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August 28, 1979

Director of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
United Staces Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Attn: A. Schwencer, Chief
Operating Reactors Branch No. 1
Division of Operating Reactors
Washington, DC 20555

Reference: Beaver Valley Power Station, Unit No. 1
Docket No. 50-334
Supplemental Information On Response To IE Bullestin 79-01 and 79-01l1A

Gentlemen:

The purpose of this letter is to provide an integrated, updated response
to IE Bulletins 79-01 and 79-01A which concerned qualifications of electrical
equipment located within the Beaver Valley Unit No. 1 Containment Structure.

We have determired that certain electrical control wires and terminal blocks.
which are presently :nstalled, have either never been qualified by testing or
are lacking in sufficient documentation to verify that the installed equipment
was manufactured during a time period when rhe manufactured product was identical
to similar equipment which had been qualified.

We later identified that numerous ASCO 125 volt solenoid operated pilot
valves which are installed in the same circuits are udefinitely not qualified
for operation in the post LOCA environment.

A complete list of the circuits which contzin the nonqualified solenoids
and questionable terminal blocks and control wiring is attached. The station
On-Site Safety Committee met to discuss these matters and concluded that all
solenoid valves would be deenergized upon receipt of an accident signal. The
deenergization of these pilot solenoids would cause these three way valves to
remove the air supply from the diaphragms of the valves which they actuate and
vent the air from the diaphragms. This action would permit the valves to
spring closed to their required post accident positions. In addition, each of
the involved valves which serves a containment isolation function inside the
containment is in a line that has an installed automatic isolation valve
outside the conta.nment. The pilot valves for the valves outside the containment
are installed in such locations that they are qualified for the post accident
environment to which they could be subjected.

A review was performed to determine which of the valves which are located
within the containment might have cause to be operated during the post accident
recovery period. The wiring to these solenoid valves was replaced with a
qualified wire with sufficient documentation to provide traceability of the newl:

installed wire. \
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The solenoid pilot valves located in the containment which the statior
staff determined might have cause to be operated subsequent to the accidern :
were changed out "in kind." This action provided valves for these applica‘ ions
with a maximum amount of remaining service life.

We have further been informed by ASCO that many of our solenoids are
categorized as Type HP, which is a heavy duty type of solenoid operator.
Should we choose to replace these with the NP type which is presently recommended
for nuclear applications we shall have to reduce the orifice size in the pilot
valve from ._hat which is presently installed. Such an action will increase the
amount of time required to vent the valve upon deenergization and will affect
the tripping time of the associated diaphragm operated valve. Since the
allowable tripping time of each of the containment isolation valves is identified
in the technical specifications, we must first verify that an increase in the
present operating time will not result in an unacceptable operating time. Our
Engineering Department is presently studying this problem. We plan to replace
all unqualified solenoid valves within the containment during our fall refueling
outage.

We have arranged to perform qualification tests on Meter Device
Corporation terminal blocks similar to those which are located within the
containment. These terminal blocks will be tested at the Forest Hills
Laboratories of the Westinghouse Electric Corporation. We anticipate that
the testing will be completed by the end of August. A report of the results
of these tests will be forwarded to you as soon as the report is available.

We have revised our emergency procedures to include steps to remove electric
power from these solenoid circuits and to shut down the containment air
compressors which provide the air supply to these valves in the event of accidents
that could cause an increase in containment temperature and humidity. We believe
that these actions in combination with the redundant containment isolation valves
which are located outside the continment provide adequate assurance that continuad
voperation of the station until these matters are resolved will not constitute a
threat to the healch and safety of the public.

We have verified that the existing breaker coordination scheme on the DC
Battery Buses will assure that the failure of any of the distribution breakers
in the cabinets supplying the solenoid valves will not result in the loss of
other essential loads supplied from the station battery.

We have also determined that four steam generator level instrument
transmitters are located at an elevation within the containment such that
these four instruments will be submerged during the recirculation phase ‘f
post LOCA operation.

All three of the narrow range level transmitters on the 'B' Steam
Generator and one of the narrow range level transmitters on the 'C' Steam
Generator have the potential to become submerged.

The station On-Site Safety Committee determined that this condition was
acceptable for continued o eration until the fall refueling at which time
these level transmitters will be relocated to a higher elevation.



Reaver Valley Power Statiom, ~ .t No. 1

Docket No. 50-334

Supplemental I. formation On Response To IE Bulletin 79-01 and 79-01A
Page 3 |

The logic used to arrive at this determination was as follows:

1. Alil three steam generators are equipped with a wide range level
transmitter which can be utilized to verify the water level of the
steam generators.

2. A singie s"cam generator provides an adequate heat sink subsequent
to a reactor trip and prior to the start up of the residual heat
removal system to provide core cooling.

3. One steam generator has all three narrow range level transmitters
and one other steam generator has two narrow range level transmitters
located above the maximum containment post accident water level.
This fact assures that redundant level transmitters are available
on two out of three of the steam generators even in the event that
the maximum post accident water level is achieved.

4. The protection functions that are associated with the narrow range
steam generator level transmitters are performed within the first
minutes of the accident at which time the transmitters of concern
will n-t be submerged.

We have be :n informed by the Westinghouse Electric Corporation that all
steam generator level transmitters on Beaver Valley Unit No. 1 have been
qualified in ac ordance with IEEE-323-1971 as described in WCAP 7794 and in
Appendix B to W.AP 7410-L.

The level ransmitters installed at Beaver Valley are Barton Model No. 386.
This model is described in the Barton Calalog as suitable for high temperature
service. Another Barton model is described as being suitable for explosion proof
applications. These facts have caused us to conclude that the existing level
transmitters at Beaver Valley would probably not be suitable for submerged
service since they are not equipped with the vapor tight enclosures that are
normally provided for explosion proof applications. We therefore will relocate
the four narrow range steam generatcor level transmitters to a higher elevation
during the fall refueling outage.

If you have sny further questions concerning this supplemental information,
please contact .y office.

Very truly yours,

C. N. Dunn
Vice Fresident, Operations |

Attachment

cc: D. Beckman |
Region T |
King of Prussia, Pa. |
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