NURZC-CCEC, ppe 13C=122) that in view of
the unique potential for terrorist/criminal misuse inherent i. Pue238, it would
constitute lunacy %o approve such a widespread, conspicuous, poorly safeguarded,
and mecdically trivial application, Needless to say, the first accidental or
malevol nt dispersal could incite public enemies and increase the rrobability of
further unfortunate incidents, Also =~edless to say, such events would have a
negative impact on the public's acceptance of other ruclear technelogies, and
mizht lower the public's esteem for the Nuclear Regulatory Commissicn,

Permission for the implantation of nuclear-pcwered cardiac pacemakers
should be rewcked, and their manufacture in the United 3tates should be termine
ated, The Commission is to be ccngratulated for circulating Surplement 1, "Upe
date of Information on Power Sources for Pacemakers,"
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Appreciatively,
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L. Touglas Telike, Fh,l,
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