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UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMIMISSION
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20555

AUG 31 1979

The Honorable John Chafee m m

united States Senate
nashington, 0.C. 20510

vaar Senator Chafee:
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[ apologize for not providing this response to your request on behalf of
ar. Jonn .avagio sooner but, as you are aware, the Commission and staff
nave been occupied with continued support of the efforts at Three iiile
[slana, orders to other facilities, appearances before the President's
Lomiission and various cormittees of Congress that are investigating the ;
Taree ilile Island accident, and the realignment of our own resources and =

priorities to give imediate attention to the prooclems resulting from
tne accident.
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we nave taken or are taking a nusber of actions with respect to all nuclear

power plants as a result of the Three 1ile Island accident. Specificially, !
full-tine inspectors have beer assigned to each operating plant utilizing :
sabcock « Wilcox pressurized water reactors like those at Three !ile Island. ;
In addition, the licensees of all these plants which were not already shut |
down have voluntarily shut down their plants. We have issued confirmatory
orders to the licensees of all Cabcock & Wilcox reactors like those at Three ¢
iile Island to assure that necessary plant modifications, additional training ,
and revised operating procedures will pe affected prior to reswning operation. :

Licensees of all operating plants utilizino rressurized water reactors have
ceen instructed to take specific acilions with regard to the status of certain
equipnent, plant proceuures, operator ac*ions and facility designs. Licensees
of all operating plants, including those utilizing b "ling water reactors,

nave peen instructed to provide us witn additional information with regard to
their facilities in lignt of the Three i{ile Island accident. In addition,
substantial effort is being expended within this agency to evaluate the factors
wnica contributed to the Three iiile Island accident and to prevent a similar
occurrence in the future,

we will carefully review all tne information obtained and developed as a result
of the Three Mile Island accident and take whatever further action as deemed
appropriate.
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+1th respect to alternative methods of energy production such as solar, wind,

and geothermal, the Uepartment of Energy is the Federal Agency responsible for

tneir researcn and developrent. Our consideration of alternative methods of

energy production is limited to the assessment of the environmental impact of
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application for a construction permit-cr an operating license. To date,
we have determined that alternative methods of energy production such as SEEE
solyr, wind, and geothermal are neither technically nor economically ST
feasible to provide the required amount of power at the time it is needed. . =

“ith respect to your question regarding waste disposal, we have enclosed a
short discussion paper on this subject.

TEYVYY TPy

Sincerely,

y e

Carlton Kamnerer, uvirector
Qffice of Congressional Affairs
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enclosure:
Jisposal of Radiocactive
wastes
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