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GOVERNOR THORNBURCH'S STATEMENT:

"I have just concluded a meeting in my cffice ﬁith Lt. Gov. Scranton,
Harold Denton, Robert Adamcik and other app:cp:iae? state cfficials. I

have also been in contact yesterday aad today wi:ﬁ Chairman Hendrie of the
I

.

“I am pleased to be able to announce this afterncon that, based on

. I
ehe information anéd advice given to me by these persons, I am lifting all

Nuclear Regulatcry Ccmmissicn. -

my previcus recommendations, adviscries and directives.

“rnis means it is now censidered safe for proghant women and.pra-school
children to return %o their homes within a five-mile radius of the Three
Mile Island site. %

g

"mhis means that schools in that area around the site may recpen LommOITOW.

"This means that state offices can return coméletvly to business as usual.

"rhis means that I am ordering our Civil Dctcﬁse and Emergency Prepared-
ness forces to shift from a full alert status to an on~-call status. This
does not mean that we will relax our vigil. We wﬂll continue to monitor
the entire situation on a 24-hour basis. :

"1 am also assured by cur stata DER and Hcaltﬁ officials that there
remains no threat to public health in the milk oridrinkinq water of central
Pennsylvania. !

“ia my address to the pecple of Pennsylvania iast Priday, I announced

!
that L:. Gov. Scranton would chair a Central Pennsylvania Recovery Coemmisttee.

T™hat effort began almost immediately, and we willfkccp you apprised of its

progress. 790412 0 279
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"Also at wmy side today is an individual to yhom we owe a great debt
of gratitude. Bob Adamcik is the Philadolphia-éasod regional director
of the Federal Disaster Assistance Admintgt:ati%n. And, jusg as the
White House designated Harold Denton to be the *uthotitntivq veice
on technical matters at the plant site, so was éob Adamcik designated to
coordinate the overall federal support effort. !

*I must tell vou that that effcrt, while cxfremcly low=-preflile, was
extremely effective. The 30 federal and voluntéez agencies led by
Mr. Adamcik provided assistance and advice cn t#c whole range of matters
related to emergency preparedness, and stood :a?dy to assist if a large-
scale evacuation had become necessary. Thase a%enciea did so without
fanfare, and in a spirit of total ccoperaticn w4th state and lccal agencies.

"Just as I have commended Harold Dentcn forihis help, I am pleased to
commend Mr. Adamcik and his people for their e!fective support, and I
thank the White House for sending them to us. ;

"We will now turn to Mr. Denton for a brin!ing on conditions at the
plant -- after which Lt. Gov. Scranton, Mr. Dcn%on, Mr. Adamcik and

mysslf will e available to answer ycur quoszio;s.'
|

"R i

ANSWERING QUESTIONS WITH THE GOVERNOR WERE:

Lt. Gov. William Scranton 3d -
Robert Adamcik
Harcld CDlenton
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My advice to tha Governcr is based on the much
improved situation at the plant over the past few
days in a number of areas. I now think that the
likelinood for an event or a release requiring special
precautionary measures is very remote. While I'll do
is walk through the five areas that we've paid special
attention to and in just give you in summary form
the situation to date. Let me first start with the
reactor core. The roactor is now producing about
4 megawatts total heat. There's one =------that's
running above 400 degress and it's running about
404 degrees., The first stages af tha preferred plan
are now being implemented, this is the phase that
concerns degassing. We've taken the reactor pressuca
Guwn tu a8 luw a8 400 ped lu @ swries of planned de-
gassing measures. This has been very effective in
removing from the primary coolamt the dissolved hydregen
;;:oo. We may attempt further steps to reducs gases.
next step in the preferred plan would be td lower
the temperature of the primary system. This step won't
be taken for several more days, we're still looking at
the natural circulation mode that we hopa to place the
core into. I may remind you that the preferred plan
involves cooling down the primary system %o a benign
state such that you're not rolyﬂnq on instrumentation
inside the containment and you're not bringing ccntaminated
water cutside the containment. Let me mention next, the
containment is still at a negative pressure. It's doing
it's job just the way it is intended. We pumped back
inte the containsent the gases Srom the waste gas storage
tanks. I don't see a potential there for a release
from the containment. Noble gases have continued to drep
in terms of their cff-site expodures as a result of tha
pump back that's going on. The off-gite exposures now
along the river bank range from [+1 to perhaps 1 mr per
hour at the maximm. At the site that I'm at, dosimeters
indicate a maximum dcse of about 20 mr for the duration
of the accident. lodines are baing brought under contsol.
The plant has decided to do both a replacement of the
existing fllters and the installation of a second filter
bank., These filters are about a foot square and § inches
high, and six feet long or so and weigh about 120 pounds
each and there are almost 100 oz these. SO the operation
eo take out these filters, replace them with the new
ones which were flewn inm from a plant in Washington “\1
probably not be completed until tomorrow night. T
insulacion of a back up filten bank will take severa.
more days. We're very encouraged by all of the
engineering manageoment support going inte control of
both noble gases and iodicdes. With regard to liguids
thers has not Seen any releases framthe plant in excess
of those which would be permitted under normal operations.
In total, looking at the entire picture, locking at the
fact that even if there were -=-e---gvents with regard
to the reactor core it would be 30 hours or more befors
there would be any potential for any release. I've come 0
the conclusion that the potential issufficiently small
that I can give the governor tha advice I have given hia.

Mr. Denton, == eeee-eecsse=it ooJus here the ~==~---problem
as far as the persons who have Neen evacuatad is concerned
is the risk of radiation. Are you now satisfled that there
is no risk of radiation? |

The releases from the plant are moving rapdily down

toward those which would be permitted Jduring noraal operation
of the plant. Scme of the patihways have already reached
that level. The others haven't quite reached it, but there's
no magic threshold about radiation, this lavel versus that
level. |
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(con't) The tctal dose for anyone drinking milk
from the plant we calculate to be on the order

1 - 2 mr total. The maximum inhalation dose from
breathing air containing iodine is on the order of
5-10 mr for the entire course cfl the accident.

The maximum off-gite dose of thel Nerth Bridge, for
anyone continucusly present there cver the course of
accident remains less than 100 mx.

You talkad the cother day about -Lkuxq an overt move
toward a cold shut-down., And you were going to wait

for advantageocus wind conditions among others. Let

De ask you, what would be advantagecus conditions,

when will you make that move andl what inherent risks are
there with that? t

At the time we were eoneuplauutg a move that aight
require activation of :he emergency core cooling
systems. The type of move we're talking about now
would be more of a phase in through the exiating

steam generator that's now being used to remove the heat
from the core and would just be a chang in the way
that water is circulated inside the reactor vessel,

S0 I no longer couple ©5is type pf change with the
potential that I saw when we wers going to go to
activation of the safety systems.

Mr. Denton, are you aatisfled nnlu after all this
evaluation of the B & W plant that the core of the
resctor is damaged to tha extent that it would impede the
natural circulation that that plant calls for.

!
We're reascnably satisfied. We haven't quite completed
our evaluation. That's still going on. I hcpe to
have a fi-m handle on the natural circulation
option by Priday. There ares several other attractive
looking cptions. All of which would minimize the
release to the environment of the contaiminated water
inside the contalinment. !

|
Then you are planning on staying here?
i

I do that on a day by day basis and it looks like I'll
be here at least through this week.

|
Mr. Denton, as long as there ara some emissgions of
radiation that are above naturally occuring background
levals, are you saying that nevartheless it is safe
to go back to that area within the five mile area?

The plant is paermitted to release cerczain amounts of
radicactivity during normal operation. What I'm saying
is that the amounts that are anow being raleased are
rapidly dropping toward thcse and in some instances are
at those that are permitted under ncrmal opsracion.

I want to distinguish between those types of noramai
release and extremely =--~---timas now that would De
available for evacuation in the event of a complete walk
away from cooling systems insidq the core.

Mr. Denton, if I may follow up, we wars made to understand
that the reason that pregnant vomen and young children
were kept away was not because 3£ the imminence Or the
gotential imminence of evacuation, but because of thier
high susceptibility to low lovel doses of radlaticn.
Are you saving that it is now safe for those high risk
groups %o be back there? |
Yes, in my view it is.

- more -
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We wers told the other day perhaps by you or another
NRC official that we would not %e able to determine the
effect of iocdine emissions on c¢ows milk until they
began to pasture. At that time the statement was that
most cows in this area are eating stured faed.

What's changed that you can make a. . .

First off, the lodine releases from the plant have
dropped steadily as 2 result of the actions taken to
add chemicals to the water in tMe auxiliary building,
same parts of the building have been sprayed with

these chemicals to tie up the {odine. The filterr will
be all changed out by tomorrow night which will really
cut back on potential future releases. Probably even
more importantly, the envircnmental samples show
dropping levels in iodine. I tiink the latest results
show very few if any milx samplaes with detectable amcunts
of iodine in them. There's been a dramatic drop off

in the iodine detected in the environment. It's not
entirely, you can't say it's been completely eliminated.
We arce going to continue our sanpling progri.s and
perhaps an occasicnal milk sample will still show iodine
above detectable levels. But I want to emvhasize that
the maximum dose that we've caldulaced to date for
anyone consuming milk at the concentrations that we've
discussed is on the crder of l-J mr, which is within
allowable limits.

But the point you made the other day was that the
iodine went into the grass and sherefore there would be
no way of knowing that effect until some future date.
Are we in the future now? {

I think we now have a much better feel for the amounts
of icdine being released from the plant. I less there
is less than cne tenth of a curie of Lodine that want
out yestercay and reactions that are being taken are
going to drop those levels right downe====ecccccese ig
going to reduce it even mcre. Qur own sampling of
pasture grass indicates concentrations below detectable
levels. i

Can you explain the details of why the federal government
was sacouracging “hat the antidote be distributed and
the state felt it should noct be eescemc=es?

I gquess I could leave that one to the state or I could
discuss my view of the situation.

PLZASE PICK UP WITH PART TWO OF THE TRANSCRIPT.

|

13 "™
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Ve were involved in the preparation of the original document
doncerning the use of ilodine :tlocking tablets. We would like
iodine blécking tablets for e-==-w doses when large raleases
are likely to occur. The document concludes that when you
are likely to be exposed to 4 -~-==-= that would result in

a thyroid does on the ordsr of 10,000 millirems you should attempt
to take the tablet 10 minutes in advance. Thay are meant for
puff releases from the plant riot for continuous sxposure.
You can't block your thyroid for long iurations without side-
effects. 50 in my cwn view the sitmation and the potential
for puff releases resulting in 10,000 millirems to the
thyroid was sufficiently remote and I didn't see any advantage
to taking the tablet. The tahlets are not intended to be
effective for routine exposu:e to very low levels of icdine,

You said that you would have some decision on the B and W
cooling plant by Priday or so. That is later than the original
schedule. Is there some new information you have.

No as ! mentioned sarlier we have turned on several states,
review committces, | have sent scme pecple heras back to Bethesda
to have more access tCc have mére to our calculatiocnal capabilities
The core is being cooled perfectly adeguataly the way it is.
Everyday ihat goes by the ===~ level drops a little mcre. We
cbtain achieve more de-gassing of tlhe primary coolant. There is
no rush to move towards the five day or this ten day periocd.

And I want to be sure that he have locked zt all the posaibilities
before we agree to a change in the zcda of cooling at from the
present status., So what we are now doing is lowering the pressure
down, raising the pressure back up in an attempt to bring

out of solution all the gases that we can that are in there

and I think we have de-gasified the coolant down tc a level of
about 400 psi.

Testerday when the operator dropped the pressure in the

primayy coolant system down %0 around 400 psi you got some noise
within the system and you got some pump vibraticn which I assume
indicates that there is scme gas bubbles.

]
Yes, That is the type of criteria that we use to determine
how low we can bring the presgsure. We have acoustic zonitor¥ing
instrumentation on the plant. We watch levels, and remember
when the indicators bring the plant dowrn to 50 psi step. The lowe:
your bring the pressure the more Jas you can gat invelved iato
pressurizer space =-=---, So you have to have a carefully planner
nrogram t¢ bring down the pressurizer as low as possible with
the gas coming out of the solution so it can be exhausted into
the containmest.

Now today you are going back up to the %00 afdd 1030 ...

It appears to be most effective to cycle preasure back and forth
to put back in the ecluticn gases that may be hidden out in odd
places of the primary system such as control rods and other

t5 dissolve back in the water as muth gases that are Iin there
and lower pressure bdack down again 10 that you can evolve those
gases by lowering pressure. We will probably go through several
more pressure cycles like that betwren now and the time any other
change is mada.

-more-
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Does it makn the gas easier to get to, easier to...

It puts the gas back in the solution at high pressurss
in case there is gas hidden out in crevices or pockets
scmewhere in the plant. Goes back in sclution and L{f you
lower the pressure back down again it makes Lt easier to
evolve those gases in the pressurizer space so they can be
vented. |

Governor throughcut this entire weak and a half how
close did you ever come o iasulng an evacuation (a)

and b) what was your contact or relationship with members
of the nuclear establishment, if you will, particularly
those nuclear experts in Pittsburgh, your home town. Did
you have contact with them.

No. My source of advice fof appraisal cof the situaticon
since his arrival a week age Priday has been Harold Denten.

I think there may be scte confusion about that because

of speculation somewhezre when I°directed immediately Cpon
hearing of the accident at the site that all of the private
and public sector input that we could get in state government
from whatever source could help us get a fix oa Lhe situatioen
and take the proper actions be accuhulated. Most of the
private gector support that has ccme to the crew that is at
the island 'ow has been as a result of Mr. Denton assembling
this all-star team of technicians at"the site and that
includes as I understand, Westiaghouse, GE, Baw

various power companies and the like. I have had no
aontact with them directly.

inaudible

That is hard toc say. I think from the very mcment I heard
of the accident on Wednesday morning, I began to realize
that an evacuation was a potential. But that was,designed
really to get cur respcnse in order. And as time went on
that response became more realiscic and with the help of
the faderal and local pecple involved became less and less
of & concern as to the mechanics. But, obviously, like
all of us has varying levels of perception of what the
nature of the danger was. I den't think there was ever a
point when we were poised on the edge of ordering an
evacuation.

I remember the Sunday aight directly after i
taeident we wess o8 IDe Henslon; oF gog,/am Ml 2
kind of short. At that time the hydrogen bubble was
prominent in all of ocur comscicusness', at that point what
was your feeling about evacuating.

No. As I recall that was the night we gave the legislators
a briéfing. I think my temper was on edge dDecause I was tired

We were made to understand that people over 60 are just as
susceptible to low-level radiation as pregnant women and
pre-school children. Is that true, and if it is true why
wouldn't they have to0 leave.

[
-
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T don't kncw 4f it is true, I received no advice from
any of our medical, environmental, or technical people
to that a %sct. I just have to beg cff on a definitive
answer.

Governor, you said you will continue the menitoring on
a 24 hour basis. How long will this menitoring coentinue
and who in the state will conduct it., Are you equipped
with the prcper instruments? ‘

The DER pecple in concert with the appropriate federal
agencies will continue the monitoring of radiation,
obviously. Our emergency lZanagement pecple will continue
to keep on the alert. We are not dismantling that
apparatus. In other words, I think probably everyhody
who has been involved in this effort will continue to
devote a substantial amount of tinwe to keeping an eye

on the situation. But obviously, with the advice and
informaticon thaz we have been furnished with in *he last
24 hours we have seen fit to relax some nf the advisories
that we had in effact and I think that khis an effect
throughout the entire...

cemmneeeemthinking well beyond the total shutdown, menths
from now, will we keep cur vigilance uj?

Weii I have secured a commitment from Chairman Hendrie
that the NRC will under+axa promot in:pection of all

the nuclear facilities ‘n Pennsylvani, and repor: to me

in a matser of weehs, #4 to whrat that status is. That
will include the twe caits at T™I and we will in that
sense be apprised by chose pecple who have the responsibility
for ‘icensing and regqulating these facilities, as to what
potential there may be for recurrence of any kind of
accident of this type, but the monitoring will be carried
out in the normal course insofar as the state is concerned,
by DER until we are satisfied that there is no further
need for it. I think again, we will exercise as much
caution as wve can.

a disagreemnnt between yoursel? and federal
officials on this point as to whether TMI or any other
plant should be allowed to operate again or continue %0
operate. What sort of recourse do you have?

Well, I d-n't know that it i3 fruitful to speculate on

that when we don't have any of the facts. I have not
roc:l.vod the results of any of those requested . nspecticns -
until I 4o -

Is there any structure, or legal recourse that you have
to demand or require that the plant even if it i3 a
palitical ===~ «=

Well, we certainly have standing with regard %o facilities
within our Commonwealth to make Xnown our views on it.
There is no question about that and any licensing procedure
or any procedure relating to facility, but I think we

are well in advance of any advercary posture here until

we have a determination of precisely the results of these
inspections are.

Governor, what is your posture on GPU's expressed intent
t> pass along their lcsses to

Well, that is a matter that is before the PUC. At the
present time I don't know that we have taken a position
on that, I would like to see how that develcps in tarms

-nmoTe-
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(GOVERNOR CONTINUED) of how best to deal with & totally unprecedented

JENCEN:

ADAMCIK:

CENSEN!:

LT, GOV:

JENSEN:

LT. GOVi

BRUTTO:

LT. GOV:

BRUTTO:

event in rerms of its effect on levels of consumer
charges and the financial status of the utility. It is

a vexing kind of a problem, but I am not prepared to statse
today any position we would have.

This may be for Mr. Adamcik, I am not sure. We have a long
list here of preparations that weres nmade in the event of

an svacuation or a more serious situation to help pecple

in the area. Is there any program now in place to compensate
the merchants and employees for lcsses that they incurred
because even though there was nc official evacuation,

an estimated 200,000 tock it on their own. Is there aay

way those pecple can be helped financially or otherwise.

¥Well, this is an area beycnd the scope of the immediate
evacuation planning. However, we stand ready to do every-
thing we can, and have already made some contacts with
federal agencies and the federal regicnsl council, whe

can come .31 and provide the Governcr and his staff with
infoermat. n on how to assess ths aconomic impact, and
perhaps =0 suggest some ways in which ha might work together
to resclve that.

In other words, vou couldn't tell an individual what 2
do right ncow? .

I think the posture that we are taking, and this will be
part of the recovery affort, is first to make an assessment
of exactly what kind of economic hardships cantral
Pennsylvania has experienced. Before we have that, we
can't go to the “ederal governmaent and say, this is what

we nead, and this is the first step in our recover, effort -
we are currently taking, trying to find out from the variocus
business pecple involved in the area, what their problems
bavo been, what their losses have deen, and under what
circumstances those losses have been incurred. So that
when we have %o go to the federal goverzent and say this

is what has happened, thisg is how we need relief, we can

do it on a factual basis rather than trying to make it up
cat of thia air.

Governor, who is on that central Pennsylvania Reccvery
Committee?

We are currently putting it together and the final group

has not been made up, but it will certainly be macde up

of the cabinet, myself, and of course, the cabinet officials,
that are most immediate involved, Departmant of Health,

DER, Commerce. wtc., and over the next ~~uple of days,

I am surs you will heus an announcement rairly scon about
the final determination of who is on that committee.

Will you make any effort ¢o secure reimbursement for
indivuduasls wvho sustained a loss, {f they were cutside
of that S mile area?

T don’'t know 1f that would come under, if there is a
federal program that allows that, yes. I think you rua
intu problems of insurance. I ubink you run into problems
of exactly what the plant ie liable for, what t e federal
government is willing to assume and at this po.at, not
knowing all the ins and ocuts of the federal government,

I think it would be premature for me 0 maka a judgement
on that,

I2 the plant closed, it lost money, and perhaps the
enployees lost wages? Is there any way they can Dde
reimbursed for thaw?

~more-
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Perhaps, but we would have to locok into that. Bob, do
you Know...

I think we can say that we are going to leave no stone
unturned. As I indicated in my remarks on Pricday night,
that to secure the maximum amount ¢f relief for an area
that has suffered a totally unigue kind of experience,

and whatever there is in the way of assistance we are
going to ====== our utmost efforts %o see that those
pesple who have suffered loss are dealt with appropriately.

Por 11 days, pregnant women and mothers of small children
have followed your advice, s==wswee=-ee have stayed out
of the area, but for two-and-a-half days prior to that,
based on assurances that came from a lot of sources
including yourself, many Sf them remained in that area
and I guess a lot of them understandably now have scme
concerns abtout what might be the long term effect

to the fetus they carry and toc the small children they
are rearing. What do ycu say to them at this peint?

Well, I am not medically or technically qualified to mak.
&n assessment on the health guestions involved. I think
that is socmething that they will have to regretably deal
with with their own physicians Or with testing and
diagnestic facilities that both we and the federal govern=
ment will make available. With regard 2o the uncertainty
wurrounding the situvation during that two-and-a-half

day pericd, I think that was probably the single biggest
frustration, to mo in trying to pass on every relevant
bit of relieable information that we had to the public,
only to find that as I told you in this room, I believe
on Thursday night, we were being beset with all kinds

of conflicting data and information and the difficulty
in separating it ocut was extremely troublescme. I think
that clearly there is a concensus that improved data
gathering and communications capability at the site of
these types of plants is at the top of the list of needs
that must be dealth with ia the furture and I for ‘one
would tc that view without any question. The most
important compcnent uf the decision making proceas is
facts and until you have facts, you are left scuewhat

at =e=ee- with regard %o the propriety of decisicns that
have to be made. I am sure that now that the facts are
all known, or when they are all known, that there may

be instances where judgements might have been made
differently if those facts had bean known at the present
time. But that waa the only game in town..

Governor Thernburgh, despite your advisory rmoday, there
may be some pregnant women and preschool age children
leary of coming back into the area. Ars you saying they
have no worries whatscever to be leary about coming
into the area?

No, I am saying precisely what we said when we advised
them to leave. The advice that I am passing on today is
based on the information recieved from Mr. Denton and
the technical people factored into the expertise of our
sn/ironmental and health people, that we no longer feel
that it is necessary for tham to absent that area.

Govarnor, vou said there, I think Mr. Denton said there wvas
a possibility offsite of 1 mr an hour. Was that the figure
you used?

T think that number, I tried to quote incremental values

and total values and some of the values I gquoted earlier
were total kinds of numbers. PFoOr example, the maximum

. -more-
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(DENTON CONTINUZD) exposed individual at the North Gate if somecne
had been :hers continucusly present, would be less than
142 mr, But the survey, the last survey of 8 hours showl
levels from 1/100 to 2/100 mr per hour up and down the
east and west banks of the Susjuehanna.
The maximum congcentration ian the cloud measured by our
~——ew «halicopter in the past 2{ hours is about 1 ar an
hour -- but that is in the plume.

REPORTER: What is normal background for the area do you know?

DENTON: Normal Dackground is a little larger than 1/100 mrs per
hour.

WICGINS: Mz. Denton, in regard to the reactor, 4o you have any nev,

revised <===--=e= for when you would hope to see it shut
down, first part of the question, second part -- do you
have any new figures on the radicactive levels inside thac
containmant?

DENTON: We are still attempting to bring it to a cold shutdown sate
state with dispatch. There is nothing magic about the
ten days we picked. The first part is the degassing puase
that we have gone through. All that is going very well .
As socn as we can complet our evaluation of the best
option for getting the reactor in a state whereby it is
Lmmune to manmade Or eguipment errors and where it doesn’'t

invelve pumping back ocutside the containment aay contaminated

water. That time period I am still trying to move toward
completing our evaluation by Friday. Uncil that time ve
will continue removiag heat frcm the rmactor through the
steam generator, the same mcde that we have been in for
several days, and continue to remove as much gas from the
primary cooling system as we can. The next step after
degassing is to bring the tamperature down to about 220,
214©, the point at which you are not able tc maiatain
steraing conditions in the stean generator. The preferred
plan calls for them filling the secondary side of the
steam generator solid water. THhat would enable heat
removal from the primary system, in a very afficient
sort of manner, t0 bring the temperature of the reactor
then down to perhaps 160° through heat rsaoval. And

the final stage would be to either run the pumps at

the temperatures of 160° or perhaps trip the pumps and

go to a natural circulation mode at that tine. So our
timetable is still relatively close to the ten days,

but i3 not...I am not, I would say we are into the tan
day period, but thare is nothing magic about it and as
long as everything is functicning the way it ias, there is
no pressure to move forward with extreme rapidity, but
to make sure we have looked at all the cpticns examined,
ail the posaibilities. Scmecne menticned the technical
capabilities on the site I found that the company is now
bringing in my predecesscr, Mr. Ben Rusche to take over

the task of long term === control.
JENSIN: He is your predecesscr?
DENTCN: Yes, in this jcb.
The company is bringing him in he is now...
JENSEN: Re left NRC to ...
DENTON: ' He left a year or two ago and went into private industry.
SENSEN: ' pid you puﬂ.cipa:o in the licensing of this plant?
DENTON: Mr. Rusche?
JENSEN: No, did yeu?
. -more-
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2 am sure I did. At the time before I tock this job,
I was responsidle for environmental evaluations.

Did you anticipate tliis?
No, sure didn'e.
Who does Mr. Rusche work for now?

He wurks for the enargy research institute of South Carolina.
But I menticned that jus: to i{llustrate the depth and
competence of the industry, power company, individuals

you have been incurpcrated into the recovery tsam of

GPU.

What are the alternatives---=-« do you have any new ones?

Well, one that .c staff is looking at is why ctrip the
pumps to go %0 satural circulation, for example, as long
as the pumps run why not continue to let the pumps run
wvwewee-original concept was that we tripped the pumps
and go into natural circulation, but with the way things
are performing there is the thought perhaps that is an
unnecessary step and why not continue tc run the pumps
until they trip for scme other reason and than we will
go to natural circulation at that tine.

Could we just have one or two =mora questions please?

Governor, is it within your m. power of the state,
to prevent the reactor fIOm ~=e=we=eweee=w--Can you clcse
it down?

T don't kxnow. That is one of the things that we will be
reassessing in the aftermath of this situaticon. I Have
already expressed my view with respect to the burden that
I feel is imposed on those who would make a case for
reactivaticn of this facility.

Could you respond, make scma type of response to the
resignation of Mark Widoff, Ccocnsumer Advocats...
during that time he ...

He resigned scme time ago.
Well, he =-=<+- j3de his official announcement toxlay

to the media, and at the time he said he was afraid the
Attorney Genaeral inaudible==  remece nan

Well, we were faced with a situation I think by commcn
consent that was unpracedented - Mr., Widoff, scme tine
aso had submitted his resignation effective April 25,

I directed the Attorney Gensral to assume charge of
coordinating all cf the legal aspects of this zmatter.
M. Widoff, last week, anncunced an intention to take
certain legal actions which I asked the Attcrney General
to review because of Mr., Widoff's impending departure
from office. That review was carried out by Attcrney
General Biester consisten w'th my directive tha: he be
in charge of coordinating all of the legal response of
this state %0 this totally unpracedented situation that
we had to deal with. So we are now of course lef: without
a consumer advocate We are lowking for a successor to
Mr, Widoff. In the _santime, those acticns will be
coordinated by the Attorney Ganeral.

Gevernre, he want further. He said that he did nct telieve
that Mr. Biester had the right =@ tell him what %o do
becausa he was responsible only to yocu and 5e told us

-mOT e
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in effect that he is going to continua in a course which
vou could only describe as insubordination or rebellion
to Mr. Biester. ,

well, I think it is regretable that Mr. Widoff took certain
actions without any notice to me, without any notice

to the Attorney General, after I had asked Lhe Attorney
General to coordinate our overall legal response but

I don't see any problem in that regard. His resignation
takes effect in a couple of weeks, and we will go forward
with whatever actions are necessary under the new consumer
advccate. But those actions will be coordinated with our
overall response as a state government to this totally
unprecedented situation.

He said further that the staff would not cooperate with
the Attorney General's Office and would not keep them
advised... ‘

T think that weculd be a mista -~ I hope that is not ture.

Mr. Denton: one guesticn, the Saturday of the bubble
problem, and Met Ed said the crisis was over, you canme
back and said the crisis wouldn't be over until there was
a complete shutdown. Do you still stand by that statement?

vell at the time, I guess I used crld shutdown to be a
blanket term toc describe an activity that I row perceive
to be multi-faceted. There are lots of differen” issues
that remain at the plant. There continues tc be a lot

of radicactivitsy. But when I lock at the entire spectrum
across the board, from centainment to noble gases, icdines,
I consider the crisis over today with the, with regard to
the status of the core.

Thank you very much.

LR



