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Joseph M. Hendrie
Chairman
U.S. Commission
Washington, D.C. 20535

Dear Mr. Fadrie:

fnclosed is a lerter from Andy Fermando, Vice-Chairmem of the Upper
Skagitlndiankibeccncemingamposedmclearpmjectmtbeﬂcagic
Rivermdac:a:p:sbyhiszibemdo&nrswgainmtmstamsdzing
the hearing process.

Apparently, their administrative remedies are nearly exhauxsted and
d'zyaremldngaﬁnalappe.alnoycmofﬁce. In light of the extreme
aﬁetycmsedbythepmposedplantandtheccn:ﬁbudmdztdbesiel
deymablemmkefortbebearingreccrd,lhopedntczreﬁﬂmid-

to their request for intervenor status.

Inadditicn,Iuoulduketorequexa:epcr:frmyou:of:Eicam
the issues raised by Mr. Fexmando. Inpar.ricular,lamascmishedby:he
qmtefmmthe?imlﬁuvimtalStatm:to&‘eeﬁfect:‘hat“rhisse&
tion of the river is mot fished cammercially exceot Indiams." Is this

Ishisstatmtaccm‘atethatSkagitCmntymsgrmtedinter-
venarstamsdespitetheirlatem:zyinco:beproceedmgs.yetthetriba
have been denied on this basis?

What effect does Congressional desiguation of part cf the Skagit
mverasaWildandScaﬁcRiverbavemtbepmposaltolimseammlear
plantabovetl-edesignatedpordm?

Your assistance is appreciated.

i . Senate Select
Commttee on Indian Affairs
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The Honorable John Melcher
United States Senate

Dirksen Building - Suite 1123
washington D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Melcher:

I am Andy Fernando, vice-chairman of the Upper Skagit Indizan Tribe of
northwest Washington State,

My tribes and two others - the Swinomish Tribal Community =nd ‘uk-Suiattle
iribe - are engaged in a struggle to protect our 2,100 mem=ber: rom potential
adverse impacts of a proposed nuclear project virtually in =the .art of

traditional tribal lands. Many of our members harvest salmeon « the Skagit
River less than one mile from the plant site during substarmtiz periods of
the year z2nd would be in the expected path of steam clouds from the plant
cooiing towers. We believe our fisheries and our health mxay t»e in jeopardy
if these plants are built.

Qur tribes, through the Skagit System Cooperative, are comcduct-ing exhaustive
research on current tribal health conditions, and on potem=tial socio-economic
impacts and possible fisherie: damage from various aspects of the project
construction and operation. Yet there was no attempt to Z3ssess impacts to
the tribes by either the state licensing agency or the Nuc lear Regulatory
Commission. In fact, the only comment relative to impacts to the tribes in
the 400-page NRC Final Environmental Statement was, "Eire—settionmofthe
river is not fished commercially &REEDtTOYsimdtang.§

We find it disturbing that the NRC would even consider lic-ensing two nuclear
plants on a river which Congrnss only last year designated under the Hild
and Scenic Rivers Act, where 300 bald eagles migrate annually, where the
largest wild saimon runs in Puce* Sound spawn, between twe: ear~thauake faults,
and less than twenty miles fromone of the nation's most ac:-tive volcanos."

Even the NRC staff noted recently, "On the criteria of (I} visual compata-
bility, (2) physical obtrusiveness, and (3) quality of ‘set-ting, Skagit is
inferior to both Pebble Springs (Oregon) and Hanford (Wasriington) as a
location for a nuclear power plant.”

Qur tribal governments have been systematically denied access
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Atomic Safety and Licensing Board hearings on the Skagit project, despite
having the capacity ot offer new testimony to the hearings. This is curious
since Skagit County was granted intervenor status by the Licensing Board

in June after being four years tardy. Under these circumstances, we fail

to understand how the Licensing Board could have refused cur testimony

for more than a year yet grant the county access after it applied only

two months ago. This and other actions of this Licensing Board is indicative
of its less than impartial attitude in this licensing procedure.

As of July 11, we were denied in our appeal to gain interwenor status.
cir only administrative aven £+ is to appeal directly to the NRC
Commissioners. SO 3

R 4rs. DWe ask further that you write
NRC Chairman Joseph Hendrie and insist that our tribal member's
security be protected through active participation in licensing hearings
on the Skagit project.

Enclosed are informational materials detailing our substamxial effort
thus far. Please note the testimony given June 5, 1979 before the
House Interior and Insular Affairs Committee - Subcommittess om Energy
and the Environment.

Short of a protracted and costly legal battle, this is the laist chance
available to the tribes for having meaningful participatiem in the
nuclear hearing process, ,We ask that you not let another preventablie
nuclear mistake threaten our people.

Thank you

Director, Tribal Nuclear
Study Project
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