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July 31,1979

Dr. Joseph M. Hendrie
'

Chairman
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
h'ashington, D.C. 20555

Dear !'.r. Chai rman:

Hearings on S. 535 conducted by the Subcommittee on Science, Technology,
a d Space of this Cormittee during July 18,19, and 20, disclosed a disturbing
depth of concern from a broad range of witnesses over incidents involving
nuclear waste transportation. During the hearing it was critically clear
tnat NRC has failed to oive adequate attention to packaging safety regulation,
m:.iitoring and enforcement. I was dismayed that similar testimony had been
presented during the hearings on August 16, 1978, and comprehensively supported
by a GA2 recort to the Congress, dated May 7,1979, yet effective corrective
actions had not been taken.

I am sure you share my belief that important elements in public accept-
ance of nuclear commercial power development, so vital to our near term
energy needs, are both the real and perceived public safety hazards relating
to transportacion of all nuclear raterials, including high and low level
nuclear waste. Incidents such as those at Beatty, Nevada, on May 14 and
July 2, deepen ny personal concern that immediate steps be made to correct
deficier.cies in monitoring and enforcement activities.

Accordingly, I am requesting a full review and a briefing within 90
days whicn would provide the Committee with a comprehensive overview of
actions taken and under way to correct known deficiencies in nuclear material
transportation. I refer again to the aforementioned GA0 report as a good

-

beginning basis for such a review.

Such a briefing may be most effective if coordinated and presented
jointly with the newly appointed key D0T official, namely, the Administrator
of the Research and Special Projects Administration within which the
Hazardous Materials Transportation Bureau resides. I hope he will be able
to contribute a new impetus which, based on testinony in the recent hearings,
is urgently needed.
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I look fonvard to your early and favorable response to this request,
including identification of the individuals you will assign to provide the
briefing and preferred date for scheduling. If available at that time, we
will provide the Connittee hearing roon, 235 Russell Senate Office Building,
for the purpose.

With best wishes, I ara

Sincerely,

W/ Y.

E0 WARD W. cat;fiON
Chai rman
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